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DISCOURSE. 


My  brethren  and  friends: 

I  come  before  you  on  an  occasion  of  special  interest 
both  to  you  and  myself.  Half  a  century  is  this  day 
completed  since  the  unbroken  ties  were  formed,  which 
unite  the  pastor  and  Hock  together  in  holy  brotherhood. 
It  is  fitting  that  an  occasion  so  rare,  in-  this  age  of  pro- 
gress and  change,  should  be  observed  by  a  public  ac- 
knowledgment of  that  kind  providence,  which  has  so 
distinctly  marked  our  connexion  from  its  commence- 
ment to  the  present  hour.  And  while  I  recount  the 
dealings  of  that  providence,  I  am  sure,  that  the  emo- 
tions excited  in  my  own  breast,  will  be  met  with  a 
lively  sympathy  in  yours. 

In  accordance  with  these  remarks,  I  have  selected  as 
my  text  the  suggestive  passage  in  the  Acts  xxvi.  22 : 

"  Having   tlierefoue  obtained   help   of  God,   I   continue  to 

THIS  DAY." 

We  are  too  apt  to  place  in  the  chapter  of  accidents 
those  things,  in  which  we  ought  to  see  and  acknowledge 
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the  hand  of  divine  providence,  disposing  of  events  ac- 
cording to  the  counsel  of  unerring  wisdom.  If  we 
would  leave  off  the  atheistical  practice  of  not  looking 
beyond  second  causes,  in  the  affairs  of  every  day ;  — 
if  we  would  cherish  such  a  sense  of  the  presence  and 
agency  of  the  Supreme  Being,  as  to  undertake  nothing 
upon  which  we  could  not  consistently  implore  his 
blessing;  —  if  we  would  look  to  Him  with  filial  con- 
fidence and  submission  for  the  help  we  daily  need,  how 
greatly  would  it  add  both  to  our  temporal  and  spiritual 
prosperity.  It  would  inspire  us  with  fortitude  and 
courage  in  our  Master's  service.  It  would  sustain  our 
spirits  under  the  trials  of  life,  with  a  peace  and  self- 
possession,  which  the  world  can  never  give.  It  was 
this  faith  in  God;  —  this  sense  of  his  presence,  —  this 
trust  in  his  wisdom,  faithfulness  and  power,  which  car- 
ried the  apostle  through  a  course  of  unparalleled  con- 
flicts, and  made  him  more  than  a  conqueror.  Con- 
strained by  the  love  of  Christ,  he  had  pursued  this 
self-denying  and  perilous  course  about  thirty  years,  when 
he  stood  before  king  Agrippa,  and  made  the  plea  for 
Christianity  recorded  in  the  chapter  of  my  text,  —  a  plea 
so  eloquent  and  powerful,  that  it  drew  from  the  king 
the  declaration,  kk  Almost  thou  pcrsuadest  me  to  be  a 
christian."  The  Lord  had  preserved  the  apostle's  life 
in  a  remarkable  manner,  and  sometimes  by  miraculous 
interpositions.  Though  preeminent  in  the  powers  of  his 
mind,  and  in  his  attainments  in  moral  excellence,  he 
consecrated  all  to  his  Lord  and  Master. 
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Without  comparing  myself  with  that  great  apostle,  ex- 
cept in  reference  to  the  preserving  care  of  the  Almighty 
through  a  course  of  years  in  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
the  present  occasion  will  justify  me  in  giving  a  retro-' 
spective  view  of  my  relations  to  this  church  and  society. 

The  connexion  between  a  minister  of  the  gospel  and 
the  people  of  his  charge  is  most  sacred  in  its  nature, 
and  of  transcendent  importance  in  its  results.  Your 
connexion  with  men  of  other  professions  is  transient, 
accidental,  rare.  With  a  minister  it  is  habitual,  peculiar. 
No  other  professional  man  can  fill  his  place.  You 
want  him  not  to  transact  your  husiness,  hut  to  he  your 
friend,  an  inmate  in  your  families;  —  to  enter  your  hou- 
ses of  afiliction ;  —  to  give  you  light,  admonition,  and 
consolation  in  suffering:,  sickness,  and  the  last  hours  of 
life;  —  to  meet  you  in  the  sanctuary  and  preach  to  you 
of  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 

Though  unwilling  to  say  much  of  myself,  I  shall  not 
be  considered,  I  trust,  as  overleaping  the  hounds  of  pro- 
priety, if,  on  this  occasion,  I  state  a  few  facts  not  im- 
mediately connected  with  the  ministry  I  have  exercised 
here  during  the  past  fifty  years. 

The  early  part  of  my  life  was  spent  in  the  State  of 
Xew  Hampshire ;  hut  much  the  greater  part  was  spent 
iu  Massachusetts,  my  native  State,  and  in  the  goodly 
city  of  Salem.  My  studies  preparatory  for  the  university 
were  pursued  under  the  tuition  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr. 
^Vood  of  Boscawcn,  New  Hampshire,  and  I  was  grad- 
uated at  Dartmouth  College  in  1802.    It  was  early  my 
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desire  to  become  it  preacher  of  the  gospel,  and  this  was 
my  constant  aim  through  the  whole  of  my  collegiate 
course.  In  pursuance  of  that  object,  I  received,  in 
February  1804,  from  the  Essex  North  Association,  a 
license  to  preach,  and  delivered  my  first  discourse  in 
the  pulpit  of  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins  of  New- 
port, R.  T.  In  the  summer  of  that  year,  I  received 
from  tliis  society  an  invitation  to  preach  as  a  candidate 
for  settlement,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  similar  invita- 
tion from  South  Danvers.  On  weighing'  the  existing 
circumstances,  the  scale  turned  in  favor  of  accepting  the 
invitation  from  Salem.  After  preaching  three  months 
as  a  candidate,  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1804,  1 
received  an  invitation  from  the  church  and  society  to 
settle  with  them  as  a  colleague  pastor  with  Dr.  Daniel 
Hopkins.  The  house,  in  which  we  are  now  assembled, 
was  in  a  course  of  erection  during  that  year,  and  our 
public  religious  services  were  held  in  the  former  house 
of  worship,  which  stood  upon  the  ground  now  occupied 
by  our  chapel.  That  house  was  built  in  1766,  for  pur- 
poses similar  to  those  for  which  Hamilton  Hall  in 
Chestnut  Street  is  now  used.  It  was  purchased  by  this 
society  and  occupied  thirty-one  years,  from  1774  to  1805. 
Of  the  proprietors  of  that  house  only  four  survive,  and 
but  one  of  them,  Mr.  Benjamin  Cox,  remains  a  member 
of  the  society.  The  building,  though  unadorned  with 
architectural  beauty,  is  remembered  as  a  sanctuary,  where 
the  fathers  worshiped,  around  which  are  gathered  many 
hallowed  associations.     Not  fewer  than  a  hundred  of 


you  remember  the  old  edifice,  with  its  uncarpeted  aisles 
and   unshaded  windows,  its  high  pulpit  and  higher 
sounding  board,  the  pews,  with  backs,  on  which  the 
weary  might  recline  their  heads,  and  hear  the  word 
with  comfort ;  the  choir,  aided  by  no  instrument  but  a 
bass  viol,  pouring  forth  its  fugues,  and  animating  the 
lovers  of  sacred  song.    An  organ  would  then  have  been 
deemed,  by  many  of  our  devout  fathers,  as  derogatory 
to  the  sacredness  and  purity  of  divine  worship.  And 
neither  furnace  s  nor  stoves  for  heating  the  house  of  God 
were  admitted  in  those  days,  except  small  foot  stoves, 
which  were  handed,  in  time  of  service,  from  one  pew  to 
another,  to  save  the  more  tender  feet  from  freezing.  It 
seems  to  have  been  thought,  that  the  people  ought  to 
have  faith  and  love  enough  to  keep  them  warm,  amid 
the  severitie  s  of  the  coldest  winter.     Yet,  with  fewer 
conveniences  than  arc  now  enjoyed,  the  divine  word 
found  a  response  in  many  hearts,  and  fervent  prayers 
were  answered  by  the  salvation  of  many  soul-.    I  may 
be  supposed  to  feel  an  interest  in  the  place,  where,  by 
the  space  of  three  months,  I  met,  on  the  sabbath  and  at 
the  table  of  the  Lord,  those  sainted  fathers  and  mothers, 
who  arc  now  honored  guests,  as  we  believe,  at  the  mar- 
riage supper  of  the  Lamb.    But  I  may  be  suppose  d  to 
teel  a  deeper  interest  in  the  place,   where,  from  my 
watch-tower,  I  have  seen  more  than  a  whole  generation 
of  my  own    flock  pass    away;  —  to  whom  and  their 
children,  I  have  broken  the  bread  of  life  during  the 
space  of  fifty  years.    This  house  was  dedicated  on  the 
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first  (lav  of  the  year  l^Oo.  The  dedicatory  sermon,  by 
Dr.  Hopkins,  was  grounded  on  Ezra  vi.  Hi:  "And  tin; 
children  of  Israel,  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  kept  the 
dedication  of  this  house  of  God  with  joy."  The  sermon 
was  published  from  the  press. 

Having  spent  the  winter  among  my  friends  in  making 
preparations  for  the  work  before  me,  T  was  ordained 
on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1805.*  The  solemnities  of 
that  day  will  not  he  forgotten  while  my  memory  per- 
forms its  office.  It  was  an  occasion,  to  which  my 
thoughts  often  revert  as  one  of  the  most  important  eras 
of  my  life,  as  having  a  momentous  bearing  upon  your 
moral  and  religious  character,  as  well  as  my  own,  and 
upon  our  interests  for  both  worlds.  The  pastors  of  the 
churches  represented  in  the  council  assembled  for  my 
ordination  were  the  following:  Dr.  Emmons  of  Franklin, 
Dr.  Spring  of  Newburyport,  Dr.  Austin  of  Worcester, 
Dr.  Woods  of  West  Newbury,  Dr.  Parish  of  Byficld, 
Rev.  Reuben  Emerson  of  South  Heading,  Rev.  Reed  Paige 
of  Hancock,  Xew  Hampshire,  Dr.  Worcester  of  Salem, 
Ifcev.  Mr.  Sanford  of  Medway,  the  Rev,  John  Smith  of 
Wenham,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson  of  Beverly. 
'The  public  performances  on  the  occasion  were  solemn  and 
impressive,  Dr.  Spring  offered  the  introductory  prayer; 
Mr.  Paige  preached  on  2  Corinthians  vi.  L:  "We  then, 
as  workers  together  with  him,  beseech  you  also  that  ye 
receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain."  Dr,  Emmons 
offered  the  consecrating  prayer;    Dr.  Hopkins  gave  the 

•Sec  Note  A. 


charge  to  the  pastor;  Dr.  Worcester  gave  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship,  and  Dr.  Austin  offered  the  concluding 
prayer.  Of  all  the  clergymen,  who  belonged  to  that 
conned,  my  brother,  the  Kev.  Reuben  Emer.on,  now- 
present,  is  the  only  survivor.  It  is  difficult  to  make  it 
seem  a  reality,  that  I  have  sustained  the  sacred  office, 
with  which  I  was  then  invested,  during  so  long  a  space 
as  fifty  years.  Though  most  of  the  events  that  have 
transpired  within  my  knowledge,  during  this  space,  have 
faded  from  my  memory,  the  more  prominent  ones  are 
still  retained  in  their  freshness,  and  call  forth  the  min- 
gled emotions  of  joy  and  sorrow.  Scarcely  any  period 
in  the  world's  history  has  been  so  marked  with  civil,  so- 
cial, literary  and  moral  changes.  It  is  emphatically  an 
age  of  progress.  And  while  the  rulers  of  nations  arc 
looking  with  fear  for  what  is  coming  upon  the  earth,  it 
is  an  era  of  benevolence,  developing  in  a  strong  light 
the  purposes  of  divine  providence  in  relation  to  the  re- 
demption of  man.  The  scriptures  warrant  the  belief  that 
a  time  is  yet  to  come  when  the  benign  influences  of  the 
gospel  shall  pervade  all  nations,  and  annihilate  every  false 
system  both  of  religion  and  governmi  nt.  And  the  signs, 
ot  the  present  day.  unless  we  entirely  mistake,  clearly 
indicate  that  the  time  is  near.  We  recognize  the  divin 
hand  in  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  great  benevolent 
enterprises,  that  distinguish  the  age,  in  which  we  are 
favored  to  live,  above  every  other  age.  The  associations 
in  this  country  and  Great  Britain  for  diffusing  the  word 
of  life,  in  various  modes,  throughout  the  world,,  and 
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operating  with  increasing  efficiency,  are  too  numerous 
to  be  now  described,  and  too  important  to  be  estimated. 
Fifty  years  ago  there  was  no  such  institution  as  an 
American  Bible  Society,  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 
Home  Missionary  Society,  Tract  Society,  Sunday  School 
Union,  or  any  of  the  other  great  national  institutions, 
which  are  exerting  a  mighty  influence  for  good  in  our 
land.  A  theological  seminary  and  a  religious  newspaper 
were  then  unknown.  Young  men  had  meagre  advan- 
tages for  acquiring  knowledge  preparatory  to  the  min- 
istry, compared  with  those  which  are  now  enjoyed. 
The  power  of  the  Press,  too,  has,  within  this  period, 
increased  a  hundred  fold.  The  spirit  of  the  gospel, 
which  is  good  will  toward  men,  is  pervading  the  Pro- 
testant nations.  During  the  past  year,  the  people  of 
this  country  and  Great  Britain  have  contributed  more 
than  six  millions  of  dollars  to  objects  of  public  christian 
benevolence.  I  make  this  statement  on  the  authority 
of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions.  In  these  great  Protestant  nations,  there  is 
such  a  concentration  of  wealth,  influence  and  power,  as 
the  world  has  never  before  seen.  Would  God  diffuse 
to  such  a  degree  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  among  the 
people  of  these  nations,  and  raise  their  hopes  so  high, 
that  He  might  da>h  them  in  the  dust  ?  This  is  not 
the  manner  of  our  King. 

Besides  these  miiditv  movements  for  the  evangelization 
of  the  world,  within  fifty  years,  the  rapid  progress  in 
science,  and  the  adaptation  of  it  to  the  practical  pur- 
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poses  of  life,  are  almost  confined  to  England  and  the 
United  States.  The  facilities  for  intercommunication 
have  brought  the  remotest  nations,  as  well  as  distant 
parts  of  the  same  country,  into  the  neighborhood  of  each 
other.  AVlio  would  have  thought,  a  few  years  ngo,  that 
men  hundreds  of  miles  apart  would  converse  together, 
and  receive  answers  to  questions  as  soon  as  they  were 
proposed;  —  that  the  broad  Atlantic  would  be  crossed  in 
a  few  days,  in  defiance  of  winds  and  currents  ;  —  and  that 
trains  of  cars  would  leave  Boston  in  the  morning  and 
deposit  their  merchandise,  in  twenty  hours,  on  the  shores 
of  Lake  Eric  I  Other  improvements  equally  marvellous 
mark  the  present  as  an  epoch  of  wonders. 

I  have  been  an  interested  spectator  of  these  develop- 
ments, and,  did  the  limits  of  my  discourse  permit,  it 
woidd  be  pleasant  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  the 
last  fifty  years,  especially  with  regard  to  our  own  be- 
loved country,  commonwealth  and  city. 

But  the  occasion  obliircs  me  to  restrict  mv  remarks 
to  the  history  of  my  connexion  with  this  church  and 
religious  society.  And  even  under  this  restriction.  I 
must  leave  many  things  untouched. 

VI  hen  the  spacious  edifice,  in  which  we  are  assembled, 
was  erected,  the  standing  committee  of  the  society  had 
the  charge  of  the  enterprise.  That  committee  consisted 
of  John  Jcnks,  John  Norris,  Jerathmeel  Peirce,  Aaron 
vl  ait,  and  Nathaniel  Batchclder ;  men  of  such  wisdom 
and  integrity,  that  they  filled  that  office  during  many 
successive  years,  and  discharged  its  duties  to  universal 
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satisfaction.  Messrs.  Jenks,  Pcirce  and  Wait  were  enter- 
prising and  successful  merchants,  men  of  highly  respec- 
table standing  in  the  community,  and  firmly  attached  to 
the  interests  of  the  society.  The  architect,  who  planned 
the  house, was  Samuel  MackintiTe;  and  the  whole  edifice, 
especially  its  symmetrical  steeple  and  spire,  is  pronounced 
by  competent  judges  to  be  a  model  of  unrivalled  archi- 
tectural beauty.  When  the  spire  was  set  in  its  place,  the 
violent  gale  of  September  1804  arose  and  blew  it  over. 
It  was,  of  course,  broken  to  fragments.  By  the  ordering 
of  a  kind  providence,  no  person  was  injured,  either  in 
the  erection  of  the  house,  or  by  the  fail  of  the  spire. 
The  one  which  now  adonis  the  building  and  the  town, 
was  promptly  made.  The  cost  of  the  edifice  was 
twenty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 
Our  sweet-toned  hell  was  imported  from  London,  in 
1807,  by  order  of  Mr.  John  Jenks.  Its  weight  is 
thirteen  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds,  and  its  cost 
seven  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars.  Mr.  Jenks  also 
imported  the  chandelier,  which  embellishes  the  interior 
of  our  sanctuary.  It  cost  about  one  thousand  dollars. 
The  organ,  which  affords  substantial  aid  to  the  choir 
in  discoursing  to  US  the  high  praises  of  God,  was  pur- 
chased and  put  in  its  place,  in  1832.  The  first  pulpit, 
though  well  proportioned  and  in  keeping  with  the  in- 
terior structure  of  the  house,  being  deemed  too  high 
for  the  convenience  of  many  of  the  hearers,  was  taken 
away,  and  the  present  one  built  and  handsomely  fur- 
nished, in  1840. 
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Hero,  for  more  than  fifty  years,  the  former  and  present 
generations  have  offered  their  prayers  and  praises,  and 
the  sacred  truths  to  which  they  listened,  were  made  ef- 
fectual to  the  sanctification  of  many,  \yhen  I  cast  my 
eves  around  over  the  congregation  on  the  Lord's  day,  I 
seem  to  see,  in  different  parts  of  the  house,  the  venerable 
forms  of  fathers  and  mothers,  the  pillars  of  the  church 
and  society,  looking  up  with  earnestness  for  the  bread 
of  life,  or  bending  in  the  solemn  attitude  of  devotion. 
But  where  arc  they!  Gone  the  way  of  all  the  earth. 
Not  one,  who  was  a  member  of  the  church,  when  I 
commenced  my  labor  here,  in  July,  1804,  is  now  among 
the  living  ;  and  almost  the  same  may  be  said  of  those 
who  were  then  adult  members  of  the  congregation. 
Only  seventeen,  male  and  female,  who  were  then  heads 
of  families,  now  remain. 

"  Death,  like  an  overflowing  stream, 
Sweeps  us  away;  our  life  's  a  dream." 

Since  my  settlement  here,  one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  forty  of  the  society  have  been  numbered  with  the 
congregation  of  the  dead,  some  of  them  distinguished 
by  Wealth  and  active  benevolence.  Among  these,  I 
mention  the  lion.  John  Xorris.  a  successful  merchant, 
who  died  intestate  in  1808,  leaving  a  large  estate,  half 
of  which,  as  he  had  no  children,  was  inherited  by  his 
widow.  lie  was  one  of  the  associate  founders  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Andovcr  ;  he  cave  ten  thousand 
dollars  toward  the  foundation,  and  handsome  donations 
after  the  institution  was  organized  and  in  active  ope- 
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ration.  lie  wa>  also  a  liberal  annual  contributor  to 
tbe  funds  of  the  Massachusetts  Missionary  Society,  and 
other  objects  of  benevolence.  To  bis  pastor  he  was  a 
fast  and  substantial  friend,  a  firm  believer  in  the  gospel 
as  taught  in  the  Assembly's  Shorter  Catechism,  and  gave 
to  all  evangelical  clergymen  a  cordial  welcome  to  the 
hospitalities  of  his  house.  1  lis  love  of  the  truth  was 
shown  by  a  constant  and  devout  attendance  on  the  wor- 
ship of  the  sanctuary;  and  so  exemplary  was  he  in  all 
his  social  intercourse  that  he  was  regarded  as  a  model  of 
moral  purity  and  excellence.  lie  was  a  man  of  fine  per- 
sonal appearance,  tall,  symmetrical,  with  a  countenance 
beaming  with  kindness  and  benignity.  I  often  seem  to 
see  him,  on  the  sabbath,  taking  off  at  the  door  his  high 
triangular  hat,  such  as  gentlemen  of  his  day,  age,  and 
standing  were  accustomed  to  wear,  and  walking  grace- 
fully up  the  broad  aisle  to  his  seat,  where  he  was  always 
found  a  solemn  and  attentive  listener  to  the  truth.  His 
death  made  a  wide  breach  in  our  religious  community, 
and  was  a  great  loss  to  the  town  and  the  common- 
wealth. He  was  taken  away  in  the  midst  of  his  usc- 
fidness,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven. 

In  less  than  three  years  after  his  decease,  Mrs.  Xorris 
was  suddenly  called  to  follow  her  departed  husband.  Be- 
ing possessed  of  an  ample  fortune,  which  she  regarded  as 
committed  to  her  trust  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  she  bequeathed  thirty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Ando- 
ver,  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  the  American  Board  of 
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Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  besides  a  large  num- 
ber of  liberal  bequests  to  clergymen  and  other  friends. 
Of  the  honorable  and  excellent  women  who  have  left  a 
similar  memorial,  I  must  not  fail  to  mention  the  late 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Dodge,  who  bequeathed  a  thousand  dollars 
as  a  permanent  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  this 
congregation.  Her  heart,  like  that  of  her  Divine  Master, 
was  always  in  sympathy  with  the  poor. 

Among  the  departed  members  of  the  church,  memory 
loves  to  linger  upon  the  name  of  our  late  beloved  senior 
pastor,*  whose  ministry  terminated  with  his  life,  in 
December,  1814,  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his  age,  and 
the  thirty-seventh  of  his  ministry  as  a  settled  pastor. 
Though  the  younger  part  of  the  community  never  saw 
him,  a  large  number  of  the  congregation  knew  him 
well,  and  cherish  his  memory  with  tender  recollections. 
He  left  the  world  in  the  full  possession  of  his  reason, 
and  in  the  calm  and  steadfast  hope  of  a  blessed  im- 
mortality. A  few  days  after  his  death,  the  following 
obituary  notice,  from  the  pen  of  the  late  Dr.  Bentley, 
was  published  in  the  Salem  Register: 

"  On  Wednesday,  14th  instant,  died  in  this  town,  the 
Honorable  and  Reverend  Damll  Hopkins,  D.  D.,  aged 
80.  He  was  a  brother  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Samuel 
Hopkins,  whose  System  of  Divinity  has  been  received 
with  uncommon  favor  in  New  England.  The  deceased 
minister  of  Salem  was  appointed,  in  July,  1775,  a 
member  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts,  and 
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in  177s,  the  year  of  his  ordination,  was  a  member  of 
the  Council  in  the  Conventional  Government,  which 
was  appointed  before  the  Constitution  of  the  State  was 
framed  and  adopted,  lie  was  an  accomplished  gentle- 
man,  esteemed  for  his  early  patriotism,  and  beloved  by 
the  people  of  his  charge." 

This  testimony  to  the  attachment  between  him  and  his 
flock  is  emphatically  true.  Perhaps  no  pastor  ever  pos- 
sessed the  affections  of  his  people  in  a  higher  degrees 
He  was  always  welcome  to  their  firesides,  and  enjoyed 
largely  their  hospitalities.  The  children  knew  him  but 
to  love  him,  and  those  of  them,  who  are  now  alive,  have 
a  fresh  remembrance  of  his  parental  instructions  and 
kindly  greetings.  He  was  accustomed  to  meet  them  at 
stated  times,  and  hear  them  repeat  the  Assembly's 
Shorter  Catechism.  And  such  seasons  of  catechetical 
instruction  were  made  interesting  by  his  familiar  and 
lively  illustrations.  Sabbath  schools  were  then  unknown 
in  tli is  country.  Many  of  his  apt  and  quaint  sayings 
are  treasured  up  as  a  sacred  deposit,  in  the  memory 
of  his  surviving  friends. 

The  style  and  manner  of  his  pulpit  performances  were 
peculiar  to  himself.  He  never  wrote  his  sermons,  but 
made  use  of  briefs.  I  have  heard  him  say,  that  he 
never  wrote  a  sermon  until  after  it  was  preached.  He 
spoke  from  the  fullness  of  his  heart.  His  illustrations 
were  highly  graphic  and  impressive,  and  his  gesticula- 
tion easy  and  natural.  He  was  indefatigable  in  his 
work,  preaching  habitually  three  times  on  the  sabbath. 
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and  was  frequently  heard  to  say,  after  preaching  a  third 
time,  "I  now  feel  just  fit  to  preach  again."  His  wife, 
a  lady  of  superior  excellence,  survived  her  husband 
twenty-three  years,  and  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  joined 
him,  we  believe,  in  those  blissful  regions,  where  chris- 
tian friends  never  more  feel  the  pain  of  separation. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Hopkins  threw  upon  me  a  heavy 
weight  of  responsibility  and  toil.  But  having  obtained 
help  of  the  Lord,  I  was  enabled  to  sustain  it,  with  some 
degree  of  fidelity  and  success.  By  the  special  favor  of 
his  providence,  I  have  enjoyed  uninterrupted  health, 
during  the  whole  of  my  residence  here.  Xot  more 
than  five  sabbaths  are  recollected,  in  which  I  was  pre- 
vented from  supplying  the  pulpit,  by  sickness,  or  any 
other  disability.  And  through  the  kindness  and  libe- 
rality of  the  people,  I  have  been  exempted  from  num- 
berless embarrassments  and  perplexities,  through  which 
many  better  ministers  are  obliged  to  struggle. 

It  is  because  I  have  obtained  help  of  the  Lord,  that 
I  continue  to  this  day  in  the  enjoyment  of  such  dis- 
tinguishing favors.  And  while  I  acknowledge  the  good 
hand  of  his  providence  by  which  I  have  been  sustained 
and  blessed,  I  would  cherish  a  grateful  remembrance 
of  the  many  demonstrations  of  personal  regard,  from  the 
people  of  my  charge,  which  have  not  been  withdrawn, 
but  continued  to  the  present  hour.  Knowing  the  pres- 
sure of  (are  and  toil,  which  lay  constantly  upon  me, 
their  generous  sympathy,  with  that  of  other  friends, 
prompted  them,  in  the  year  1^4(),  to  furnish  me  with 
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the  means  of  making  a  voyage  to  England,  the  land 
of  my  fathers1  sepulchres,  which  I  had  long  desired  to 
see.*  During  an  absence  of  lour  months,  they  took 
upon  themselves  the  supply  of  the  pulpit,  and,  with 
extraordinary  generosity,  authorized  me  to  draw  for 
funds  upon  a  house  in  Manchester,  without  any  definite 
limitation.  Within  those  months.  I  visited  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland  and  France,  and  witnessed,  to  sonic 
extent,  both  the  glory  and  the  shame  of  these  renowned 
kingdoms.  The  voyage  and  the  visits  afforded  an  op- 
portunity to  see  the  works  of  nature  and  art  in  some 
of  their  most  interesting  and  noble  developments.  But 
the  splendor  and  magnificence,  which  excite  a  momen- 
tary admiration,  have  not  to  me  the  attractions  of  home. 
And  with  a  glad  heart,  on  my  return.  I  could  adopt  the 
sentiment  of  a  little  patriotic  ode  I  have  heard  the 
children  sing: 

44  Of  all  the  lands  from  east  to  west, 
I  love  my  native  land  the  best." 

Here,  civil,  social,  literary  and  religious  privileges  are 
enjoyed  by  every  class  of  the  people,  with  our  painful 
exception.  In  view  of  the  unexampled  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  our  country,  and  the  high  destiny  that  seems 
to  await  us,  we  may  well  exult,  not  with  pride,  but  with 
gratitude  and  praise  to  the  great  Ruler  of  nations. 

The  Lord  has  helped  us  as  a  church  and  society. 
Though  we  have  had  seasons  of  spiritual  drought  and 
depression,  we  have  al<o  had  times  of  refreshing.  Fifty 
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vcars  ago,  the  number  of  members  in  the  church  was 
about  eii^lit\  ;  now,  the  number  is  a  Little  short  of  four 
hundred  ;  and  the  number  of  families  belonging  to  the 
society  is  three  hundred  and  fifty.  The  special  influences 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  have  been  granted  at  twelve  differ- 
ent times,  in  what  are  technically  called  revivals  of  re- 
ligion. Of  these,  the  most  extensive  and  powerful  were 
the  following:  —  In  1824,  one  hundred  and  two  were 
added  to  the  church;  in  1831,  fifty-eight;  in  1840, 
forty-six;  and  in  1843,  fifty-nine.  Between  these  fer- 
tilizing showers,  the  divine  influence  distilled  as  the 
gentle  dew,  enriching  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  Since 
1843,  we  have  had  an  accession  to  the  church  of  one 
hundred  and  five.  During  my  connexion  with  it, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  members  have  been  ta- 
ken away  by  death.  Eight  hundred  and  fifty-two  have 
been  conse  crated  to  God  in  the  holy  ordinance  of  bap- 
tism;—  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  adults,  and  six 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  children.  Of  the  congregation, 
six  hundred  and  ninety-eight  couples  lane  been  united 
in  the  sacred  bands  of  marriage;  —  six  hundred  and 
thirty-six  of  them  by  myself. 

The  deacons  of  the  church  at  the  time  of  my  settle- 
ment, were  "Richard  Lang  and  Nathaniel  Batchcldcr. 
Since  then,  Daniel  Lang,  Richard  M.  Chipman,  Eliphalct 
Kimball,  Jacob  Hood,  William  Goodhue,  Ebenezer 
Buswell,  and  Thomas  Rounder,  have  held  the  office. 
Messrs.  Hood,  Goodhue  and  Roundcy  now  sustain  its 
responsibilities  and  perform  its  duties.    Deacon  Kimball. 


who  would  have  been  with  us  to-day,  had  his  life  hecn 
spared,  lias  been  suddenly  removed  by  death,  and  his 
remains  were  brought  to  this  city  for  interment,  ou 
Thursday  last.  He  sustained  the  office  of  deacon,  here 
and  in  Boston,  thirty-five  years  ;  was  the  founder  of  the 
Salem  Evangelical  Library,  which  was  thirty-six  years 
under  my  care  :  and  was  a  principal  founder  and  sup- 
porter of  the  Tine  Street  Church  in  Boston. 

W  ithin  thirty  years  past,  ten  young  men,  members 
of  the  church,  have  been  educated  for  the  gospel  min- 
istry, and  have  gone  forth  as  heralds  of  salvation,  and 
are  now  engaged  in  the  good  work,  in  different  parts 
of  the  land.  And  fifteen  young  women  of  the  church 
have  shared  in  the  responsibilities  and  toils  of  the 
sacred  office,  by  becoming  partners  for  life  with  those, 
by  whom  the  office  is  sustained.  Of  these.  I  name 
Miss  Susan  Bulfinch,  of  precious  memory,  whose  heart 
ever  glowed  with  the  spirit  of  Christ.  She,  prompted 
by  an  ardent  desire  for  doing  good,  established,  single 
handed,  in  our  chapel,  the  first  sabbath  school  ever 
formed  in  Salem,  and  the  first,  it  is  believed,  in  Xcw 
England.  She  was  married,  in  ISM,  to  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Poor,*  a  missionary  to  Ceylon,  lately  deceased; 
one  of  the  second  company  sent  out  by  the  American 
Board  to  .Asia,  and  one  of  the  mo.^t  prominent  of  its 
missionaries.  She  died  at  Tillipally,  on  the  seventh 
of  May,  1821,  in  the  full  triumphs  of  the  christian 
faith. 
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The  history  of  my  connexion  with  this  religious 
community  is  not  marked  with  that  division  and  strife 
which  have  convulsed  many  other  churches  and  congre- 
gations, and  torn  them  into  fragments.  Through  the 
favor  of  divine  providence,  this  connexion  has  been 
Lengthened  out  far  beyond  the  average  term,  even  in 
the  days  of  our  fathers,  when  the  spirit  of  restless- 
ness, the  love  of  nove  lty  and  change,  and  experiment- 
ing in  religion,  as  well  as  in  philosophy  and  politics, 
which  mark  the  present  age.  were  unknown.  So  rapid 
has  been  the  change  in  the  ministry,  in  the4  old,  sober 
county  of  Essex,  containing  one  hundred  and  eighty 
ministers,  that  not  one  who  was  ordained  before  me,  re- 
mains an  acting  pastor.  And  of  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  ministers  who  have  held  the  sacred  office  in 
Salem,  within  the  period  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
years,  only  two,  Mr.  Diman,  of  the  second  church,  and 
Dr.  Prince,  of  the  first  church,  held  the  office  fifty  years. 
The  pastorate  of  Dr.  Prince  was  lengthened  out  to  fifty- 
seven  years,  and  that  of  Mr.  Diman  to  fifty-one.  And 
such  have  been  the  dismissions  and  resignations,  that 
only  twenty,  about  one-sixth  of  the  number,  died  in 
this  town.  Of  these,  six  have  been  taken  away  by 
death,  within  the  period  of  my  residence  here ;  Mr. 
Fisher,  Dr.  Hopkins,  Dr.  Barnard,  Dr.  Bentley,  Dr. 
Prince,  and  Dr.  Flint.  The  obsequies  of  the  last 
mentioned  were  attended  on  the  seventh  of  the  last 
month  * 
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During  all  the  time  of  our  connexion  as  pastor 
and  flock,  we  have  enjoyed  as  much  harmony  and 
mutual  affection  as  often  fall  to  the  lot  of  imperfect 
mortals.  Though  exciting  causes  have  sometimes 
operated  among  us,  they  have  not  been  permitted  to 
break  the  peace,  by  which  the  church  and  society 
have  been  so  long  distinguished.  And  while  I  do  not 
claim  the  credit  of  this  happy  result,  I  may  he  per- 
mitted to  say.  that  I  have  ever  desired  and  earnestly 
sought  to  cherish,  in  my  own  breast,  and  to  promote 
in  others,  by  precept  and  example,  that  love,  which 
is  the  bond  of  perfectness,  and  the  essence  of  all 
true  religion. 

You  have  borne  with  my  imperfections,  and  been 
disposed  to  put  upon  them  the  most  favorable  con- 
struction they  would  bear.  Feeble  and  defective  as  my 
ministrations  have  been,  I  cannot,  in  the  retrospect, 
charge  myself  with  any  palpable  dereliction  of  known 
duty;  but  have  endeavored,  in  my  public  and  private 
services,  to  keep  a  conscience  void  of  offence  toward 
God  and  toward  men.  I  have  been  with  you  at  all 
seasons,  in  prosperity  and  adversity,  in  sickness  and 
health,  in  joy  and  sorrow,  in  season  and  out  of  season, 
ever  ready  to  attend  your  lectures,  your  church  meet- 
ings, your  prayer  meetings,  your  funerals,  your  wed- 
dings, your  family  visits,  and  every  other  call,  both 
public  and  private,  which,  in  these  days  of  general 
excitement  and  benevolent  enterprise,  make  such 
heavy  draughts  upon  the  time,  the  intellect,  and  the 
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physical  strength  of  evangelical  clergymen,  especially 
in  our  cities  and  large  towns. 

In  regard  to  the  services  of  the  pulpit,  I  may  say, 
that,  though  I  have  doubtless  come  short  of  preaching 
the  great  truths  of  the  gospel,  with  as  much  plainness, 
simplicity,  fervor,  and  fidelity,  as  I  might  have  done; 
yet  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  kept  back  any  divine 
truth,  through  the  fear  of  man,  or  any  other  motive; 
or  of  having  presented  the  truth  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  blunt  its  edge,  and  prevent  its  intended  effect.  I 
have  testified  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith  toward 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  aiming  to  hold  up  the  glass  of 
the  divine  law  in  so  clear  a  light,  that,  if  you  looked 
into  it,  you  would  not  fail  to  see  your  true  character; 
and  urging  every  one  to  seek  eternal  life  through  the 
mediation  of  the  Son  of  God.  Imperfect  as  my  minis- 
trations have  been,  the  Lord  has  deigned  to  give  them, 
in  some  degree,  the  seal  of  his  approbation. 

In  consideration  of  the  great  amount  of  labor  to  be 
performed  in  so  large  a  congregation,  and  of  my  ad- 
vanced age,  the  Church  and  Society  deemed  it  necessary, 
for  my  relief  and  for  the  prosperity  of  the  society,  that 
a  younger  man  should  be  sought,  who  might  be  settled 
as  a  colleague  pastor.  In  this  judgment  I  cordially 
accpiiesccd.  The  Rev.  Israel  E.  Dwinell  was  accor- 
dingly employed  as  a  candidate  for  the  responsible  post, 
and  after  a  probation  of  three  months,  was  ordained 
in  November,  1849,  and  the  joint  pastors  work  to- 
gether in  the  same  field,  with  uninterrupted  peace  and 
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harmony.  Mr.  Dwinell  is  proved  to  be  a  man  of  su- 
perior talents  and  attainments,  well  fitted,  by  practical 
wisdom,  kindness,  and  untiring  devotedness  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  for  the  place  he  oecupics.  It  affords  me 
much  satisfaction,  that,  when  my  pastorate  shall  cease, 
I  may  leave  the  flock  I  love  under  the  guidance  of  a 
faithful  shepherd:  May  his  ministry  here  be  much 
longer  than  mine,  much  more  successful,  and  deserving 
much  higher  praise. 

While  the  review  we  have  taken  of  the  dealings  of 
divine  providence  with  this  church  and  society,  calls 
upon  us  for  a  tribute  of  gratitude  and  praise  to  the 
Father  of  mercies  for  our  temporal  prosperity,  and  the 
richer  blessings  of  his  grace,  it  impresses  our  minds  with 
many  solemn  thoughts  and  touching  reflections. 

Since  our  connexion  was  formed,  one  entire  genera- 
tion and  most  of  another  have  passed  away,  and  we 
know  that  soon  it  will  be  with  us  as  with  our  fathers, 
the  places  that  now  know  us  will  know  us  no  more. 
They  felt  in  their  day  as  we  feel,  and  were  as  active 
in  life  as  we  now  are.  The  grass  grows  over  their 
graves,  and  nature  wears  the  same  aspect  of  beauty  and 
loveliness  as  when  they  walked  among  its  flowers,  in- 
haled its  fragrance,  and  tasted  its  sweets. 

The  world  will  have  the  same  attraction  for  our  off- 
spring as  she  has  had  for  ourselves,  and  that  she  has 
now  for  our  children.  Yet  a  little  while  and  all  tins 
will  have  happened.  These  throbbing  hearts  will  soon 
be  stifled,  and  we  shall  be  at  rest.    The  funeral  prayer 


will  be  heard  in  the  house  of  mourning;  the  proces- 
sion will  wind  sadly  on  its  way;  our  friends  will  return; 
but  we  shall  be  left  behind  to  moulder  in  darkness 
and  silence.  And  when  we  are  gone,  the  things  of  life 
will  move  on,  and  our  names  will  soon  be  forgotten. 
Days,  months  and  seasons  will  continue  their  revolu- 
tions ;  and  laughter  and  song  will  be  heard  in  the 
place  in  which  we  died.  Such  is  life;  —  a  vapor  that 
appeareth  for  a  little  time,  and  then  vanisheth  away. 
And  since  our  time  is  so  short  and  uncertain,  how 
forcible  is  the  exhortation,  "Whatsoever  thy  hand  fin  cl- 
oth to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might." 

I  call  you  this  day,  my  dear  friends,  to  witness,  that 
I  have  set  before  you  life  and  death,  and  have  labored 
to  persuade  you  to  choose  life,  by  the  motives  exhibited 
in  the  word  and  providence  of  God.  It  may  seem  to 
some  of  you,  that  you  have  remained  stationary  in  your 
spiritual  state,  but  you  have  been,  every  hour,  wafted 
upon  a  current,  that  has  been  moving  onward  with  con- 
stantly increasing  force.  All  the  means  of  grace,  and 
all  the  influences  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  midst  of  which 
you  have  lived,  have  been  accomplishing  in  you  a 
change  either  for  better  or  for  worse. 

Reminded  as  I  am  by  the  flight  of  years  and  the  his- 
tory of  the  past,  it  will  be  tor  me  to  warn,  and  you  to 
listen,  but  a  little  longer.  Soon  will  this  heart  cease  its 
throbbings  these  eyes  be  closed  in  darkne  ss,  this  voice 
be  heard  no  more.  But  the  spirit  will  live,  and  soon 
shall  we  all  enter  that  state  of  being  where  character 
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and  condition  will  know  no  change.  And  since  we  are 
so  rapidly  hastening  toward  those  retributions,  let  us 
improve  our  short  probation,  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
secure  a  blessed  immortality. 

"And  now  what  remains  but  that  we  gather  all  the 
solemn  teachings  of  this  hour  into  one  great  lesson, 
that  shall  quicken  our  sense  of  mutual  obligation,  and 
render  the  relation  we  have  so  long  borne  to  each 
other,  as  minister  and  people,  a  channel  of  richer  and 
still  richer  blessings. " 


APPENDIX. 


•  ANNIVERSARY  SERVICES. 


A  pastorate  of  fifty  years  duration  lias  been  an  event  so  rare  in  the 
past,  and  is  likely  to  he  so  much  less  frequent  in  the  future,  that  every 
occurrence  o£  this  kind  deserves  to  l>e  commemorated  by  some  marked 
observance.  The  Rev.  Brown  Emerson,  D.  I).,  having  approached  such 
an  interesting  period  of  his  ministry,  the  people  of  his  charge  felt  desin  us 
of  celebrating  the  occasion  by  such  exercises  as  would  enable  his  friends 
in  the  community,  of  all  denominations,  to  participate  in  testifying 
their  esteem  for  him  personally,  and  their  respect  l«>r  his  public  char- 
acter and  course. 

Accordingly,  at  the  Proprietors1  Meeting,  holden  March  26th,  1855,  it 
was  "  Voted, — That  the  Standing  Committee,  with  the  Proprietors' 
Clerk,  be  requested  to  confer  with  our  Senior  Pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Emekson, 
and,  in  connection  with  a  committee  of  the  church,  should  one  be  appointed, 
make  such  arrangements  on  the  occasion  of  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary 
of  his  Settlement,  US  they  may  deem  expedient.'' 

The  General  Committed  was  composed  as  follows: 


Committee  or'  PnyH'ietors, 

Proprietors'  ClerL 
Committee  of  the  Church 


Robert  Peele, 
Lemuel  H.  Hatch, 
William  Phelps,  Je., 
Oliver  Peabody, 
Thomas  1>.  Flokance. 

John  Chapman*. 

f  William  Goodhue, 
I  Charles  M.  Richardson, 
j  Caleb  Warner, 
William  Archer. 


The  Committee  having  completed  their  arrangements,  public  notice  was 
given  in  the  papers  of  the  day.  extending  a  general  invitation  to  Dr. 
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EMERSbtf's  friends;  im<l  die  following  special  Circular  wns  sent  to  the 
several  pastors  in  the  city,  and  to  such  gentlemen  in  other  places  as  were 
supposed  to  feel  a  particular  interest  in  the  occasion: 

"FIFTIET  II    A  X  X  I  V  E  R  S  A  R  Y . 

"Salem,  April  VI,  1855. 

"On  Tuesday,  24th  of  April  instant,  will  occur  the  Fiftieth  Anniver- 
sary of  the  Settlement  of  Rcy.  Brown  Emerson,  D.  D.,  as  Pastor  of  the 
South  Church  in  this  city,  and  it  is  proposed  to  notice  the  event  by 
appropriate  public  services. 

"Kev.  Dr.  Emerson  will  deliver  a  discourse  on  the  afternoon  of  that 
day,  in  the  South  Church,  the  services  to  commence  at  half  past  2 
o'clock;  and  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  a  Social  Gathering  of  the 
past  and  present  members  of  the  Society;  and  of  all  who  are  disposed 
t<>  attend,  will  be  held  at  Hamilton  Iff  til*  for  the  exchange  of  congratu- 
lations and  social  intercourse,  and  to  li.-ten  to  such  addresses  as  any  may 
be  inclined  to  offer. 

''The  Committee  of  the  Church  and  Society  cordially  extend  an  invi- 
tation to  you  to  be  present,  as  above  mentioned,  and  hope  that  such 
arrangements  will  be  made  as  will  render  this  Anniversary  occasion  one 
of  no  common  interest.  hi  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

John  Chapman,  Clerk." 

The  Anniversary  Pay  proved  to  be  mild  and  delightful;  and,  at  the 
hour  appointed  for  the  afternoon  services,  the  spacious  church  was  filled 
with  a  large  and  attentive  congregation.  X>-t  only  the  members  of  the 
parish,  but  ministers  and  laymen  of  all  denominations  attended.  Former 
parishioners,  who  had  removed  to  other  towns,  came  "home"  once  more. 
The  Clergy  from  the  vicinity  and  from  distant  places  gathered :  and  a 
peculiar  and  remarkable  feature  in  the  assembly  was  the  great  number  of 
acred  persons,  of  both  sexes,  who  honored  the  occasion  by  their  presence. 
The  exercises  were  as  fellows: 

L    VOLUNTARY  ON   THE  ORGAN, 
BY  CHARLES  HENRY  TOWNE. 
SINGING  BY  THE  CHOIR— .Yew  Jerusalem. 

From  the  third  Heaven,  where  God  resides, 

That  holy,  happy  place, 
The  New  Jerusalem  comes  down, 

Adorned  with  shining  grace. 

II.   INVOCATION  AND  READING  OF  THE  SCRIPTURE, 
BY  REV;   ISRAEL  E.   DWTXELL,  JUNIOR  PASTOR. 


•The  Church  was  afterwards  substituted  for  Hamilton  Hall  as  the  place  of  meeting. 
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III.    HYMN  LXXIX.  OF  THE  SELECTION—  Tt  m\  Psalm  34///. 
READ  BY  REV.  JAMES   M.   HOPPIX,   W   THE   CUOMUIK  STREET  CU  IT>CH. 

Through  all  the  changing  scenes  of  life, 

In  trouble  and  in  joy, 
The  praises  of  my  God  shall  still 

My  heart  and  tungue  employ. 

Of  his  deliverance  I  Trill  boast, 
1  Till  all  who  arc  distressed. 

From  my  example  comfort  take, 
And  charm  their  unci's  to  rest. 

Ihe  hosts  of  God  encun.p  around 

The  dwellings  of  the  just; 
Protection  he  arfords  to  all 

Who  make  his  name  their  trust. 

0  make  but  trial  of  his  love,  — 

Experience  will  decide 
How  bless'd  are  they,  and  only  they, 

Who  in  his  truth  confide* 

Fear  him,  ye  saints,  and  you  will  then 

Have  nothing  else  to  fear; 
Make  you  his  service  your  delight, — 

Your  wants  shall  be  His  care. 

IV.    PRAYER  BY  REV.  REUBEN  EMERSON,  OF  SOUTH  READING, 
[A  liUOTHER  of  Dr.  Emfrscn,  and  member  of  the  Ordaining  Council,  April  24,  1?0<3 

V.   ORIGINAL  HYMN — Tune,  Billing »  Jordan. 
U BAD  DY  RET.  KIMIKAIM  W.  ALLEX,  OF  TIIK  HOWARD  STREET  CHURCH. 
[Writien  by  Mrs.  Chvrles  M.  Richardson,  a  member  of  the  Congregation.] 

He  came,  a  rriessenger  of  God, 

In  ail  the  zeal  of  youth, 
Discoursing  to  our  fathers  here, 

The  words  of  sacred  truth 
With  earnest  he.ut  and  gentle  tone, 

He  won  a  p<   pie1  -  love  ; 
And  many  a  dear  one  now  in  bliss. 

HU  faithfulness  can  prove. 

Here,  on  this  witch  tower,  he  has  stood, 

Through  all  his  life's  lorm  day; 
H  s  morning  prime  has  changed  to  no  jn  — 

His  noon  to  cvrni::.;  grey; 
And  now  the  almond  blossom  wreathes 

His  venerable  brow; 
And  wh*M  our  fathers  gathered  cr5t, 

Their  children's  children  bow. 
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Full  fifty  years  upon  these  walls, 

The  Gospel  trump  he's  blown; 
Full  fifty  years,  the  way  to  Heaven 

By  life  and  precept  shown. 
He  's  watched  for  souls,  as  they  who  give 

Account  unto  their  Lord; 
And  many  precious  souls  are  his 

Exceeding  great  reward. 

In  all  the  varying  scenes  of  life, 

He  's  kindly  home  a  part: 
Our  joys  and  sorrows  ever  shared 

"With  sympathizing  heart  : 
And  now  a  living,  grateful  throng, 

We've  gathered  here  to  day, 
To  offer  on  our  Pastor's  shrine, 

The  tribute  love  can  pay. 

Our  Father,  God  !  Thy  power  alone 

Has  led  us  all  the  way; 
To  Thee  let  grateful  incense  rise 

On  this  auspicious  day. 
"Within  these  hallowed  walls  this  day, 

Let  praver  and  praise  ascend  : 
Thou  who  hast  borne  our  Pastor  on, 

0  keep  him.  to  the  end  ! 

VI.    DISCOURSE,  BY  REV.  BROWN  EMERSON,  D.  D. 

V1L   PRAYER,  EY  REV.  SAMUEL    M.   WORCESTER,  D.  D.,  OF 
TABERNACLE  CHURCH. 

VIII.    SINGING-PSALM  CXXXIX.  PART  3,  C.  M. — Tunc,  St.  Mart 
READ  BY  REV.   DR.  WORCESTER. 

Lord,  when  I  count  thy  mcrc:es  o'er, 

They  strike  me  with  surprise  ; 
Not  all  the  sands  that  spread  the  shore 

To  etiual  numbers  rise. 

My  £Vsh  with  fear  and  wonder  stands — 

The  product  of  thy  skill ; 
And  hourly  blessings  from  thy  hands 

Thy  thoughts  of  love  reveal. 

These  on  my  heart  by  n'ght  I  keep: 

How  kind,  how  dear  to  me! 
0  may  the  hour  that  ends  my  ^leep, 

Still  find  my  thoughts  with  Thee! 
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IX.  DOXOLOGY— PSALM  CXVII.  L.  M. —  Tunc,  Old  Hundred. 
TIIK  ASSEMBLY  JOINISWI   WITH  TIIK  CHOIR. 

From  all  who  dwell  below  the  skies, 

Let  the  Creator's  praise  arise  ; 
Let  the  Redeemer's  name  be  sum; 

Through  every  land,  by  every  tongue. 

Eternal  are  thy  mercies,  Lord  ; 

Eternal  truth  attends  thy  word  : 
Thy  praise  shall  sound  from  shore  to  shore, 

Till  suns  shall  rise,  and  set,  no  more. 

X.    BENEDICTION,  BY  REV.  MR.  IIOPPIX. 


The  services,  as  lias  been  before  intimated,  were  participated  in  by  a 
large  coihohim'  of  Dr.  Einer.-ou's  fellow-citizens,  iiTespective  of  sect  or  so- 
ciety, by  a  large  number  of  the  clergy  from  abroad,  and  by  an  unusual 
assemblage  of  aged  men  and  women  from  the  city  and  neighboring  towns. 
Among  the  auditors  were  noticed  the  venerable  Judge  Punchard,  who  had, 
within  a  few  weeks,  entered  hi<  ninety-third  year ;  Ben  jamin  C'ox.  Esq.,  the 
only  living  proprietor  of  a  pew  in  the  old  house,  and  who  has  continued  a 
proprietor  of  the  present  structure  during  the  entire  period  of  Pr.  Em- 
erson's ministry  j  Deacon  Nathaniel  Frothingham,  and  Robert  Brookhousc, 
Esq.,  of  Salem,  and  Josiah  Caldwell,  Esq.,  of  Ipswich,  the  only  other 
surviving  original  proprietors  of  the  present  house.  Mr.  Caldwell  was  a 
member  of  the  choir  at  the  time  of  the  Ordination  of  Dr.  Emerson  in 
1805,  and  took  his  place  with  other  former  members,  in  the  orchestra,  and 
united  his  voice  with  the  singers  on  the  Anniversary  Day. 

Dr.  Emerspn  is  now  in  his  seventy-eighth  year.  His  brother,  Rev. 
Reuben  Emerson,  of  South  Reading,  who  was  present  and  took  part  ill  the 
services,  is  in  his  eighty-fourth  year,  ami  is  the  only  surviving  minister  of 
the  Ordaining  Council.  He  preached  his  Semicentennial  Discourse  in 
October,  1854.  It  was  a  touching  Bight  to  see  these  two  aged  brothers 
together,  both  of  whom  have  hei  I  a  pa.-toratc  tifty  years  or  more,  and  both 
able  to  perform  their  respective  parts  with  vigor,  firmness,  and  unfal- 
tering propriety. 

A  third  brother,  also  a  clergyman,  Rev.  Noah  Emerson,  formerly  settled 
in  Baldwin.  Maine,  but  now  residing  in  Hollls,  New  Hampshire,  and 
nearly  seventy  years  of  age,  was  confined  at  home  from  the  effects  of  an 
accident,  which  disabled  him  in  the  autumn  of  1854.  lie  fell  from  a 
ladder,  while  engaged  upon  an  apple  tree,  fracturing  an  ankle  so  badly 
as  to  re  quire  amputation. 
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It  is  likewise  worthy  of  mention,  that  two  sons  of  Dr.  Emerson,  both 
clergymen,  with  portions  of  their  families,  wore  present,  viz:  Rev.  Daniel 
Hopkins  Emerson,  of  iTork,  Pennsylvania,  and  Rev.  Edward  Brown  Em- 
erson, of  Heath.  Massachusetts.  A  third  son,  (by  marriage,)  bearing  the 
father's  name.  Rev.  Brown  Emerson,  of  Northumberland,  Pennsylvania, 
was  unable  to  attend.  ( >f  the  posterity  of  Dr.  Emerson,  including  the 
children  by  marriage,  there  were  present  four  sons,  five  daughters,  and 
three  grand-children;  absent,  four  sons,  four  daughters,  and  thirteen 
grand-children. 

The  music  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Elmer  Valentine,  the 
leader  of  the  South  Church  choir,  witli  organ  accompaniment  by  Mr. 
Charles  II.  Towne,  the  regular  organist,  and  was  grand  beyond  concep- 
tion. The  choir  for  this  occasion  was  composed  of  between  sixty  and 
seventy  vocalists,  volunteers  from  the  choirs  of  the  several  churches  in  the 
city,  and  several  past  members  who  had  removed  to  other  places;  and  the 
swelling  harmonies  of  New  Jerusalem,  Psalm  34th,  Billings'  Jordan,  St. 
Martin's,  and  Old  Hundred  —  favorites  of  the  fathers  —  were  poured  out 
with  a  gush  of  melody,  a  fervor  of  feeling,  and  a  volume  of  sound,  truly 
inspiring.  Venerable  men  and  women  in  the  congregation  caught  the  in- 
spiration, and,  ere  they  v.-ere  aware  of  it,  found  their  power  of  song 
renewed,  and  joined  hi  singing  the  ancient  tunes  with  all  the  buoyancy  of 
their  youthful  days.  The  performance  of  Old  Hundred,  by  the  united 
voices  of  the  choir  and  assembly,  produced  a  thrilling  effect  which  will 
never  be  forgotten  by  th  »se  who  were  present. 

The  Discourse  of  Dr.  Emerson  was  presented  in  lus  accustomed  digni- 
fied, clear,  animated,  an  I  impressive  style  :  and  although  it  occupied  more 
than  an  hour  in  the  delivery,  there  was  not  the  slightest  symptom  of 
faltering  on  his  part,  or  of  weariness  in  the  listeners. 

The  services  occupied  about  three  hours,  until  between  five  and  six 
•/clock,  P.  M.j  and  at  the  conclusion,  an  invitation  was  extended  to  all 
present  to  attend  the  Social  Gathering  in  the  evening. 
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THE  SOCIAL  GATHERING. 


It  being  found  that  Hamilton  Hull  would  not  begin  to  accommodate 
the  crowds  of  people  who  wore  desirous  of  attending  the  Social  Gathering 
in  the  evening,  this  also  was  holden  in  the  Church,  which  was  completely 
filled;  and  the  pro*  sdings,  from  the  hour  of  assembling,  at  seven  o'clock, 
until  eleven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  were  of  the  deepest  interest.  Hither 
thronged  all  classes  and  denominations  of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  so 
general  was  the  sympathy  manifested,  that  the  occasion  seemed  to  call 
forth  universal  rejoicing. 

The  elegant  chandelier,  alluded  to  in  the  Discourse,  displayed  about 
thirty  wax  candles,  the  light  of  which,  added  to  the  numerous  gas  jets 
with  which  the  church  is  ordinarily  illuminated,  produced  a  most  pleasing 
and  brilliant  effect. 

Two  superb  bouquets,  of  rare  and  fresh  blooming  flowers,  were  arranged 
in  elegant  va.-es.  and  placed  on  the  pillars,  one  on  each  side  of  the  pulpit, 
where  they  remained  during  the  services  of  the  afternoon  and  evening. 
They  were  from  the  conservatory  of  Capt.  Charles  Hoffman  in  Chestnut 
Street,  and  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Hoffman,  a  former  attendant  upon 
Dr.  Emerson's  ministry,  but  for  several  years  past  of  the  North  Church. 

The  choir  of  the  afternoon,  increased  by  orchestral  instruments  and 
additional  vocalists,  gave  a  charm  to  the  evening  exercises  also  ;  and  by 
the  repetition  of  New  Jerusalem,  and  the  performance,  at  suitable  inter- 
vals, of  Lenox,  Majesty,  Invitation.  Confidence,  the  Easter  Anthem,  and 
other  favorite  tunes  of  by-gone  days,  caused  universal  delight  and  gratifi- 
cation. The  EastC!  Anthem,  with  which  the  musical  exercises  terminated, 
was  sung  with  organ  accompaniment ;  the  other  tunes  with  the  accompani- 
ment of  instruments  common  in  the  chmrehes  before  the  general  intro- 
duction of  organs  viz.  :  a  flute,  two  violins,  two  violoncellos,  and  two  double- 
bass  viols  —  furnished  voluntarily  by  the  Salem  Musical  Education  Society. 
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The  effect  which  these  ancient  songs  of  Zion,  performed  by  so  powerful  and 
skillful  a  choir,  produced  upon  the  aged  by  reviving  reminiscences  of  their 
youthful  days,  and  upon  the  young  by  their  peculiarity  and  novelty,  must 
have  been  witnessed  to  be  truly  appreciated. 

The  arrangements,  unlike  those  of  most  anniversary  occasions,  included 
no  public  entertainment, — the  Committee  deeming  it  expedient  to  provide 
a  festival  for  the  intellect  and  the  social  feelings,  rather  than  for  the 
appetite,  and  believing  that,  by  this  omission,  a  larger  portion  of  the 
community  could  participate  in  the  celebration,  and  that  it  would  be  more 
generally  satisfactory.  The  result  justified  their  reasoning.  Strangers 
from  abroad  were  amply  provided  for  by  private  hospitality,  and  the  only 
refreshments,  furnished  by  order  of  the  Committee,  were  a  substantia] 
supper  for  the  choir,  handsomely  spread  in  the  neighboring  Hamilton 
Hall  building. 

The  earlier  moments  were  devoted  to  social  greetings,  the  free  inter- 
change of  congratulations,  and  the  renewal  of  acquaintanceship  by  many 
who  here  met  again  fur  the  first  time  in  a  long  series  of  years. 


Soon  after  seven  o'clock,  P.  M..  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  'Sir. 
Charles  3VI.  Richardson,  the  Superintendent  of  the  South  Church  Sal>- 
bath  School,  who  announced  that  the  Hon.  AS  A II  EL  HUNTINGTON, 
of  the  Tabernacle  Church,  a  former  Mayor  of  the  city,  had  consented  to 
preside,  and  Hon.  Jonathan  Cogswell  Perkins,  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  of  the  Episcopal  Communion,  and  Richard  Paljier 
Watebs,  Esq.,  of  Beverly,  formerly  U.  S.  Consul  at  Zanzibar,  and,  until 
recently,  of  Salem,  to  assist  as  Vice  Presidents.  He  accordingly  invited 
them  to  take  the  seats  assigned  for  them  at  the  altar;  and  these  gentlemen 
having  severally  assumed  the  stations  named,  with  Dr.  Emerson  fitting  at 
the  right  hand  of  the  President,  Mr.  Huntington  proceeded  to  address  the 
assembly  as  follows : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  :  As  already  announced  by  one  of  the  Committee, 
I  had  been  requested  to  preside  at  a  11  Social  Gathering,"  in  Hamilton  Hall, 
in  honor  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Emerson,  and  had  consented  to  discharge,  as  well 
as  I  could,  the  office  with  which  I  had  been  honored.  Rut,  as  already  inti- 
mated, it  has  been  found  necessary,  on  account  of  the  troops  of  friends  who 
wl>h  to  manifest  their  respect  for  the  man  and  the  occasion,  to  depart  from 
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these  earlier  arrangements  ;  and.  tor  the  contracted  limits  of  a  private  hall, 
to  substitute  the  large  and  ample  dimensions  of  this  public  temple;  and,  for 
the  merely  "  Social  Gathering,''  this  great  assembly.  Now,  to  the  service  of 
presiding  at  such  a  public  meeting  as  this,  and  in  such  a  presence,  I  had  not 
agreed;  but,  with  the  aids  which  the  Committee  have  furnished  me,  on  my 
right  and  on  my  left,  I  shall  address  myself,  as  well  as  I  may,  to  the  duties 
of  the  place  and  of  the  occasion. 

We  are  here,  in  this  vast  and  thronged  assembly,  to-night,  to  pay  the 
tribute  of  our  respects  to  the  venerable  man  who  has  stood  as  a  watchman 
on  these  towers,  and  within  these  walls,  1.  »r  the  last  half  century,  ever  at 
his  post  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  ami  always  watching,  as  one  who 
must  give  an  account.  I  am  sure  that  1  utter  the  united  voice,  sentiments, 
and  feelings  of  this  great  multitude,  when  L  say  that  we  are  all  here  to 
express  our  affectionate  regards  and  our  sincerest  respects  for  this  faithful 
and  devoted  pa-tor.  this  patriarch  and  father  of  the  ministry  in  this  city  — 
indeed,  in  this  ancient  county,  if  reference  be  had  to  the  settled  pastors, 
still  in  active  service,  and  one  of  the  very  few  survivors  of  a  half  century 
ministry  in  the  Commonwealth. 

First  and  foremost,  as  well  befits  the  signal  event  this  day  and  evening 
commemorated,  his  own  people,  his  own  beloved  and  attached  flock,  have 
come  up  to  this  place  of  their  solemnities,  on  this  occasion  of  his  honors 
and  crown-  —  for  honors  and  crowns  may  well  adorn  the  brow  of  the 
humble  and  faithful  Christian  pastor,  while  yet  in  the  midst  of  his  warfare, 
and  before  the  service  is  ended,  —  I  say,  his  own  people  arc  here  in  large 
numbers,  and  of  all  ages  and  conditions,  to  express  their  unabated  attach- 
ment and  respect  for  their  spiritual  teacher,  guide,  ami  friend  —  for  their 
fathers'  friend,  who  has  lived  among  them  ami  their  kindred  for  half  a 
century  of  years  —  who  has  watched  their  rations  fortunes,  has  shared  in 
their  joys  and  sorrows,  has  baptized  their  children,  and  buried  their  dead, 
and  has  lived  among  them  from  generation  to  generation;  and  during  this 
whole  protracted  period,  at  stated  times  and  seasons,  has  proclaimed  to 
them  and  to  their  fathers  the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  the  Oracles  of  God, 
bringing  forth  from  this  great  treasury  of  absolute  truth,  things  new  and 
old,  and  always  illustrating  and  enforcing  his  public  teachings  by  an 
unspotted  and  exemplary  private  life  —  being  always,  in  the  highest  and 
best  sense,  an  ensample  to  his  flock,  and  ever  endeavoring,  by  his  life  and 
ministrations,  to  cultivate  and  diffuse  among  his  people  that  love  which  is 
the  bond  of  perfectness,  and  the  essence  of  all  true  religion,  if  I  may  be 
permitted  to  refer  to  his  own  modest  Statements,  as  made  here  to-day,  of 
the  objects  and  tenor  of  his  ministry. 
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But  this  great  gathering  is  not  confined  to  his  own  people.  Your  parish, 
although  large,  gentlemen,  is  not  so  largo  as  these  numbers  would  indicate; 
and  we  have  no  idea  that  you  shall  monopolize  such  pleasures  and  privileges 
as  those!  The  friends  of  your  model  pastor,  of  other  kindred  churches  and 
societies  in  this  city,  and  in  other  places  —  his  friends  from  other  com- 
munions and  denominations,  both  of  the  reverend  clergy  and  laity,  are 
here  —  all  anxious  and  desirous,  without  distinction  of  sect  or  denomi- 
nation, to  join  with  you,  his  own  peculiar  people,  (peculiar  in  this  —  in 
keeping  and  cherishing,  for  so  long  a  period,  a  faithful  minister  of  the 
gospel  —  in  maintaining  an  unbroken  ministry  of  fifty  years  —  a  stead- 
fastness alike  honorable  to  pastor  and  people) — I  say,  all  are  here,  anx- 
ious to  unite  with  you  in  this  testimony  of  affection  and  respect  for  your 
venerated  pastor.  He  has  not  been  upon  these  watch-towers  for  fifty  years, 
instant  in  season  and  out  of  season,  always  true  ami  alive  in  the  discharge 
of  his  high  and  respousible  duties,  without  being  seen,  known,  and 
appreciated  by  this  whole  community  —  a  living  epistle,  known  and  read  of 
all  men.  Of  course,  we  all  know  him;  we  have  marked  his  uniform  and 
consistent  life,  the  even  tenor  of  his  way.  Many  of  us  have  heard  from 
his  lips,  in  our  respective  churches,  the  words  of  wisdom  and  truth,  and  all 
have  seen  and  appreciated  the  fruits  of  his  long  and  useful  life. 

But  there  is  another  personage  who  well  deserves  respect  and  remem- 
brance on  this  interesting  occasion,  and  who,  by  her  rare  excellence  of 
character,  in  the  various  relations  of  private  and  domestic  life,  by  her  uni- 
form and  rca  ly  sympathies  with  her  father's  and  her  hu>band\s  people,  as 
well  as  with  ministerial  life  and  duties,  may  be  regarded  somewhat  in  the 
light  of  a  public  character,  and  therefore  fit  to  be  referred  to  here.  Indeed, 
a  minister's  wife,  according  to  New  England  usage  and  custom,  is,  in  most 
cases,  a  sort  of  public  character.  But  when  a  lady  sustains  the  relations 
of  daughter  of  y->ur  former  venerated  pastor,  and  of  wife  of  him  whom  we 
all  honor  here  this  evening  —  the  successive  pastors  of  the  same  church  and 
people  —  then  may  she  well  be  considered  a  public  character,  by  a  double 
claim  and  title:  and  especially  tit  is  it  that  she  should  be  remembered  and 
held  in  honor  to-inght,  ami  at  all  times,  and  on  the  further  ground,  that  she 
is  now  one  of  the  few  surviving  and  brightening  links,  connecting  this 
people  with  the  generations  that  are  past. 

We  may.  therefore,  without  any  impropriety,  I  trust,  or  doing  violence 
to  the  delicacy  of  the  sex,  respectfully  and  heartily  congratulate  Mrs. 
Emerson  on  this  pleasant  and  agreeable  gathering  of  her  own  and  her 
husband's  friends,  on  the  occasion  of  this  marked  and  honored  epoch  in  the 
life  and  ministerial  career  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Emerson  —  long,  we  trust,  in 
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the  favor  of  a  kind  Providence,  by  whoso  help,  in  the  language  of  his  own 
chosen  text  to  his  discourse  this  afternoon,  lie  hath  been  continued  to  this 
day,  still  to  he  continued,  the  object  of  his  people's  love  —  -till  to  be  held 
in  affectionate  anil  respectful  remembrance  by  the  churches  and  among  the 
people,  where,  in  the  high  places,  he  has  lived  with  an  honored  name  f<>r 
half  a  century;  and  where  his  remaining  life,  still  consecrated  to  the  active 
service  of  his  Divine  Lord  ami  Master,  we  would  hope  ami  pray  may  he 
vet  further  signalized  ami  blessed  by  seals  of  his  ministry,  which  shall  he 
crowns  of  his  Sua]  rejoicing. 

The  President  then  invited  the  Rev.  Iskakl  E.  Dwinell,  the  Colleague 
of  Dr.  Emerson,  to  address  the  meeting;  and.  in  compliance  with  the 
request,  Mr.  Dwinell  said: 

Mr.  President:  I  know  of  no  other  reason  why  I  should  be  called  upon, 
on  this  interesting  occasion  —  when  there  are  bo  many  others  present,  better 
able  to  interest  —  than  the  simple  fact  of  the  relation  which,  as  junior  pastor,  I 
held  to  the  senior  pa-tor  of  this  church.  T  should  have  much  preferred  the 
privilege  of  remaining  silent,  ami  hearing  others,  lint  the  occasion  is  one 
so  rare,  and  of  s<>  much  interest,  that  one  cannot  help  having  his  heart 
and  mind  full  of  emotions  and  sentiments,  to  which  he  can  give  some 
kind  of  utterance. 

It  is  indeed,  sir,  an  obvious  thought,  that  such  occasions  as  the  present 
must  lie  pare.  The  direct  interposition  of  Providence  limits  them.  Bodies 
wear  out;  nature  gives  way;  and  disease  suddenly  arrests  and  prostrates; 
and  a  sentiment  of  devout  gratitude  to  God  for  the  unusual  prolongation 
of  the  life'  and  health  and  rigor  of  our  senior  pastor,  is  one  which  should 
till  the  heart  of  every  one  present. 

Then  the  original  or  developed  unfitness  of  ministers  for  parishes,  or 
parishes  f<>r  ministers,  also  limits  the  continuance  of  the  relation.  Some 
pastors,  who  were  adapted  t'>  their  field  when  they  entered  on  it.  have  hail 
the  field  outgrow  them,  or  they  have  outgrown  the  field;  and  the  two  natu- 
rally and  properly  Rill  apart.  In  other  cases,  the  parties  never  were  fitted 
for  each  other,  and  can  only  live  together  with  irritation  and  violence;  and 
then  the  sooner  a  peaceable  divorce  can  take  place,  the  better. 

Now.  I  am  happy  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion  —  and  I  express  it  merely 
as  an  opinion,  bat  it  is  out.'  which  the  result  has.  I  think,  proved  to  he 
correct — Dr.  Bmerson  was  originally  fitted  for  Salem,  and  Salem  for  him; 
and  that  (what  i<  remarkable)  they  have  kept  side  by  shle  these  fifty  years. 
Salem  has  grown  with  bun.  and  he  with  Salem.    There  is  nothing  obsolete 
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or  old-fashioned  in  him  ;  and  I  state  it,  I  say,  as  remarkable.  Ili.s  pro- 
nunciation, his  stylo  of  writing,  his  expressions  of  tbcological  truth,  the 
structure  of  his  sermons,  —  in  short,  his  entire  clerical  habit  and  manner, 
is  as  far  from  anything  antiquated  as  that  of  a  student  fresh  from  the  semi- 
nary. This  original  fitness,  and  the  habit  he  has  had  of  keeping  alive 
while  alive,  and  side  by  side  with  the  modes  of  the  most  approved 
preaching,  have  no  doubt  been  favorable  to  the  occurrence  of  the 
event  we  celebrate. 

Another  thing  which  limits  the  pastoral  relation,  is  the  imprudence  of 
pastor  or  people,  or  both.  Some  rash  act,  or  course  of  procedure,  of 
either  party,  or  even  of  a  single  individual,  may  be  enough  to  lead  to  its 
discontinuance.  That  few  such  acts  were  ever  performed  by  him,  who  is  a 
model  of  prudence  and  caution,  and  of  dignified  and  manly  bearing,  or  in 
reference  to  him  by  his  appreciating  parish,  this  occasion  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence. Nothing  can  speak  better  for  the  general  courtesy,  kindness,  for- 
bearance, and  fair  Christian  dealing  on  both  sides. 

Besides  all  these  circumstances,  favoring  the  continuance  of  the  relation 
in  this  case,  no  devout  mind  can  overlook  the  fact  that  God  has  put  His 
seal  upon  it  and  blessed  it,  showing  it  to  be  a  union  of  His  making 
ami  continuance. 

Fifty  years  a  pastor  over  one  people!  No.  not  one  people  —  over  nearly 
two  generations  of  people,  considering  only  the  inroads  of  death  ;  but, 
considering  the  changes  that  take  place  by  removals  from  one  parish  to 
another,  in  consequence  of  which,  a  parish  in  such  a  city  as  this  changes 
almost  as  often  as  the  particles  of  matter  of  which  the  human  body  is  com- 
posed; or  at  least,  once  in  about  ten  years  —  over  about  five  generations, 
according  to  the  life  of  a  congregation!  Fifty  years  a  pastor  over  one 
people  ami  its  successors!  What  a  tide  of  humanity,  with  all  its  joy-  aid 
bufferings  —  with  all  its  spiritual  yearnings  and  necessities  —  has  swept  past 
him.  while  he  has  poured  into  it  the  water  of  life  !  It  would  be  no  extrav- 
agant estimate  to  suppose  that  at  least  five  thousand  persons  have  regularly 
passed  under  his  religious  training,  been  moulded  by  his  plastic  hand,  and 
received  from  him.  in  no  small  degree,  the  impress  they  will  bear  to 
the  judgment.  W  ho  can  estimate  the  amount  of  good  done  during 
such  a  ministry*? 

Fifty  years  a  pastor  over  one  people  and  its  successors!  How  society 
has  ever  been  passing  away  ami  renewing  itself  around  him  !  That  tender 
sapling  sprung  up  in  the  thick  forest  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  century 
ago,  surrounded  by  huge  oaks  and  pines  towering  above  it.  It  pierced  its 
way  upwards  among  them,  and  through  them,  and  above  them  —  they 
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meanwhile  (ailing  around  it.  till  now  it  stands  almost  alone,  a  patriarch  of 
the  forest,  though  with  a  thick  and  vigorous  undergrowth  around  it,  as 
this  assemblage  testifies. 

Fifty  years  a  pastor  over  one  parish  !  Such  a  fact  is  an  honor  to  human 
nature,  and  gives  it  dignity.  It  enlarges  our  ideas  of  its  capacity.  It 
shows  that  man  has  in  him  —  that  some  men  have  in  them  —  fifty  years' 
work,  in  the  same  line  and  strain  of  activity,  and  in  the  same  field,  and 
that,  too,  when  acting  on  mind,  without  wearing  out. 

Fifty  years  a  pastor  of  this  people  and  their  fathers!  —  the  trunk  of  his 
pastorate  stretching  half  way  across  a  century,  its  roots  struck  in  one  col- 
leagueship,  its  boughs  extending  into  another!*  And  how  well  he  can  fill 
his  part  of  such  a  relation,  I  may  be  expected  to  know,  and  to  be  able  to 
testify.  And  it  gives  me  pleasure,  on  this  occasion,  to  refer  to  his  forbear- 
ance. I  have  been  astonished  to  see  how  much  freedom  of  thought,  and 
utterance,  ami  action,  he  can  tolerate.  Few  aged  ministers,  with  opinions 
of  their  own  to  which  they  feel  attached,  and  with  forms  of  stating  them 
which  they  are  apt  to  consider  almost  as  vital  as  the  truths  themselves,  if 
not  a  part  of  their  very  substance,  would  bear,  to  the  extent  he  has  borne, 
the  inexperience,  the  mistakes,  the  independence  of  a  young  associate;  and 
coming  here,  as  I  did,  at  the  threshold  of  my  ministry,  with  everything  to 
learn,  and  everything  to  do,  in  order  to  make  myself  useful,  I  found  the 
relation  one  of  great  advantage.     It  was  a  most  valuable  school;  or. 
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as  I  may  call  it,  apprenticeship.  Taking  and  retaining  the  entire  care  of 
the  pulpit,  during  Sabbath  forenoons,  and  attending  to  a  large  part  of  the 
official  calls  in  the  parish,  he  was  also  a  pillar  on  which  a  colleague  might 
lean  for  counsel  and  wisdom. 

But  the  most  agreeable  part  of  my  duty  on  this  occasion  remains;  and 
that  relates  to  you,  sir,  [addressing  Dr.  Emerson,]  personally.  The  con- 
gregation have  desired  me  to  express  to  you  their  gratitude  for  your  faithful 
labors,  their  appreciation  of  your  irreproachable  life  and  many  virtues,  and 
their  high  esteem  and  love  for  you  personally.  And,  as  a  slight  token  that 
these  things  are  nut  forgotten,  they  have  desired  me  to  present  to  you 
these  pieces  of  silver: 

A  Salver,  bearing  this  inscription : 

u  \\rE  T00K 
sweet  counsel  together, 
and 

walked  unto  the  house  of  god 
in  company." 


•See  Notes. 
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A  Goblet,  from  the  children,  bearing  the  initials  and  inscription  : 

%  €. 

April  21th,  1855. 
"the  little  ones  rejoice.*' 

So,  yon  see,  sir,  that  even  the  "  children  arise  up,  and  call  you 
blessed." 

And  a  Pitcher,  inscribed  on  the  one  side : 

A 

HALF  -  CENTURY  ITIEIIORIIL 

PRESENTED 

April  24th,  1555. 
And  on  the  other : 

FROM 
THE  CONGREGATION 
OF  THE 

SOUTH  CHURCH,  SALEM,  MASS. 
TO  THEIR 
PASTOR, 

groum  6merson,  §♦ 

May  they  be  associated  in  your  mind  with  pleasant  memories  during  the 
remainder  of  your  days  —  and  may  they  be  many!  —  till  "the  silver  cord 
be  loosed,  or  the  golden  howl  be  broken,  or  the  pitcher  be  broken  at 
the  fountain." 

This  agreeable  feature  in  the  entertainment  was  entirely  unexpected  by 
Dr.  Emerson*,  and  the  flush  of  surprise  which  irradiated  his  countenance 
was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  thronged  assembly. 

The  pitcher  is  a  large  water  pitcher,  of  elegant  form,  and  is  artistically 
phased  with  a  representation  of  the  water  lily  leaf  and  flower  on  the  body. 
The  nose  is  a  mask,  personating  "Father  Thames,"  with  the  lotus  in  his 
mouth,  emblematic  of  water.  The  handle  presents  stalks  of  the  lotus 
entwined  with  lily-leaves.  The  chasing  is  of  the  boldest  and  most  elegant 
workmanship,  and  the  style  and  design  throughout  are  models  of  ta>te  and 
finish.  The  :?alver  and  goblet  are  equally  appropriate  and  beautiful,  and 
the  engraving  of  the  inscriptions  is  exquisite,  and  the  perfection  of  the  art. 
The  three  pieces  are  of  pure  and  massive  silver,  and  were  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  Jones,  Shreve,  Brown  ,\:  Co.,  Boston;  Mr.  Benjamin  Shreve, 
one  of  the  partners,  being  a  resident  of  Salem. 
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Immediately  after  the  presentation,  the  full  choir  sang,  to  the  tune  of 
"America . "  the  following 

ORIGINAL  ODE. 

WRITTEN  BY  SIRS*  CHARLES  M.  RICHARDSON. 

Our  Pastor  !  'tis  of  thee, 
On  this  glad  Jubilee, 

Of  thee  we  sing ; 
Here  in  this  placo  to  meet, 
And  our  dear  Pastor  greet, 
We  come  with  willing  feet, 

Our  song  to  bring. 

Our  fathers'  God  !  we  raise 
To  Thee  our  notes  of  praise, 

This  joyous  day  — 
Fraise  that  our  Pastor  here, 
Through  many  a  weary  year, 
Has  taught  us  in  Thy  fear, 

To  Heaven  the  way. 

Long  may  our  P.istor  live, 
His  presence  gladness  give, 

And  peace  and  love  — 
And  0  !  when  shadows  fall, 
And  earthly  visions  pall, 
Be  Thou  his  "All  in  All," 

Great  God  above  ! 

Afterwards  ensued  many  interesting  addresses,  interspersed  with 
enchanting  music  from  the  choir. 

The  first  speaker  introduced  was  Hon.  Charles  W.  Upiiam,  formerly 
pastor  of  the  First  Church,  and  subsequently  Mayor  of  Salem,  and 
member  of  Congress.    Mr.  (Jpham  said: 

I  beg  leave,  Mr.  President,  to  thank  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
for  the  houor  of  an  invitation  to  be  present  on  this  occasion.  1  consider  it 
indeed  an  li< «n< »r ;  particularly  as  it  was  personally  communicated  to  me  by 
the  senior  pastor  himself,  acting  in  concurrence  with  the  Committee.  But, 
sir.  I  think  it  proper,  in  all  candor  and  frankness,  to  say  that  I  should 
have  come  witluHlt  an  invitation.  Nothing  could  have  kept  QIC  away  from 
this  scene.  It  has  attractions  to  which  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  me  not  to  yield. 

It  carries  me  back  over  the  whole  range  of  my  mature  life.  When, 
more  than  thirty  years  ago,  I  was  led  to  fix  my  abode  in  this  city,  the 


venerable  man  towards  whom  we  have  expressed  to-day  the  respect  and 
affection  we  have  all  ever  felt*  by  the  dignity  of  his  deportment,  and  the 
wisdom  <>f  his  course,  had  already  become  regarded,  by  his  brethren  and 
the  community,  as  a  Father  in  our  Israel.  For  twenty  years  I  was  engage^ 
in  the  same  professional  pursuits  with  him.  Although  belonging  to 
different  denominations,  and  occupying,  in  some  respects,  quite  opposite 
theological  positions,  circumstances,  cherished  in  the  memory  of  both  of  us, 
caused  our  paths  to  cross,  and  often  brought  us  into  contact.  Sectarian 
controversies,  now  happily,  and  I  trust,  forever  suspended,  were  prevalent 
then.  But  I  do  no  mure  than  repeat  here  and  now,  what  I  have  always 
said,  during  my  whole  acquaintance  with  him,  that  in  his  public  walk  and 
private  intercourse,  he  has  been  a  model  of  a  true  Christian  gentle- 
man and  minister. 

I  have  had  -ume  little  opportunity  to  witness,  as  a  near  observer,  what 
are  considered  the  highest  forms  of  public  life;  ami  hesitate  not  to  express 
the  opinion  that  no  position  to  which  political  ambition  may  aspire,  can 
transcend,  in  true  greatness,  the  office  of  a  Christian  pastor  and  teacher. 
He  who  lias  tilled  that  office  faithfully  and  successfully  for  half  a  century 
must  be  allowed  to  have  accomplished  an  amount  of  usefulness,  and  ex- 
perienced an  aggregate  felicity  of  lot,  above  the  reach  of  any  station, 
in  the  whole  structure  of  our  Government,  in  an}-  of  its  departments, 
State  or  National. 

With  these  sentiments  and  views.  I  cannot  but  take  the  liveliest  ami 
deepest  interest  in  this  occasion,  and  sympathize  fully  in  all  the  personal 
affections,  unci  hxtc  general  a^.-ociations  and  reflections  to  which  it  elevates 
every  thoughtful  mind. 

The  continuance  of  the  pastoral  relation  for  half  a  century  is  indeed  a 
rare  occurrence  —  how  rare  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  there  have  been  but 
two  other  instances  of  it  in  all  the  annals  of  this  ancient  city.  Most 
heartily  and  cordially  I  congratulate  this  church  and  society  upon  the 
privilege  they  have  enjoyed  fur  so  remarkable  a  length  of  time.  But  few 
religious  bodies  have  had  so  happy  an  experience,  and  none  have  been 
more  worthy  of  it.  The  wisdom  and  Steadfastness  of  the  pastor  have  been 
paralleled,  all  along,  by  the  harmony  and  fidelity  of  the  people.  They 
have  each  acted  well  their  part,  ami  filled  well  their  sphere.  To  each  this 
community  has  been  constantly  indebted  for  salutary  influences;  and  each 
will  Forever  be  remembered  as  having  respectively  presented  examples  of 
what  clergymen  and  congregations  ought  to  be. 

I  will  occupy  a  moment  more  on  a  topic  introduced  by  the  preacher,  this 
afternoon,  in  his  admirable  sketch  of  the  events  and  characters  embraced 
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in  the  retrospect  of  his  ministry.  In  speaking  of  his  predecessor, 
colleague,  and  father-in-law,  Dr.  Hopkins,  he  mentioned  his  connection 
with  political  life. 

Daniel  Hopkins  engaged  in  the  business  of  keeping  a  private  school  in 
this  town,  having  erected  a  building  for  that  purpose,  in  17G9.  In  that 
schooHiouse  he  held  religious  services  before  he  was  ordained  as  pastor  of 
this  church  and  society. 

The  Third  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts  convened  at  Water- 
town.  May  31st,  1775.  Hon.  Richard  Derby,  Jr.,  Mr.  John  Pickering, 
Jr.,  Captain  Samuel  Williams,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Hopkins,  were  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  Salem.  In  that  Congress  Mr.  Hopkins  took  an  active  and 
conspicuous  part,  serving  on  many  important  committees.  It  was  in  session 
on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  h  completed  the  work  of  organ- 
izing Massachusetts  for  the  Revolution,  and  led  the  United  Colonies  on  in 
that  great  movement.  No  patriot  was  more  zealous  in  the  cause  than  31  r. 
Hopkins.    lie  was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Council  in  1770 — 1778. 

In  the  meantime,  arrangements  were  matured  for  his  ordination,  which 
took  place  November  18th,  1778.* 

The  circumstances  of  his  election  to  the  Provincial  Congress  were  rather 
peculiar.  Cincinnatus  was  not  more  suddenly  or  unexpectedly  thrust  from 
private  into  public  life.  My  friend.  Charles  W.  Palfray,  a  member  of 
this  society,  has  put  into  my  hands,  since  entering  the  church  this  evening, 
a  paper  from  which  I  will  read  an  extract.  The  document  is  copied  from 
an  original  statement,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  which  I  found  some  years 
ago,  in  examining  the  valuable  old  papers  in  the  archives  of  our  city: 

"Mr.  Hopkins  was  in  his  school,  with  all  his  pupils  around  him  —  a 
Committee  of  the  Town  came  in,  and  said,  the  T<»wn  had  chosen  him  to  go 
to  the  Provincial  Con-jress.  * 

"Mr.  Hopkins  hatl  no  Reason  to  expect  this.  He  informed  the  Com- 
mittee that  he  was  willing  to  serve  his  Town  and  Country;  hut  could  not 
suppose  that  he  was  called  to  do  it  in  the  way  now  proposed. 

M  Men  there  were  enough  in  the  Town  who  were  qualified  to  represent 
the  Town.  He  was  engaged  in  a  useful  Employment;  this  was  the  way  in 
which  he  expected  to  procure  daily  Bread  for  his  little  Family,  &e. 

"The  Committee  said  no  man  would  go.  A  dark  Cloud  hung  over  the 
Community,  &C,  &C,  and  that  it  was  his  Duty  to  go.  They  suggested 
that  provision  would  he  made  for  support,  &c. 

"Mr.  Hopkins  therefore,  upon  a  second  application,  dismis'd  his 
Scholars,  cad  went.    By  this  he  gave  up  an  income  of  500  D.  per  year." 


•See  >"otcs. 
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I  canni't  but  congratulate  this  society,  and  I  do  most  particularly  con- 
gratulate you,  sir,  that,  during  your  whole  titty  years,  no  committee  ever 
broke  int<>  your  premises,  ami  compelled  you  to  go  to  Congress. 

Rev.  Samuel  M.  Worostkr,  D.  P..  pastor  of  the  Tabernacle  Church, 
was  next  introduced*  and  remarked: 

My  much  respected  friend  who  presides  here  this  evening  has  informed 
you  that  he  has  found  himself  in  very  different  circumstances  from  tho&q 
which  he  anticipated  at  the  time  he  consented  to  occupy  his  present  position. 
I  may  say  the  same  of  myself.  I  received  an  invitation  to  he  here,  and 
was  told  that  some  remarks  from  me  would  be  expected  or  desired;  and 
thus,  as  at  other  times,  it  would  seem  that  whether  willing  or  not  willing, 
there  are  those  who  are  pressed  into  service,  and  are  obliged  to  pay  for  the 
invitation  which  they  receive,  by  affording  entertainment  in  such  manner 
as  best  they  can. 

But  I  should  have  been  here  without  being  invited.  The  very  idea  of 
this  occasion  —  the  simple  thought  that  one  man.  for  fifty  years,  has  been  a 
preacher  and  pastor  to  one  congregation  —  has  for  me  a  power  of  inspiration 
to  move  all  the  sensibilities  of  my  heart.  But  I  cannot  speak  as  I  would. 
I  cannot  allow  myself  to  attempt  any  such  address  as,  perhaps,  I  might 
make  if  it  were  not  that  so  many  were  yet  to  speak.  I  have  myself  been 
crowded  out  when  reserved  among  the  last ;  and  I  will  not  be  guilty  of 
thus  beating  any  gentleman  here  this  evening. 

I  confess  that  I  have  not  entertained  a  desire  of  living  to  be  an  acred 
pa>tor  in  actual  service  ;  but  as  L  have  witnessed  the  scenes  of  this  day.  I 
have  been  to  much  affected  that  I  find  my  feelings  somewhat  modified  j 
and  I  have  began  to  think  that  if  I  could  be  sure  of  receiving  such 
expressions  of  reverence  and  esteem  as  I  have  seen  so  freely  manifested, 
I  might  be  disposed  to  think  it  quite> an  object  to  be1  gained,  if  I  could 
have  a  similar  experience.  But  a  Jubilee  I  can  never  expeet  to  have; 
and  it  is  not  probable  that  any  one  of  all  the  pastors  here  will  reach  such 
an  occasion;  and  sure  I  am  that  no  one  will  ever  have  a  more  joyous  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  hi?  pastorate. 

This  is  not  the  time  for  any  formal  address*  It  is  not  a  di.-course  of  the 
intellect,  but  of  the  heart,  that  is  appropriate  to  this  jubilant  occasion.  We 
have  come  together  to  interchange  our  sentiments  and  sympathies  in  die 
freest  manner  of  sincere  and  warm  emotion.  To  you.  my  venerable  friend, 
I  could  say  much,  while  joining  with  those  who  have  preceded  me,  in 
their  expressions  of  high  and  honorable  regard.    But  may  I  be  permitted 
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to  intimate  that  I  have  been  prompted  to  inquire,  as  I  have  listened  to 
them,  whether  they  had  not  :i  little  forgotten  that  you  are  still  alive  and 
here  among  OS.  Some  things  certainly  Ave  should  say,  if  you  were  no 
longer  among  the  living,  that  we  cannot  say  now.  Perhaps  you  may  antici- 
pate, in  0  measure,  what  these  would  he;  and  you  will  allow  me  to  add. 
that  I  have  been  reminded  of  an  incident  in  the  life  of  Dr.  Enunons. 
When  the  "  Sago  of  Franklin"  was  approaching  his  ninetieth  year,  I  be- 
lieve, a  certain  eccentric  clergyman,  who  had  been  one  of  his  pupils,  was 
deputed  to  prepare  himself  to  preach  his  funeral  sermon ! 

The  sermon  was  not  only  prepared,  hut  was  actually  read  to  Dr. 
Emmons  himself,  who  felt  constrained  to  interpose  his  objections  to  certain 
parts  of  the  elaborate  eulogy  ;  whereupon  the  eulogist  said  to  him,  —  [  can 
hardly  venture  to  repeat  just  what  I  have  heard  that  he  said,  hut  I  will, — 
"  Dr.  Emnions,  you  must  n't  speak ;  you  are  a  dead  man!  " 

I  have  thought,  my  venerated  friend,  that  you  must  receive  some  things 
here  to-night  somewhat  as  if  you  were  dead!  although  we  trust  that  you 
will  yet  live  for  years  among  us.  ami  enjoy  the  expressions  of  such  affection 
and  respect  as  you  are  now  receiving. 

When,  fifty  years  ago  this  day,  my  reverend  father,  to  whom  you 
referred  this  afternoon,  gave  you  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  he  little 
expected,  probably,  that  you  would  he  alive,  sir,  a  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
your  ordination  ;  and  as  little.  I  apprehend,  did  you  yourself  have  any  such 
thought  or  expectation;  and,  perhaps,  least  of  ail  was  it  expected  that  the 
little  boy,  whom  he  left  at  home  in  County  street,  would,  fifty  years  after- 
wards, he  found  in  the  position  which  I  hold  on  this  occasion.  You  spoke 
of  the  solemnities  of  your  ordination  day  as  if  your  heart  was  very  tenderly 
affected,  and  as  if  you  had  often  reverted  to  the  scene  witli  a  melting 
interest.  I  now  have  in  my  hand  that  identical  expression  of  fellowship 
which  my  father  gave  you.  as  I  doubt  not,  with  the  warmest  cordiality. 
You  remember  what  he  said ;  and  if  now,  after  >ueh  a  lapse  of  years,  there 
was  any  need  of  a  renewal  of  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  I  think  that  I 
could  give  it  to  you  again,  adopting  every  sentiment  which  he  then  uttered. 
A  better  one  I  could  not  possibly  give  you. 

Sometimes,  you  know,  in  our  marriage  ceremonies,  we  arc  requested  to 
make  the  service  "strong"  that  the  parties  may  he  more  sure  to  hold 
fast  in  their  connection.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  connection 
between  you  and  your  people  was  made  very  strong;  at  least,  I  do  not 
think  that  you  need  a  renewal  of  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  from  me. 

If  the  time  allowed,  however.  I  should  be  glad  to  read  some  passages 
from  my  father's  manuscript.     I  would  simply  say,  that  after  speaking  of 
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Christian  fellowship,  in  its  holy  and  exalting  nature,  be  proceeded  to  a 
direct  address  to  yourself,  the  pastor  elect;  and^  as  ho  drew  towards  the 
elo-o,  he  >a:d :  "  3Lty  (lod  Almighty  hless  thee,  my  brother.  May  your 
mini-try  be  long,  successful,  and  happy."  Did  he  ever  offer  a  prayer  in 
his  life  that  WAS  more  exactly  answered  ? 

In  his  address  t«>  the  people  of  this  church  and  society,  lie  reminded 
them  of  their  high  obligations  to  God  for  the  auspicious  circumstances  of 
the  occasion.  He  referred  particularly  to  the  "new  and  magnificent" 
sanctuary  which  had  just  been  completed ;  and  truly  did  he  thus  sneak  of 
it,  for  in  all  the  region  there  was  then  no  House  of  God  that  would  at  all 
compare  with  this  structure.  Jfou  have  beep  greatly  favored,  dear  sir, 
and  much  above  your  brethren  generally,  in  having  occupied  such  a  house 
as  this  from  the  beginning  of  your  ministry;  but  it  has  been  a  far  greater 
privilege  to  occupy  the  hearts,  and  to  dwell  as  you  have  in  the  hearts  —  the 
Warm  affections  —  of  such  a  church  and  society. 

My  father  also  referred  with  great  tenderness  to  the  senior  pastor,  with 
whom  you  were  associated  j  and  exhorted  your  people  to  pray  much  for 
their  pastors,  and  forget  not  their  debt  of  gratitude  to  that  God  of  all  grace 
who  had  given  them  such  distinguished  prosperity. 

And  now,  my  venerated  friend.  I  give  to  you  this  right  hand,  though  you 
need  it  not,  as  a  token  of  my  fellowship.  I  do  assure  you,  that,  out  of 
your  own  immediate  charge,  you  have  no  better  friends  than  the  people  and 
the  pastor  <»f  the  Tabernacle ;  and  I  give  you,  renewedly,  this  right  hand 
now  and  forever ! 

SAMUEL  Gbeelk.  K~.p.  of  Bo-ton.  a  Deacon  of  Rev.  Dr.  C«annctt\s 
Church,  was  next  announced.    He  said  : 

Mr.  President?  How  >triking  arc  the  contrasts  in  the  various  aspects 
of  life,  which  the  providence  of  the  All-wise  Disposer  of  events  calls  us  to 
Witness  within  a  few  short  month-  !  Six  or  eight  weeks  since.  I  attended 
a  funeral  service  in  a  neighboring  church,  draped  in  black.  Miggcstivc  of 
bereavement  and  grief.  The  shrouded  coffin  contained  the  remains  of  a 
classmate  whom  I  loved  as  a  friend,  and  whom  I  admired  for  his  rich 
affections,  his  rare  genius,  his  brilliant  wit,  his  varied  attainments,  and  his 
captivating  colloquial  powers.  His  family  and  his  friends  an;  consoled  with 
the  reflection,  that  these  diversified  gifts  were  consecrated  to  Humanity 
and  to  God.  Had  the  life  of  Dr.  Flint  been  spared  till  now.  no  one 
would  have  grasped  the  hand  of  his  aged  brother  with  a  readier  or  wanner 
sympathy,  fur  his  heart  was  full  of  friendship  and  affection,  and  his 
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eloquent  lips  would  have  charmed  us.  as  they  often  have  done,  with 
utterances  befitting  the  occasion.  The  garden  and  the  sepulchre  arc  in 
close  proximity.  Joy  and  sorrow  follow  each  other  in  endless  a:nJ  rapid 
suoeession  in  the  varied  scenes  of  lite. 

I  will  not  linger  longer  at  the  grave  of  my  friend  ;  for  the  environment 
of  smiling  faces  reminds  me  that  this  is  the  season,  not  of  sorrow,  hut  of 
joy.  As  we  were  made  to  rejoice  with  the  happy,  as  well  as  to  weep  with 
the  sad,  nature  prompts  us  to  commemorate  the  various  epochs  and  events 
of  life  with  appropriate  rites.  You  do  well,  my  friends,  to  celebrate  this 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  your  senior  minister,  (the  Golden 
Wedding  of  pastor  and  people,)  with  solemn  service  at  the  church  which 
has  been  consecrated  by  his  prayers,  where  he  has  often  met  you  :it  the 
baptismal  font,  and  at  the  table  of  our  common  Lord;  and  it  is  fit  and 
pleasant  also  1 1  meet  in  a  le.-»s  formal  manner,  as  now,  to  congratulate  the 
"Old  Man  Eloquent,"  and  to  address  each  other  in  the  jubilant  tones  of 
good  fellowship,  gratitude,  and  joy. 

I  felicitate  you,  my  dear  sir.  on  the  rare  privilege  aceorded  to  you  this 
day.  Though  the  fathers  who  chose  you  for  their  spiritual  guide,  have 
passed  away,  it  is  delightful  in  the>e  times  of  change,  and  in  this  genera- 
tion of  itching  ears,  to  learn  that  their  children,  and  their  children's  chit 
dren,  cling  to  you  with  the  affection  that  glowed  in  the  hearts  of  parents 
whom,  as  we  trust,  your  ministry  fitted  for  the  employments  and  enjoyments 
of  rc:iion<  bevond  the  skies.  What  sight  is  more  gratifving  than  to  see 
a  confiding  people  listening  with  delight  and  eager  attention  to  a  beloved 
pastor,  who  has  iu.-trueted  them  and  their  fathers  for  half  a  century  in 
**  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  "  '.' 

I  rejoice,  my  dear  sir,  to  rind  you  bearing  fruit  in  old  age.  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  my  friends,  differing  as  we  may.  in  some  respects,  that  our  sym- 
pathies are  more  in  accordance  than  our  creeds.  It  may  he*  partly  owing 
to  my  advanced  period  of  life,  (for  1,  like  your  minister,  am  well  stricken 
in  years.)  l.ut  so  it  i-.  I  confess,  that  to  my  taste,  the  golden  fruit  of  old 
trees  is  more  savory  and  nutritious,  than  the  unripe  gatherings  of  verdant 
saplings.  May  the  tree  that  has  weathered  the  sunshine  ami  the  storms  of 
seventy->even  seasons  —  whose  leaves  are  still  green,  and  whose  hranehes 
are  still  vigorous  and  strong.  —  be  spared  to  hear  mellow  fruit  for  years 
to  come ! 

It  will  surprise  some  of  yon,  perhaps,  to  sec  me  in  company  where  I  am 
so  little  known,  but  where  I  am  most  happy  to  he;  yet  I  think  you  must 
allow  that  I  have  a  claim  to  he  here,  when  I  inform  you  that  my  aerjuaint- 
anee  with  Dr.  Emerson  commenced  nearly  sixty  years  ago.    In  the  year  of 
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Grate  1706,  we  were  schoolfellows  at  an  academy  in  Now  Ipswich,  (New 
Hampshire,)  of  which  the  late  Dr.  Worcester  (whose  name  is  fragrant  in 
the  churches )  was  tin.-  L'reeeptor. 

If  I  mistake  not,  young  Emerson  had  then  arrived  to  man's  estate,  while 
I  was  only  a  lad  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years.  Efis  age  and  weight  of  char- 
acter  made  him  the  Mentor"  of  the  seh<>ol.  I  am  willing  to  acknow- 
ledge that,  had  [,  with  the  docile  disposition  of  Telemachus,  heeded  his 
advice,  and  followed  his  example.  I  should  have  been  a  better  scholar,  and 
a  better  hoy  than  I  WAS. 

L  now  take  leave  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  my  Mentor,  for  a 
shaking  which  he  once  gave  me  for  my  rude  conduct  in  the  ante-room, 
at  an  exhibition  in  which  he  had  a  part,  and  which  he  performed  with  dis- 
tinguished success,  as  he  has  the  various  parts  since  assigned  him  in  the 
great  drama  of  life.  He  did  it,  however,  with  a  benignant  countenance, 
which  implied,  as  nui  h  as  if  he  had  spoken  it,  schoolmaster  fashion,  "My 
little  fellow,  sixty  years  from  this  time  you  may  lie  ready  to  thank  me 
for  what  I  am  now  doing  for  your  good."  I  do  now  thank  you  for  it,  with 
the  understanding  that  I  ask  not  for  the  continuance  of  such  mercies  as 
this,  trusting  that  when  you  shake  me  in  future  (as  I  hope  yon  often  will) 
ir  may  be  by  the  hand,  a^  noWi  rather  than  by  the  shoulder,  as  formerly. 

Christian  friends,  I  will  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  (it  may  be  the  only 
one  I  shall  ever  have)  to  express  the  hope  that,  worshipping  at  different 
altars,  and  under  various  ministrations,  we  may  all  unite,  heart  and  hand, 
in  promoting  the  cause  of  righteousness,  peace,  and  love.  A\"e  shall  thus 
become  "one  in  Christ/'  though  diverse  in  creed. 

The  President  next  announced  the  Rev.  James  W.  Thompson,  D.  D., 
Pastor  of  the  Barton  Square  Church.    Dr.  Thompson  said: 

This  is  the  tir>t  intimation  I  have  had  that  I  should  he  called  on  to  take 

part  in  these  proceedings.  I  will  obey  the  Chairman,  notwithstanding; 
and  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  assembly  to  a  wry  tew  words  expressive  of 
my  hearty  intore.-t  in  the  occasion,  and  of  my  great  respect  for  the  venerated 
father  whom  it  is  designed  to  honor.  hilst  I  would  congratulate  him  on 
the  Singular  felicity  of  his  position,  and  on  the  cheerful  memories  and 
blessed  hopes  with  which  the  day  is  fraught,  I  would  take  the  liberty  also 
to  remind  his  congregation  that  theirs  is  an  unusual  distinction,  and  one  in 
which  they  may  well  rejoice  before  the  Lord.  If  the  fitting  language  of 
this  Jubilee  on  the  one  side  is.     ^W•11  done,  good  and  faithful  servant," 
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on  the  other  it  is,  "  We  arc  bound  to  thank  God  for  you,  brethren,  because 
that  your  faith  growcth  exceedingly  and  the  eharity  of  every  one  of 
you  all  to  each  other  aboundcth."  It  i-  certainly  to  the  credit  of  both 
pastor  and  people  that  the  harmony  of  this  relation  has  continued  unbroken 
through  all  these  years,  ami  that  the  faithful  and  devoted  service  of  the  one 
is.  reciprocated  so  cordially  by  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  other. 

Occasions  of  this  kind  are  of  rery  infrequent  occurrence.  In  the  nature 
of  things  it  must  bo  so.  Few  ministers  attain  to  the  length  of  days  requi- 
site for  the  honors  of  a  Jubilee,  to  say  nothing  of  the  uncertain  tenure  of 
the  clerical  otnec  in  "these  days  of  novelty  and  chancre,"  as  they  were 
characterized  by  the  reverend  preacher  this  afternoon.  I  think  we  should 
make  the  in<»<t  of  them  when  they  do  occur.  I  am  sure  there  will  not  soon 
he  another  in  this  city;  and  when  I  lock  round  on  my  brethren  in  the  min" 
istry  —  without  wishing  to  say  a  word  to  (lamp  the  ardor  of  the  most 
sanguine — I  cannot  but  think  it  would  require  a  pretty  large  premium  to 
insure  to  either  of  us  the  gratifications  of  such  a  celebration.  But  for  this 
very  reason  we  can  the  more  earnestly  rejoice  with  our  revered  father  that, 
"having  obtained  help  of  God,  he  continues  unto  the  present  time,"'  when 
it  is  permitted  him  to  hear  the  testimony  of  fifty  years,  in  one  concurrent 
expression,  to  the  ability  and  faithfulness  with  which  he  has  met  the 
requisitions  of  his  sacred  office. 

Sir,  perhaps  there  is  no  one  in  this  assembly  whom  the  Providence  of 
(rod  has  qualified  to  enter  more  heartily  into  the  feelings  and  sympathies  of 
the  hour  than  myself.  Tt  is  only  a  little  more  than  a  year  since  I  had  the 
rare  pleasure  of  uniting  with  the  parishioners  and  other  friends  of  my  own 
lamented  father  in  a  similar  celebration.  I  know  full  well  the  trembling 
and  yet  I  may  say  pleasing  anxiety  with  which,  for  a  long  time,  he  anticL 
patcd  the  coming  of  the  day.  L  know  the  strange  mixture  of  joy  and 
sorrow,  of  pleasure  and  pain  —  entirely  new  in  his  experience  —  which  the 
day  brought  t«»  his  bosom)  and  I  knew  t"<>  the  unalloyed  satisfaction  and 
joy  it  gave  him  as  king  as  he  continued  to  lire  —  what  a  sunny  spot  it  was 
to  him  —  h"W  it  gilded  by  its  brightness  every  dark  passage  between  it  and 
his  grave  —  what  a  perennial  fountain  of  comfort  it  was  to  him.  flowing 
>tcadily  into  his  heart  from  the  midnight  hour  when  he  ceased  to  receive 
the  congratulations  of  his  friends,  to  that  calm  Sunday  morning  when,  as  the 
hell,  which  summoned  the  Worshippers  to  the  altar  where  he  had  so  long  led 
their  devotions,  stopped  tolling,  he  peacefully  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  yielding 
up  his  spirit  to  the  Father  who  gave  it.  I  shall  be  pardoned  this  personal 
allu>ion,  imwnui  h  as  it  gives  me  the  Opportunity  t.>  express  the  Wish  — 
which  I  do  in  all  -ineerity —  that  our  revered  Either  here  may  live  much 
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longer  to  cnj>y,  :m<l  may  enjoy  to  a  higher  degree,  if  that  be  possible,  the 
recollections  and  grateful  associations  of  this  daj. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  well  known  to  you,  and  to  most  others  here,  that  I 
have  not  agreed  with  our  venerable  friend  in  all  points  of  theological  opinion. 
For  this  reason  I  have  not  had  that  intercourse  and  fellowship  with  him  as 
a  minister  which  would  have  been  most  gratifying,  and.  I  doubt  not,  profit- 
able to  me.  Nevertheless,  having  lived  as  a  neighbor  by  his  side  for  more 
than  twenty  year-.  I  have  had  abundant  opportunity  to  observe  his  manner 
of  life  amongst  us.  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  my  humble  testi- 
mony to  the  simplicity  and  dignity,  the  godly  sincerity  and  Christian 
charity,  with  which  he  has  ever  borne  himself  as  a  servant  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  I  thank  God.  I  am  not  insensible  to  eminent  worth  wherever 
I  see  it.  I  should  be  ashamed  of  myself  if  my  heart  were  not  stirred 
within  me  and  attracted  by  true  manifestations  of  the  Christian  faith  and 
spirit,  with  whatsoever  theological  opinions  associated,  and  in  whatsoever 
ecclesiastical  communions  found.  I  therefore  take  great  satisfaction  —  and 
all  the  more  because  our  venerable  friend  is  not  of  the  same  Christian 
denomination  to  which  I  belong  —  in  bringing  the  homage  of  my  profound 
respect  and  veneration,  and  laying  it  down  at  his  feet,  along  with  those 
tribute-  of  affection  which  others,  holding  nearer  and  more  endeared  rela- 
tions to  him.  have  this  evening  presented.  With  these  remarks,  sir, — 
wishing  for  <>ur  aged  father  many  days  of  usefulness  here,  and  for  his 
people  and  the  people  of  this  city  the  prolonged  benefit  of  his  Christian 
example  and  his  prayers,  and  for  us  all  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jous  Christ, 
and  an  inheritance  amongst  them  that  are  sanctified  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth. 
—  I  now  yield  the  stand  to  others  who  may  follow  me. 

Rev.  Lyman  Whiting,  of  Reading,  Chaplain  of  the  Senate  of  Massa- 
chusetts, having  been  iutrodueed,  remarked: 

Mr.  President:  The  stranger  in  London,  committing  lihnself  to  the 
maze  of  the  streets  and  lanes  of  that  vast  city,  BOOH  finds  it  needful  to 
choo.se  some  central  object  which  his  eye  can  reach  from  all  points,  in 
order  that  he  may  rectify  his  courses,  ami  find  his  way  from  given  posi- 
tions. Coming  to  some  eminence  or  open  space,  he  searches  for  sueh  an 
object,  and.  amid  ail  the  elevations  presenting  themselves,  he  soon  seleets 
the  noble,  beautiful,  and  towering  dome  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  That, 
he  can  discern  from  all  parts  of  the  wilderness  of  habitations  ami  other 
edifices,  and  by  it.  ho  can  determine  hi-  position  and  guide  his  wandering-. 
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What  that  noble  clonic  is  in  that  city,  permit  me,  Mr.  President,  to  say 
to  him  we  to-night  gather  t«>  honor  —  the  Senior  Pastor,  — you  arc  to  those 
whose  homes  surround  you.  Out  of  the  maze  of  life's  various  walks  — 
over  all  the  wilderness  of  memories  encompassing  the  dwellers  in  this 
ancient  town  ;  your  half-century  pastorate  expands  as  a  central  dome,  in 
pleasing,  graceful,  and  abiding  elevation. 

Methinks.  nr.  scarce  a  family  abiding  here  for  many  years,  but  is  accus- 
tomed to  arrange  and  certify  the  dates  of  their  domestic  history  by  refer* 
ence  to  the  periods  of  this  fifty  years'  career  in  one  eminent  public  position. 
How  many  husbands  and  wives,  neighbors  and  friends,  determine  their 
mutual  remembrances  byrecutringto  April  H4.  1805.  You,  sir,  arc  the 
cathedral  dome,  the  noble  landmark  to  the  religious,  domestic,  and  social 
life  of  these  inhabitants. 

In  the  course  of  years,  an  active  pastor  renders  services  more  or  less 
directly  to  nearly  all  the  families  of  a  city,  however  diverse  their  commu- 
nions. When  the  funeral  pall  drops  its  shadow  upon  some  family,  many 
hearts  in  the  circle  of  kindred  arc  consoled  by  the  sacred  ministries  to  the 
particular  mourners,  though  rendered  by  one  to  whom  they  otherwise  are 
strangers.  Few,  of  all  these  families,  but  in  some  scene  of  mourning  or 
of  joy,  have  partaken,  sir.  in  your  pious  labors. 

The  Speaker  then  adduced  the  instance  of  honor  given  to  Old  Men 
depicted  in  the  sixth  Iliad  —  the  n^ble  Hector  laying  off  the  trappings  of 
war,  and  gracefiuTjr  leading  the  "Aged  Councillors  of  Troy"  into  the 
tumultuous  assembly.  The  lt  Old  Men  past  fighting"  were  brought  in  to 
temper  the  impetuous  young  warriors  j  "and  so,"  said  he,  "this  Hector, 
[Rev.  Mr.  Dwincll,  the  Junior  Pastor,]  has.  with  an  exquisite  skill,  led 
bcf«»re  in  this  Aged  Counsellor  of  our  Troy,  by  a  graphic  recital  of  the 
main  matures  of  his  public  life." 

Reference  was  also  made  to  congratulations  presented  by  Hon.  Mr. 
Upham  —  that  lie.  the  Pastor,  had  never  been  waited  on  by  a  Committee 

to  Inform  him  that  he  must  go  to  Congress. 

The  Speaker  suggested  that  one  meaning  of  the  phrase,  "the  times  that 
tried  men's  souls,"  was,  that  unsuspecting  ministers  were  then  set  upon  by 
urgent  demands  to  go  to  Congress!     That  trial  he  happily  had  escaped. 

These  remarks  were  closed  by  addressing  to  tin.*  Pa.->t<»r  the  words  first 
used  to  describe  an  ancient  leader  of  Israel : 

"  Himself  a  mour.t  of  mind,  whose  shadow  creeps 
Serenely  down  through  Time's  remotest  deeps." 

So,  when  this  revered  Ta.-tnr  has  passed  from  among  the  living,  the 
Shadoic  of  /<is  Character  will  descend  to  admiring  generations. 
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Rev.  Dr.  David  0.  Au.r.x,  lately  from  India,  being  present,  was  called 
upon  to  speak.  Dr.  Alien  lias  been  connected  with  the  Bombay  Mission 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  went  out  as  early  as  ls-7,  has 
resided  twenty  years  in  Bombay,  and  several  years  more  in  the  interior. 
On  his  first  return  from  India  ho  landed  in  Salem,  from  the  ship  Black 
Warrior, commanded  by  Capt.  John  Endicott,  Jr.,  on  the  20tli  of  April. 
1S33,  and,  after  remaining  a  few  weeks  in  the  United  States,  returned  to 
his  post  in  India.  From  that  time  until  June,  ls">:).  he  did  not  again  visit 
this  country.    Dr.  Aih-n.  upon  being  introduced  by  the  President,  said: 

*  The  proceedings  of  this  evening,  in  their  nature  and  object,  belong  so 
much  to  the  Church  and  Society,  and  their  venerable  Pastor,  who  are  here 
celebrating  their  long  and  happy  connection,  and  also  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city  who  have  assembled  here  to  express  their  sympathy  with  him, 
that  I  fear  it  may  appear  like  intruding  and  presuming  for  a  stranger,  as  I 
am,  to  take  any  pact.  But  in  these  latter  days  the  circle  of  Christian 
benevolence  has  become  much  enlarged,  and  includes  many  objects  for  the 
efforts,  the  prayers,  and  the  charity  of  ministers,  which  were  unknown  to 
our  good  forefathers.  Prominent  among  these  ol  iects  is  the  cause  of 
foreign  missions,  with  which  I  have  been  for  many  years  associated,  and  in 
connection  with  which  my  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Emerson  commenced. 

Twenty-two  years  ago  this  week  I  arrived  in  this  city,  with  my  family, 
from  the  East  [utlies,  where  1  had  been  for  many  years  a  missionary  of  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions.  \Vc  arrived  on 
Saturday  evening  j  and  as  1  had  never  before  been  here,  and  was  not 
acquainted  with  any  one  in  the  city.  I  went  with  my  family  to  the 
stranger's  home  —  a  public  house.  Early  on  Sabbath  morning,  a  gentle- 
man came  and  introduced  himself  as  Mr.  Emerson,  and  invited  me  to  go 
at  once  with  my  family  to  his  house;  I  was  aware  that  a  Mr.  Emerson 
was  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  city,  but  I  had  never  seen  him,  and  was 
equally  unknown  to  him.  His  manner  was  so  kind,  his  invitation  so  cor- 
dial, and  my  own  circumstances  were  such.  (  for  we  had  been  one  hundred 
and  thirty-live  days  at  sea,  )  that  I  accepted  Ins  invitation,  and  accom- 
panied him  to  his  house.  And  L  need  not  inform  the  assembly  with  what 
kindness  we  were  received  and  entertained  in  his  family,  till  1  was  able  to 
proceed  to  my  friends.  Thus.  I  came  here  n  stranger,  ami  the  venerable 
pastor  of  this  church  having  heard  that  a  foreign  missionary  and  his 
family  had  arrived,  (how  he  heard  it  I  know  not,)  at  once  sought  us  out 
diligently,  and,  when  he  found  us,  took  us  in.  And  1  happen  to  know 
that  the  kindness  and  hospitality  which  we  experienced  were  only  what 
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have  been  extended,  I  doubt  not,  as  often  as  there  has  been  opportunity, 
to  other  missionaries,  anioug  whom  are  some  of  my  intimate  friends, 
on  their  arriving  and  departing  from  this  city.  And  I  am  happy  to 
embrace  this  opportunity  to  express,  for  myself  and  other  missionaries,  »<ur 
great  obligation  to  the  venerable  pastor  of  this  church,  ami  his  respected 
family,  fir  these  repeated  instances  of  kindness  ami  hospitality. 

I  said  that  when  1  was  so  diligently  sought  out,  and  so  kindly  enter- 
tained, I  had  my  family  with  me.  This  family  consisted  of  a  son,  then 
two  years  old,  whose  mother  died  at  his  birth,  and  who  is  all  th<'  family  I 
now  have.  As  Some  of  the  good  people  of  this  church  then  manifested 
much  interest  for  him.  and  as  they  have  not  since  seen  him.  and  probably 
have  not  heard  of  him,  they  would  perhaps  like  now  to  hear  something 
concerning  him.  Well,  soon  after  leaving  the  city,  twenty-two  years  ago, 
I  entrusted  him  to  the  care  of  my  friends,  and.  returning  to  India,  I  did 
not  see  him  till  my  recent  return  to  this  country  —  a  period  of  mure  than 
twenty  years.  In  the  meantime  he  has  grown  up  to  manhood,  has  become 
a  member  of  a  Christian  church,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  and  subse- 
quently of  the  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  in  Philadelphia,  and  he  is 
now  present  in  this  assembly. 

In  the  discourse  delivered  to-day  by  the  venerable  pastor  of  this  church, 
he  alluded  to  great  changes  which  have  taken  place  during  his  ministry. 
Among  them  must  be  reckoned  the  cause  of  foreign  missions.  This  cause 
was  not  commenced  in  this  country  until  some  years  after  the  venerable 
pastor  of  this  church  commenced  his  ministry  in  this  house.  He  saw  the 
first  foreign  mi>>ionaries  from  America  ordained  in  this  city,  ami  embark 
from  this  port  for  the  heathen  world.  And  he  has  lived  to  see  the  number 
of  such  missionaries  amount  to  several  hundreds,  the  converts  numbered 
Ity  tens  of  thousands,  and  the  income  of  the  cause  amount  to  several  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  And  I  trust  that  this  cause,  in  which  this  church 
and  its  pastor  have  always  felt  so  deep  an  interest,  and  taken  so  active  a 
part,  will  continue  to  share,  in  a  yet  increasing  degree,  in  the  affections, 
the  contributions,  and  the  prayers  of  those  who  may  worship  in  this  house, 
and  of  their  descendants,  till  the  voice  shall  he  heard  from  heaven.  Baying, 
M  Allelnlia.  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our 
Lord  and  of  his  Christ,  and  he  shall  reign  forever  and  ever." 
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Gen.  Henri  KemBle  Outer,  of  Lawrence,  for  many  years  a  resident 
of  Salem,  formerly  a  teacher  in  the  Latin  Grammar  School,  and  the  first 
Principal  of  the  Salem  English  High  ( now  Bowditeh )  School,  was  the 
next  speaker.    His  remarks  were  substantially  as  follows: 

I  should  have  done,  Mr.  President,  unnecessary  and  unpardonable  vio- 
lence to  my  feelings,  had  I  permitted  any  cause  whatever  to  have  detained 
me  fn>m  being  present  at  this  occasion  of  doing  a  most  merited  honor  to 
your  faithful  minister, — once  my  own.  —  and  from  that  time  till  now,  my 
most  valued  friend.  Indeed,  when,  a  few  days  since,  my  friend  here  at 
my  side,  (Mr.  Chapman,)  for  many  years  a  member  of  your  Society, 
named  the  coming  occasion  to  me,  and  invited  me  to  be  with  you.  I  felt 
that  I  could  no  more  be  absent  than  I  could  refuse  to  inhale  my  daily 
breath.  And  more  than  that,  I  have  a  right  to  he  here,  and  "  it  is  good 
for  me  to  he  here;''  for  there  come  rushing  to  my  memory  "the  days  of 
former  years."  and  cherished  associations  of  delightful  intercourse  with 
your  and  my  venerated  friend,  and  with  very  many  of  his  parishioners  of  a 
remote  day.  some  of  whom  yet  survive  and  are  here,  though  many  "have 
fallen  asleep." 

And  as  my  memory  runs  back  to  gather  some  few  gleanings  from  among 
the  reminiscences  of  my  earlier  residence  in  Salem,  there  appears  vividly  in 
the  foreground,  a  day  of  early  June,  the  Kith,  in  the  year  of  Grace  1819, 
when,  taking  leave  of  my  father  and  mother,  and  all  at  home.  T  left 
Boston,  a  beardless  boy  of  eighteen  years,  some  few  months  from  college, 
and  with  my  little  all  in  a  very  little  trunk,  hardly  so  large  as  a  bandbox 
that  would  hold  my  hat.  L  took  stage  fa-  Salem,  to  begin  the 
most  laborious  work  of  cramming  little  boys  with  as  much  Greek 
and  Latin,  as  would  stand  them  in  hand  when  under  the  screws  of  the 
learned  Popkin  and  Beck,  of  the  I  diversity.  Leaving  my  home  and  my 
mother.  —  and  every  honest  Lad  that  ever  went  through  that  trying  and 
sorrowful  season,  feeling  all  about  the  spot  known  as  w  Adam's  Apple," 
that  choking  and  sufibeating  sensation,  commonly  called  home-sickness, 
must  sympathize  with  me,  —  Leaving  my  mother,  the  earliest  memory  of 
whom  is  associated  with  the  very  music  which  we  have  ju>t  sung  in  vender 
el  oir,  in  the  strains  of  Billings's  glorious  .Jordan.  I  came  among  you  a 
total  stranger.  But,  received  and  welcomed,  as  I  was.  as  a  member  of 
your  household,  [addressing  Dr.  I&ersox,]  by  both  yourself  and  by  her, 
who,  through  so  long  and  peaceful  a  life,  has  walked  with  you  the  quiet 
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path  of  your  earthly  journey ,  T  found  :i  new  father,  a  now  mother,  and  a 
new  homo,  and  speedily  became  convalescent  of  my  sickness. 

And  I  have  yet  another  ri^ht  to  he  here.  The  SOU  of  a  clergyman  of 
your  neighboring  town  of  Beverly,  reared  among  tlie  clerical  associates  of 
my  father,  himself  the  intimate  friend  of  your  father-in-law,  and  predeces- 
sor and  colleague.  Dr.  Hopkins,  as  well  as  of  yourself.  I  have  sympathies 
with  clergymen,  such  as  the  sons  of  the  clergy  can  alone  possess;  and 
that  such  sympathies  exist,  your  moderator,  (Mr.  Huntington,)  himself  of 
that  honored  Lineage;  will  join  in  testimony. 

And  I  here  take  occasion  to  say,  that  no  impressions  of  my  earlier  days 
are  more  vivid  than  those  created  by  my  parents,  in  their  frequent  men- 
tion of  the  kindness  and  sympathy  extended  to  them  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hopkins,  at  the  tune  of  the  misunderstandings  between  my  father  and  the 
parish  of  which  he  was  the  minister,  and  which  resulted  in  a  dissolution  of 
his  connection  with  it.  Specially  eloquent  was  my  mother,  during  all  her 
loner  life,  when  she  spoke,  as  often  she  did.  of  the  devoted  friendship,  the 
most  Seasonable  and  the  unremitted  kindness,  and  the  practical  sympathy 
extended  towards  her  by  Mrs.  Hopkins.  I  remember  this  excellent  woman 
most  vividly  ;  and  I  desire  to  be  grateful  that  I  had,  when  under  your 
roof,  frequent  opportunity  of  acknowledging  her  friendly  offices  to  my 
father's  family.  And  most  cordially  and  heartily  do  I  here  repeat  those 
acknowledgments,  and  renew  my  thanks  for  much  and  ofr-repeated  and 
excellent  counsel  given  to  me  by  you.  sir.  in  those  earlier  days  of  my  resi- 
dence here. — counsel,  the  value  of  which  I  know  and  feel,  and  which 
helped  to  make  me  to  be  a  passably  useful  member  of  society.  And  though 
it  may  seem  strange  that,  reared  amid  such  goodly  advice  and  such  whole- 
some influences.  I  did  not  grow  to  tiie  stature  of  perfection  in  humanity, 
even  to  the  pert'  .  tu<'-<  of  the  patterns  hefore  me.  it  is  to  me  no  small 
source  of  j<>y  and  thanksgiving  that  I  am  no  worse  than  T  am. 

But  my  ni'»ro  special  associations  with  your  parish  were  as  a  member  of 
yourch«»ir:  and  I  well  remember  that,  urging  down  all  the  objections  raised 
by  that  native  modesty  and  baslifnlness  ( I)  which  have  been,  through  all  my 
life,  my  strongest  characteristics;  [laughter,]  your  pa-tor  persuaded  me  to 
take  a  place  in  yonder  gallery.  I  low  well  do  I  reinemher  that  second  Sun- 
day of  that  month  of  .June  !  How  weil  do  I  remember  and  recall  the 
features  and  the  form  of  even'  associate  with  whom,  for  so  many  years,  I 
raised  my  \oiee  in  singing  the  praises  of  God  in  this  His  holy  temple  ! 
some  of  whom  yet  survive  and  arc  here,  though  many  have  pas.-ed  the 
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outer  bounds  of  life,  and,  I  trust,  are  now  joining  with  saintfl  and 
angels  in  the  nearer  presence  ut'  the  Holiest*  in  that 

"  Undisturbed  6onff  of  pure  concent, 

As  sum:  bclorc  the  s.ipnhiro-colored  throne. 

To  Him  that  SltB  ta-.TCon, 

With  saintly  shout  ;md  solemn  jubiiec  !  " 

Several  of  them  remained  members  of  the  choir  for  many  years;  for  in 

those  davs  a  permanent  service  there  was  much  mure  common  than  it  is 
now,  and  both  "young  men  and  maidens,  ohl  men  and  children,  praised 
the  name  of  the  Lord"  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  I  myself  hare,  during 
nearly  forty-rive  years,  taken  my  place  at  church  among  the  "singing-men 
and  the  staging-women,"  always  believing  it  to  be  "a  good  thing  t<»  sing 
praised  unto  the  Lord"  in  ••His  holy  temple ; "  and  so  I  shall  probably 
continue  to  do,  until  choral  Young  America  crowds  me  out. 

I  believe  I  shall  be  pardoned.  —  nay.  it  may  perhaps  be  pleasant,  —  if  I 
make  BOU10  little  particular  reference  to  the  choir  as  it  was  at  that  time, 
even  to  the  naming  of  names.  Fir>t  of  all.  and  "  tofo  rertlre  sn/tra"  — 
"head  and  shoulders  above  all  of  us" — was  our  excellent  leader,  the 
late  Judge  Biases,  who  died  a  few  years  since  at  Brooklyn, — a  good  law- 
yer, a  sound  scholar,  and  skillful  musician. 

Among  the  gentlemen  were  Palfray,  Sprague,  Brooks,  Batchelder, 
Bancroft,  SafFord,  J.  Hani-  Jewett,  D.  Warner,  H.  Towne,  f  ail  now 
deceased,)  John  .Jewett.  C.  Warner.  Hood.  Foster,  and  Towne  and  Towne 
and  Towne.  (brothers,)  and  Oliver,  and  two  Hooks,  (now  living.)  <>i' 
Ellas  and  George  <i.  Hook,  I  may  here  say.  that  about  the  time  of  which 

I  speak  (1819-23)  they  were  beginning  to  turn  their  attention  to  the 
truly  great  art  of  organ-building,  —  an  art  in  which  they  have  since  attained 
so  great  and  so  highly  deserved  a  celebrity.  Of  the  Towne-.  it  may  also 
be  added,  that,  whilst  good  old  Salem  has  passed  away  from  its  ancient 

municipal  form  of  townrgovernmcnt  and  beCOIUO  a  city,  your  sinking  choir 

htj  constantly  kept  up  it-  organization  of  Townes,  and  lot-  of  them, — 

fathers  and  uonSj — have  always  been,  and  now  continue  to  lie,  tenants  of 

the  musical  end  of  this  house.    Sic  tcniper  sit  J 

Of  the  ladies  Who  were  there,  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  making 

mention,  since  moat,  if  not  all,  of  them,  long  since  grew  tired  of  their 
maiden  names,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  Law,  and  of  go.,.1  custom,  in 
such  case  made  and  provided,  and  by  "benefit  of  clergy,"  changed  them 

for  others.  There  were  then  a  Williams,  — eminent  in  voice  and  skill.  — a 
Jenks,  an  Eames,  two  Brooks,  a  Felt,  a  Mann,   (among  the  women 
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singers,)  a  (build,  a  Lane1.  1  Saunders,  and  five  Mandfolila.  r  believe 
that  hut  three  of  these  ladies  are  dead.  There  was  yet  one  more,  whose 
name  I  do  oot  utter,  because,  when  questioned  by  her  to-day,  at  home,  as 
to  my  intent  to  make  reference  to  the  old  choir  by  name,  I  gave  my  word 
of  promise  and  honor  that  she  should  ge  uncalled  for.  I  will,  therefore, 
only  say  that,  from  among  the  many  worthy  ones  there,  I  really  believe  I 
helped  myself  to  the  worthiest,  and  have  journeyed  the  journey  of  life 
with  her.  down  to  this  present  time  of  speaking.  You  may  guess  the  name 
if  you  please,  and  believe  me  when  I  assure  you  that,  from  my  own 
experience,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  a  good  Cook  will  not  fail 

to  make  a  good  Wife. 

Yet.  retracing  my  steps  a  moment.  I  must  heg  permission  to  make  more 
special  reference  to  two  gentlemen,  between  whom  and  myself,  there  con- 
tinued the  closest  relation  of  personal  intimacy  for  a  very  long  period  of 
years,  and  until  interrupted  by  death. — death  that  spares  no  loves,  that 
heeds  no  friendships,  that  stops  at  no  t « ::r>.  that  Listens  at  no  cry  of  sorrow. 
These  were  the  late  Hon.  Warwick  Palfray,  dr..  formerly  editor  of  the 
Essex  (now  Salem )  Register,  and  whose  family  is  still  of  tins  parish  ;  and  the 
late  John  Harris  Jewett,  Esq.,  a  former  business  partner  of  Deacon 
Etiphalct  Kimball,  once  of  this  church,  and  lately  deceased  at  Maiden. 
Both  of  these  gentlemen  were  prominent  a-  members  of  the  choir,  constant 
at  rehearsals,  and  always  found  on  the  Sabbath  in  their  appropriate  places. 

They  were  of  much  skill  as  musicians,  and  of  good  and  telling  voiee. 
That  of  Mr.  Jewett  was  specially  attractive, — rich,  sweet-toned,  and  man- 
aged with  a  degree  of  taste  ami  -kill  which  could  only  he  the  prompting  of 
a  feeling  heart.  But,  above  all  this,  both  were  true  men.  full  of  the  best 
Spirit,  tuithful,  loving,  and  love  I.  A.-  I  oast  Biy  eyes  to  those  seats,  I  see 
them  now  rising  in  their  place  to  send  forth  the  voiee  of  song.  I  see  each 
feature,  and  the  form  and  manner  of  cacll.  1  hear  the  sound  of  eaeh 
several  voiee.  and  to  my  mind's  ear  come  their  utterings  of  the  choral 
harmonie-  of  God's  praise.  But  now.  alas,  the  voices  of  both  are  hushed 
by  the  palsying  touch  of  death  !  Yes, 

"  Lost  are  tho>c  dear  oropmions  of  my  tuneful  art ; 

Cold  is  Cadw.illo's  tongue ; 
Brave  Urien  sleeps  beneath  his  craggy  bed, 

And  here  we  mourn  in  vain  !  " 

But  their  Dame  dietli  not  with  in.  and  a  blessed  thing  it  is  that  such  men 
do  not,  and  cannot  pass  from  our  memories.    They  live  with  us,  and  in  us, 
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while  We  live,  and  happy  Will  it  be  for  OS,  if  IfB  OUTSelvefl  can  so  live  in  the 
memories  of  those  that  shall  survive  us. 

Why  doth  each  f>irm  th.it  deeply  buried  lie«. 
So  loved,  so  honoicd,  stmd  before  our  eyes  ? 
Why  doth  the  stricken  spirit  fondly  trace 
The  cherished  features  nf  each  manly  f.icc  ? 
Is  it  that  Heaven,  in  mercy  to  our  love, 
Sends  their  pure  spirits  from  the  realms  above? 
Is  it  that  lie,  who  will'd  that  wp  should  part, 
Deigns  that  they  come  to  cheer  the  sorrowing  heart  ? 
It  must  be  so,  —  in  answer  to  our  prayer, 
Lest  we  should  turn  our  mourning  to  despair. 
Kind  Heaven  doth  bless  us:  —  from  the  realms  of  day, 
Blcis'd  Memory  comes  with  all  her  bright  array  ; 
She,  with  her  magic  war.  1,  dispels,  the  night, 
That  shuts  the  parted  from  our  loncrinq;  sicht; 
She  shows  the  face,  the  form,  the  man,  so  true, 
lhat  the  heart  leaps,  enraptured  at  the  view.  ir.  k.  o. 

But  they,  and  all  that  sang  with  tlicm,  have  vacated  their  accustomed 
seats,  and  your  eyes,  my  dear  >ir,  re>t  on  other  features,  and  your  ears 
hear  the  song  of  other  voices.  So,  too,  have  changed  the  instrumentation 
of  that  <lay;  for  in  place  of  Howard's  clarinet,  ami  L'Ouvricr's  violin, 
and  Towne's  violoncello,  stands  yonder  stately  organ,  the  workmanship  of 
the  Hooks  just  mentioned,  and  touched  by  the  fingers  of  one  of  the  multi- 
tudinous Townes  of  the  choir.  Changed,  also,  is  the  manner  of  the 
psalm  and  hymn  tunes,  and  a  more  sober,  solemn,  and  devout  style,  in 
titter  accordance  with  the  great  temple-worship,  has  taken  the  place  of 
the  rambling,  jerking,  and  illy  constructed  fugue  tunes  which  abounded, 
ami  were  even  admired  in  the  former  days.     I  have  no  sorrowing  at  their 

departure.  —  specially  none  when  I  hear,  in  their  place,  the  solemn  tones 
of  Dundee,  and  Fork,  and  Barby,  and  Jordan,  and  Martyrs,  and  t ho 
thousand  other  rich  chorals  of  the  English  and  German  school. 

But  it  is  quite  time  that  I  close;  and  tendering  to  yon.  my  dear  sir.  and 
to  your  excellent  wife,  my  most  cordial  thanks  for  the  many  wholesome 
counsels  given  me  in  the  days  of  my  sojourning  beneath  your  roof,  and 

exprcssini:  my  £n  at  gratification  that  you  honor  me  with  your  friend-hip. 
I  close  with  the  fervent  de-ire  that  all  who  have  here  on  earth  been  privi- 
leged t<>  sing  flic  praises  of  God  in  His  lower  temple  of  praise,  and  all  who, 
though  but  listeners  to  the  sons,  shall  l»e  there  gifted  with  voice  as  well  as 
heart,  may  unite  in  one  outpoured  and  o'erpowering  hymn  of  praise,  so 
full,  so  rich,  so  high,  and  so  accordant,  that 

"Even  the  windows  of  God's  own  pavilion, 
Shall  open  wide  and  drink  the  harmony." 
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Rev.  James  M.  Ilon-iv  l\>s>r  of  th"  Crombie  Street  Church,  followed 
Gen.  Oliver.    Mr.  Hoppin  said  : 

[  can  recall.  Mr.  President,  no  sneli  ricli  associations  of  the  past,  as 
th  >so  who  have  preceded.  I  am  also  one  of  the  "green  saplings"  to 
which  a  Bpcakcr  allnded,  whose  fruit  is  aot  bo  bwooI  as  that  of  the  old 
tree*,  and  I  surely  would  enter  hito  no  feeble  competition  to-night.  Bat  I 
can  truly  say,  that  all  the  deepest  and  best  feelings  of  my  heart  luive  been 
called  out.  One  of  the  circumstances  which  have  made  my  residence  in 
Salem  a  happy  one,  lias  been  the  friendship  of  my  venerable  father  in  the 
ministry.  I  have  mure  than. once  gone  to  him  for  counsel  in  a  profession 
which,  at  its  v<  ry  begjuuiing,  in  its  first  week,  requires  as  much  wisdom  as 
in  its  last  week.  That  coun>ci  has  never  been  refused,  and  our  intercourse 
has  been  most  harmonious,  and  to  me  profitable.  Almost  the  first  direct  per- 
sonal meeting  which  I  had  with  Dr.  Emerson  was  when  he  sat  as  Moder- 
ator of  the  Council  by  which  I  was  ordained,  and  as  a  poet  says  that  when 
the  mind  i<  most  awakened  and  excited,  then  impressions  are  most  deeply 
fixed,  — they  strike  in,  as  it  were.  —  it  Is,  sir,  a-  Moderator  that  I  always  in- 
voluntarily think  of  Dr.  Emerson,  and  shall  always  probably  do  bo,  —  as 
Moderator. — as  wisdom  made  calm  and  serene,  and  wiser  still  by  acre. 

Such  an  agei  sir,  seems  to  me  the  best  type  of  a  "finished  life'1  which 
this  world  can  afford.    There  may  be  finished  lives  among  scientific  men, 

and  men  of  business ;  but  the  old  ago  of  a  lite  spent  in  the  highest  service 
of  (loci,  and  developing  continually  under  the  holiest  influences,  is  a 
finished  life,  and  a  fifrtomttc  fife,  beyond  all  that  the  ancients,  or  even  the 
author  of  the  "  de  Se/iccttit?"'  ever  conceived.  It  has  a  holy  light,  a 
light  from  above,  upon  it.  which  never  entered  the  classic  imagination. 
This  scene,  sir.  this  evening,  ha-  opened  to  me  a  new  and  singular  revehh 
tion.     T  had  always  supposed  that  triumphs,  and  rejoicings,  and  ovations. 

were  for  the  groat  men  of  the  world,  the  statesmen,  canqueran,  and 
scholars,  atid  that  the  humble  minister  of  ti  "  gospel  wan  to  have  his 
reward  hereafter,  and  018  crown  in  another  wmld.  lint  I  have  n«»w  •  n 
the  crown  of  spontaneous  love  and  admiration  placed  upon  the  heed  of  the 
minister  of  Cl.ri.>t  even  here,  a-  a  kind  of  fuiestatttawing,  it  is  hoped,  of 
that  which  radeth  not  away. 

Tins  occasion,  Bhr,  ha-  been  called  by  many  of  the  .'■j>cakers  a  jubilee. 
It  is  a  jubilee,  in  which  all  is  joy  ;  but  the  Joy,  fto  my  mind.  H  of  a  high 
and  spiritual  character,  and  mingles  with  tltOOghtl  eternal.  With  all  the 
interests  hanging  upon  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  for  fifty  years,  this  scene 
is  arched  over  by  solemn  and  far-reaching  realities.     But  how  joyful  in 


many  aspects  !  There  is  a  ehooring  and  glorious  truth  about  such  an  old 
age  itself  so  spent*  febat  it  i>  to  bo  renewed.  AH  the  Bigns  of  agi — the 
whits  hair,  tin*  diminished  vigor  —  an  to  be  swept  awav.  And  this 
renewal  i>  nearer  at  hand  than  to  any  other  time  of  life,  [t  is  like  the 
Berene  and  Blurry  night,  after  the  day,  drawing  to  the  dawn  of  t  lie  new 
and  everlasting  morning. 

The  poet  Smthcy  lias  characterized  a  true  old  age  in  some  lines  on  the 
holly  tree  : 

"  So  seiious  should  my  youth  appear  among 
The  thoughtless  thr  in?, 
So  would  I  seem  amid  the  \uun:»  and  gjay 

More  grave  than  they, 
That  in  my  age  as  cheerful  I  ".li-^ht  hv 
As  the  green  winter  of  the  holly  tree." 

An  earnest  youth  and  aeheerfal  oM  age  —  this  is  a  short  picture  of  life, 
than  which  nothing  can  be  more  hoantiful.  And  where,  my  friends,  if 
you  Bhonld  search  the  world,  could  you  find  this  picture  more  living  than 
in  our  venerated  friend  whom  we  delight  to  honor  '.'  lli>  youth  WOS  spent 
in  serious  thoughts  and  grave  toils.  He  has  now  the  cheerful  old  ageoi 
faith  and  hope.  Might  I  draw  the  lesson  from  the  living  example  here  ! 
Might  I  entreat  youth  here  to  consecrate  themselves  now  to  the  service  of 
the  Lord,  that  their  old  age  may  be  cheerful  and  green. 

Rev.  Robert  C.  Mills,  Pastor  of  the  First  J >aj  »t : -t  Church,  was  next 
••ailed  upon,  and  spoke  substantially  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Presidents  I  shall  say  anything,  in  response  to  the  call  now  made 
on  me,  under  much  embarrassment    1  have  premised  a  lady,  who  sits 

beside  me.  that  if.  at  this  late  hour,  (after  ten  o'clock.)  another  should 

arise  to  speak.  I  would  retire  with  Iwr  from  the  meeting.  How  I  can 
make  any  remarks  and  keep  my  promise  it  i-  not  easy  to  say*.  Tet,  a-  I 
am  up,  1  will  leave  the  question  undecided  for  a  few  moments. 

I  have,  sir,  ben  deeply  interested  in  the  exercises  of  this  »lay  and 
evening ;  and  new  in  word,  as  I  have  before  in  fooling,  can  add  my  -  ft- 

gratulations  to  the  many  which  this  pastor  and  BOCICty  nrc  receiving  on  the 

present  rare  occasion.  The  most  prominent  impression  made  on  my  own 
mind,  while  participating  in  these  service-,  has  reference  to  the  entire  life 
of  a  servant  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  have  not  hern  aide  to  confine  my  atten- 
tion to  what  the  aged  and  venerable  pastor  before  us  has  recounted  and 
suggested  as  having  transpired  during  the  half  century,  the  close  of  which 
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wo  are  to-day  commemorating.  Long  as  his  life  has  been,  and  pleasant  as 
is  its  review,  thai  life  is  oof  in  the  past,  nor  is  it-  pleasantest  portion  there. 
Hope  is  better  than  experience.  To  any  view  but  that  of  a  faith  resting 
on  the  Gospel  of  our  Saviour,  cither  ho  has  almost  lived  through  his  allot- 
ment of  existence,  or  what  may  he  in  the  future  is  dark,  or  at  best  dim  and 

uncertain.  That,  however,  acquaints  us  with  the  plan  of  life  which  Christ 
has  prepared  for  those  of  us  who  turn  from  sin  to  Him.  Taught,  us  I 
conceive,  sir,  by  the  Jfew  Testament,  to  stretch  my  view  over  the  limits  of 
the  present  life.  I  have  been  thus  employed,  as  1  have  thought  of  the 
grand  remainder  and  the  nobler  form  of  life  which  the  Master  has  in 
reserve  for  his  servant  who  stand-  among  us  to-day,  not  far  from  the  goal 
of  so  many  as  four-score  years.  The  veil  is  lifted  far  enough  to  excite  our 
rejoicings  at  thai  elevation  of  Christ's  servants  to  eternal  lift  and  glory 
which  he  has  purchased  for  them  by  first  becoming,  in  mysterious  self- 
abasement,  one  of  them  in  this  humble,  careful,  painful,  fleeting  life.  This 
is  my  congratulation  of  my  venerated  friend  to-night. 

I  may  add.  sir,  that  [  regard  the  revered  pastor  of  this  flock  with  tin* 
highest  respect.  It  is  a  rare  tiling  for  an  aged  man  to  have  passed 
through  all  the  scenes  of  life  in  Mich  a  way  as.  l»y  general  consent,  to 
receive  from  his  fellow-men  the  award  of  a  blameless  character.  Every 
one  is  an  imperfect  man  ;  and  what  he  does  mu.-t  al>o  hear  the  representa- 
tion! and  interpretations  of  all  who  observe,  or  who  choose  to  discuss  it.  It 
is,  then,  a  wonder  that  one  of  us  ever  has  conceded  to  him  a  character  so 
untarni>h»d  a-  th:>  community  ac-opls  to  him  who-.-  Ion  ^-continued  minis- 
try we  are  to-day  reviewing.  It  is  only  by  the  help  of  God  that  any  man 
can  do  this;  and  a  similar  case,*  in  another  part  of  this  State,  excited  the 
reverence  and  gratitude  which  my  acquaintance  with  this  pastor  has 
renewed.  I  thank  God,  for  the  sake  of  our  common  nature,  that  neither 
the  voice  of  justice  nor  the  tongue  of  slander  bringa  against  him  the 
charge  of  deviation  from  the  proper  COUISe  of  an  honest  and  true  man. 

All  this,  and  what  more  much  kindnCSS  can  add  to  it.  have  I  found  him 
to  be  during  the  years  of  my  residence  in  this  city,  while  employed  in 
humhle  lahors  in  the  -ame  department  of  duty  as  he  ha>  occupied.  His 
fellows  can  confer  on  no  man  higher  honor. 

But  this  IS  not  all.  Some  men  have  00  power  to  attach  their  fellow- 
men  to  them.  They  leave  them  in  indifference  towards  them,  or  even 
repel  them.  With  these  we  are  content  to  close  our  connection  when  this 
life  separates  08.   There  are  others  whom  we  have  here  known  00  pleasantly 


•  Rev.  Thomas  Rand,  of  Wttt  Springflclil.  »n  aged  Itaptot  minuter. 
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that  wo  do  not  feel  trilling  to  think  our  connection  with  them  La  forever 
ended,  own  when  death  occurs.  Thus.  Bouthey,  who  lias  just  been  quoted 
by  another,  somewhere  mentions  the  death  of  a  friend  whom  bo  would  love 
to  meet  in  the  other  world.  Tliis,  I  am  confident,  is  the  feoliuc  of  many 
towarda  bim  who  boa  been  so  long  spared  to  be  a  minister  in  this  bouse. 
"With  such  let  me  claim  to  bo  numbered,  while  with  them  I  join  in  the 
prayer  that  the  day  may  be  as  distant  as  their  pastor  desires,  when  we 
>hall  have  left  to  us  only  the  hope  of  thus  enjoying  bis  presence  and 

society. 

Rev.  Emiraim  VV.  Allen,  Pastor  of  the  Howard  Street  Church,  being 
called  npon,  BaSd : 

At  this  late  hour.  Mr.  President,  it  will  not  l>e  desirable  to  say  many 
words.  A  fair  and  beauteous  wreath  has  been  woven  this  evening  to 
adorn  the  brow  of  this  venerable  pastor.  After  all  that  has  been  done,  I 
have  not  one  flower  to  offer.  [  can  only  attempt  the  humble  office  of.  OS  it 
were,  pressing  it.  lovingly,  into  shape,  80  expressing  the  sincere  affection 
of  my  heart  for  him  who  is  to  wear  it.  Am!.  BS  this  i-  the  hour  for  the 
free  expression  not  only  of  thought  but  also  of  feeling,  it  will  be  permitted 
to  me  to  say.  that  one  reason  for  this  attachment  is  to  be  found  in  the  sym- 
pathy wluVh  he  lias  shown  in  the  time  of  B01TOW  —  that  time  when,  if  ever, 
words  and  signs  of  affection  have  a  peeuliar  significance  and  power.  For. 
sinoe  my  coining  to  this  city,  it  has  happened  to  me  to  know  what  bereave- 
ment is.    While  the  pain  occasioned  by  it  was  yet  in  its  freshness,  no 

voice  was  more  soothing  than  his,  no  heart   manifested  a  more  tender 
o 

regard  ;  and  it  is  a  regard  which  has  never  been  intermitted,  but  it  has 

rayed  out  in  a  thousand  forms  of  encouragement  and  cheer,  drawing  me 

towards  him,  as  the  magnet  the  iron,  which 

"Attracts  it  strangely  with  unclasping  crooks, 
With  unknown  cord*.,  with  unronccived  hooks, 
With  unseen  hands,  with  undisccrned  arms, 
With  hidden  force,  with  sacred,  secret  charms." 

It  is.  then,  with  a  gu.-h  of  gratitude  thai  T.  the  latest  in  our  peculiar 
fold,  salute  the  earliest,  and  utter  in  his  hearing  —  in  yours  —  in  that  of 

this  groat  assembly  —  in  thai  of  EEm  who  is  above  all  —  the  prayer  that. 

when  our  mini-try  is  ended,  we  may  a.-emd  to  that  world  where  WO  and  all 
that  are  faithful  to  the  end  shall  be  erownod  with  fairer  wreaths  than  any 
that  human  hands  have  ever  made. 
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Rev.  Alexander  J.  Sessions,  of  Melrose,  formerly  Pastor  of  the 
Crombie  Street  Chuivh  in  Salem,  succeeded  Mr.  Allen.  Mr.  Sessions 
said  : 

The  words  of  the  great  dramatist,  whioh  T  first  met  in  my  reading-book 
at  school,  have  been  running  in  my  mind  : 

11  All  the  world's  a  stride  : 
And  all  the  men  and  women  merely  players." 

They  are  not  an  unsuitable  text  tor  the  occasion,  and  the  more  so  since  we 
draw  near  to  its  clo>e.  Vast  numbers,  then,  play  the  part  of  mere  attend- 
ants upon  the  stage  —  serving  men  and  waiting  women,  door-keepers, 
carriers,  and  runners.  Then  there  are  a  great  many  who  come  in  only  to 
swell  the  jubilant  choruses  of  other  people's  songs,  or  to  lengthen  out  the 
funeral  train  of  the  honored  dead  —  women  who  pine  in  poverty,  and  men 
that  are  jostled  about  the  >treet.  <  >thers  make  tin  nisclves  prominent  by  their 
skill  in  acting,  rather  than  by  the  importance  of  their  part.  A  few  are 
great,  both  by  virtue  of  their  powers  and  the  place  they  fill,  half  dividing 
attention  with  the  h«-ro  of  the  pice  himself:  as  la  go  in  his  cunning  vil- 
lany,  or  Ophelia  in  her  sorrow  and  disheveled  tresses.  Most  come  and 
go  at  uncertain  intervals  ;  suddenly  appear  and  suddenly  vanish.  But 
the  chief  character  among  the  dramatis  persona  is  more  Steadily  before 
the  eyes,  as  in  the  thoughts  of  the  peat  auditor}',  gathering  in  himself  the 
interest  of  the  play,  and  making  other  actors  revolve  ab>ut  his  person. 

Now  the  chief  character  here  to-night,  has  been  upon  the  public  stage 
for  fifty  years,  —  for  fifty  years !  Appearing  in  much  the  same  costume, 
he  has  ever  sustained  the  same  part.  His  tread  ha<  been  a  manly  tread. 
His  representation  has  been  a  representation  of  truth,  of  uprightness,  of 
benevolence,  of  piety.  We  are  here  to  crown  him  with  a  living  wreath. 
Parents  and  children  crown  him;  young  men  and  maidens,  parishioners 
and  citizens,  ministers  and  laymen. 

By  and  by  the  curtain  shall  fall.  —  the  curtain  shall  fall!  The  foot- 
lights shall  be  put  out  —  lights  which  may  here  stand  for  the  lights  of  our 
own  hearth-stones;  ami  the  lights  of  the  vaat  theatre  shall  all  go  out. — 
lights  symbolising  the  stars,  which  now  grow  dim  to  the  eyes  of  age  and  of 
youth ;  and  that  night  shall  settle  down  upon  actor  and  audience,  to  which 
no  to-morrow  shall  succeed.  Hut  the  lessons  which  the  chief  character 
here  hath  taught  us,  the  sentiments  imprinted  by  him  on  the  hearts  of 
unnumbered  assemblies,  and  of  different  generations,  shall  remain;  and 
God  himself  shall  crown  him,  where  the  trees  arc  always  green,  and  the 
waters  forever  flow  ! 
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The  venerable  Rev.  D.win  T.  Kimiiali..  who  wxs  settled  over  the  Fir-t 
Parish  in  [pswich,  October  B,  1S0G,  mere  than  forty-eight  Years  ago, 
next  said  : 

Mr.  Prettcknt:   At   this  late  hour  T  design  to  occupy  only  a  few 

moments. 

The  present  is  tome  an  occasion  of  great  interest,  as  I  commenced  my 
pastoral  labors  soon  after  my  brother,  whose  fiftieth  anniversary  we  now 

celebrate,  n>mmenerd  his.  and  have  been  a  witness  t<»  the  ability  and  faith- 
fulness of  his  mini-try.  and  the  consistency  ofhia  Christian  life.  Contrary 
to  my  uniform  practice,  I  absent  myself  from  the  meeting  of  the  Essex 
North  ALSSOciation,  now  held  in  my  native  town,  for  which  I  have  i  ffici  ited 
as  clerk  more  than  forty  years,  for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  this  rare 
occasion. 

The  plaee  where  I  stand  is  to  me  solemnly  interesting.  For  m  that 
sacred  desk,  in  several  instances,  on  the  Lord's  day.  I  sat  by  the  side  of 
the  venerable  man  with  whom  this,  my  brother,  was  associated  in  the  days 
of  his  youth,  in  the  pastoral  office.  And  for  the  space  of  almost  fifty  years 
I  was  accustomed  to  preach  in  that  desk  on  exchange  with  its  now  vener- 
ated Senior  Pastor. 

I  congratulate  you.  my  dear  brother,  that  you  have  so  Long,  and  with  SO 
much  acceptance  and  success  dispensed  the  gospel  here  ;  and  it  is  my 
sincere  and  ardent  de-ire  that  you  may  continue  to  do  it  with  inerea-ed 
success  for  years  and  years  to  come,  and  that  great  may  h.'  your  reward 
in  Heaven. 

I  congratulate  you.  my  friends  of  this  church  and  congregation,  in  your 
present  happy  state,  under  the  united  ministry  of  two  pastors,  who,  with 
their  different  gifts  and  graces,  adapted  to  the  different  tastes  ami  char- 
acters of  their  hearers,  and  in  great  harmony  of  spirit,  are  carrying  on  the 
work  of  <b>d  am-  n?  you.  I  p  ]'•:<  ;•  in  the  «-\ id. •nee  JOU.  give  that  yon 
regard  an  aged  pa>n»r.  who  lias  faithfully  devoted  the  best  of  his  day.-  to 
the  service  of  your  >«>uls.  as  ju-tly  entitled  to  an  honorable  support,  while 
dividing  his  labors  with  a  young  brother  T  cannot  restrain  my  joy  that 
you  are  giving  y>ur  -auction,  publicly  and  efficiently,  to  the  sentiment  that 
a  pastor  who  has  de\<  ted  his  talents  and  his  life  to  the  spiritual  good  of  a 

people  till  he  has  numbered  his  three-score  years  and  ten,  has  a  just  claim 

to  a  liberal  BUpport  from  them  during  his  remaining  day-.  In  you 
are  a  happy  model  for  the  churches  ami  religious  societies  of  this  county,  of 
this  commonwealth,  of  New  England,  and  of  our  country,  who  may  be 
favored  with  diligent  aud  faithful  pastors  for  nearly  or  (piite  half  a  century. 
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The  B&me  example,  T  am  persuaded,  you  will  continue  to  exhibit,  till  your 
justly  respected  pastor  shall  close  both  his  labors  and  his  life.  This  will 
not  only  reflect  distinguished  honor  on  you.  but  also  happily  tend  to  the 

good  of  other  societies  with  their  respective  pastors.     EHuBtting  this  OOUTSe, 

you  may  confidently  expect  an  increase  of  temporal  prosperity,  together 

with  the  hope  that  the  work  of  the  Lord  will  greatly  prosper  auiong  you. 

Many  instances  might  be  adduced  to  justify  this  expectation. 

In  closing,  I  remind  all  present  who  preach  anil  who  hear  the  Lr">J>el,  of 
the  great  importance  of  performing  your  respective  duties  so  that  you  may 
meet  each  Other  with  joy  on  the  great  rising  day.  It  is  recorded  of  the 
Rev.  Thomas  James,  the  first  minister  of  East-Hampton,  who  exercised 
his  ministry  forty-eight  years,  that  M  when  he  came  to  die.  he  desired  to  set 
up  some  monument  by  which  his  people  should  he  constantly  reminded  of 
the  words  he  had  spoken  to  them,  and  of  the  solemn  account  they  must 
give  at  the  bar  of  God  for  the  improvement  they  had  made  of  his  instruc- 
tions. With  this  design  in  view,  on  his  dying  bed  he  gave  it  in  charge  to 
his  friends  that  they  should  bury  him  on  the  east  side  of  the  graveyard, 
with  his  head  to  the  east,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  resurrection  he  might 
meet  his  congregation  face  to  face,  as  they  ro*e  to  judgment."  Did  all  in 
this  numerous  assembly,  who  preach  and  who  hear  the  word,  solemnly  con- 
sider that  they  will  meet  each  other  face  to  face  on  the  mnfqmg  of  the 
resurrect  inn,  would  not  the  Lro<pel  dispensation  he  crowned  with  greater 
success  than  it  is*."  Let  it  then  he  felt  through  this  whole  assembly  this 
evening,  that  ice  mnst  a/I  appear  before  the  judgment  seat  of  (  'hrist, 
and  give  ttCCOWlt  to  him  for  the  manner  in  which  ice  dispensed  and 
received  his  <j<>spel. 

Rev.  George  W.  BrtOGS,  Pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Salem,  being 
next  introduced,  remarked: 

Mr.  President:  It  was  only  a  minute  ago,  as  you  know,  that  I  had  an 
intimation  that  T  should  be  Called  upon  to  speak  to-ni^ht.  It  has  been  my 
misfortune  to  be  atfeent  from  the  previous  services  of  the  day,  on  aOOOUUt 
of  a  sad  and  imperative  engagement  in  another  State.  I  have  lo-t  the 
pleasure  of  listening  to  the  counsels  of  our  venerated  father,  who  is  now  in 
the  centre  of  all  your  hearts.  I  have  lost  a  portion  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  evening;  but  I  hastened  to  the  church  soon  as  passable,  after  my 
return,  to  join  in  the  congratulations  of  the  hour.  I  can  heartily  .sympa- 
thize With  the  feelings  which  such  an  occasion  awakens.  And  will  you 
allow  me,  sir,  not  only  to  congratulate  your  aged  minister,  but  to  present 
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my  congratulations  to  his  Colleague,  also.  A  little  more  than  five  years 
ago,  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  stand  by  the  side  of  the  Itcv.  I»r.  Kendall, 
of  Plymouth,  as  his  Colleague,  ;it  the  Juhilee  which  Was  h*-l« I  after  ho  liad 
completed  a  ministry  of  fifty  years;  ami  while  I  felt  myself  as  one  of  his 
congregation  then,  and  Bhared  the  joy  of  his  !>«••  »j »1«*  as  they  circlet!  round 
him  witli  reverential  and  loving  hearts,  1  seemed  to  myself  in  some  degree 
to  enter  into  his  joy  also.  \t  [east,  it  was  pleasant  to  stand  in  the  direct 
line  of  such  a  succession.  It  is  a  peculiar  joy  to  be  the  Colleague  of  one 
who  celebrates  :i  Jubilee  aft.-r  a  ministry  of  lifty  years  among  a  loving 
people. 

Dr.  Kendall,  to  whom  I  hare  alluded,  has  lived  to  enjoy  the  pleasant 
memories  of  his  Juhilee  through  a  number  of  succeeding  years.  More 
than  four  years  after  that  occasion,  he  preached  once  for  me  in  this  city. 
He  has  had  a  seeond  Juhilee.  lie  was  settled  Jan.  1.  1800.  Jan.  1. 
1850,  completed  a :  ministry  of  fifty  years;  and  on  Jan.  1.  l^.V..  after  he 

had  preached  on  the  preceding  day,  his  people,  young  and  old.  and  the 
people  of  the  town,  gathered  at  his  house  again  to  express  anew  their  affec- 
tion, and,  in  their  reverence  and  love,  to  crown  him  with  a  deeper  tender- 
ness, a  higher  veneration,  than  tilled  their  hearts  five  years  before.  May 
our  father  in  the  ministry,  whom  we  honor  to-night,  not  only  live  long  to 
enjoy  the  memories  of  this  hour,  but  after  one,  and  another  five  years, — 
we  cannot  tell  how  many  to  wish,  but  we  trust  that  they  will  he  many, — 
may  he  have  another,  ami  another  Juhilee.  and  feel  himself  again  and 
again  eneireled  by  grateful  hearts  and  Loving  hands. 

O  JO  o 

JOSIAB  CALDWELL,  Esq.,  of  [pSWich,  already  alluded  to  as  having,  in 
the  afternoon,  occupied  a  place  among  the  choir,  of  which  he  was  a  member 
at  the  time  of  Dr.  Emerson's  ordination,  fifty  years  before,  was  also  present 
in  the  evening,  prepared  to  respond  to  the  call  upon  him.  as  follows: 

J/r.  President^  IkuHet  and  Gennemen:  Having  been  kindly  invited  by 
your  Committee  of  AlTangementfl  to  he  present  at  the  Juhilee  in  the  South 
Church,  this  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Rev.  l>r.  Emerson, 
I  heartily  and  sincerely  comply  with  your  request,  and  offer  you  my  warm 
congratulation^  for  the  harmony,  progress,  and  prosperity,  which  a  gracious 
Providenee  has  vouchsafed  to  you  during  the  last  half  century. 

When  your  beloved  Senior  Pastor  was  ordained,  it  was  my  happy  lot  to 
pnrtieipate  in  the  services  as  one  of  the  singers,  and  in  tin;  discharge  of 

other  duties  incident  to  th  tasion.    Then,  this  beautiful  church,  which 

still  stands  a  monument  of  the  goodness  of  God,  and  the  munificence  of 


those  who  erected  it.  was  crowded.  Bfl  it  is  Ofl  t  his  occasion.     I  look  around 

and  Bee  but  few  hen  who  then  thronged  this  spacious  building,  bat  trust 

that  many  of  those  who  arc  gene  arc  now  tuning  tlicir  golden  harps  in  that 

btissful  realm  where  is  never  ceasing  harmony  and  undecaying  love.  May 
we  all  follow  them  as  they  followed  Christ ! 

Permit  mc  to  advert,  for  a  moment,  to  the  time  of  my  being  selected  as 
chorister,  at.  I  think,  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  to  succeed  Mr.  Amos 
Towne,  who  was  the  most  popular  leader  in  Salem  at  that  time.  This 
position  enabled  me  to  exert  more  influence  for  good:  for  it  gave  mc  a 
large  increase  of  friends  whom  I  loved,  and  who  reciprocated  my  regards; 
It  also  caused  dm  to  have  delightful  intercourse  with  the  Honorable  and 
Reverend  Dr.  Hopkins,  of  blessed  memory. 

One  reminiscence  of  historic  recollections  I  will  here  give.  The  society 
had  decided  to  settle  a  colleague  with  Dr.  Hopkins,  and  a  Mr.  Tenney, 
afterwards  pastor  of  a  church  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  was  engaged  to 
preach  for  several  Sabbaths  on  probation.  Many  parishioners  wanted  to 
hear  other  candidates  when  Mr.  Tenney 's  term  should  expire.  Dr. 
Hopkins,  aware  of  this  feelinir.  a^ked  me  to  t_r"  to  DanveiS  and  invite  a 
young  gentleman.  Mr.  Brown  Emerson,  then  preaching  there,  to  preach  a 
Preparatory  Lecture.  Mr.  Kmerson  accepted  the  invitation,  and  the  pastor 
and  people,  with  one  voice,  said  "  He  ifl  the  man  for  us."  Subsequently, 
witli  the  entire  unanimity  of  the  Parish  and  Church.  Mr.  Kmerson  was 
settled  as  Colleague  Pastor  with  Dr.  Hopkins.  So.  I  was  the  humble 
instrument  to  introduce  Mr.  Emerson  to  this  field  of  labor,  which  he  has 

adorned  and  cultivated  with  able,  efficient,  and  successful  results  for  fifty 
years.  And  may  I  not  say.  :i-  an  incident,  that  this  trip  to  DanvorS 
hrou^ht  not  only  a  minister  to  the  parish,  but  a  beloved  husband  to  one  of 
the  Doctor's  accomplished  daughters'?*  The  two  pastors  were  always 
mutually  happy  in  each  other's  society,  and  in  friendly  cooperation  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  their  charge. 

With  feelings  of  no  ordinary  regard  for  the  now  .Junior  Pastor,  Rev. 
Mr.  Dwinell,  I  may  be  permitted  to  Bay  that,  in  (allowing  the  example  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Kmerson.  (  who  was  ever  affectionately  kind  and  respectful  to 

the  then  Senior  Pastor.)  he  will  lay  up  "treasures  where  ntothfl  do  not 

corrupt,  nor  thieves  break  through  and  steal."  It  is  always  a  delightful 
spectacle  for  the  younger  to  reverence  the  aged,  not  only  in  the  clerical 
profession,  hut  in  all  the  walks  of  life. 

But  I  must  close  my  remarks,  in  order  that  more  graceful  speakers  may 
occupy  the  attention  of  this  vast  assembly.     Many  years  have  passed  away 


•See  > 
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since  I  redded  in  this  beautiful  eityj  but  time  eta  never  efface  from  my 
recollection  the  events  that  occurred  in  Youthful  days,  and  in  riper 
years.  During  the  many  years  of  my  absence  from  Salem,  I  have  repeat- 
edly spent  Sabbaths  in  your  ohureb,  where  1  have  been  delighted  and 
edified  j  and,  bo  the  great  satisfaction  of  my  family.  we  have  been  gratified 

and  honored  by  visits  tVom   Dr.  Kmerson,  his  lady,  and  >ome  of  their 

children. 

Rev.  Messrs.  Michael  Carlton,  of  the  Bethel  Church, — the  second 
oldest  minister  in  Salem  after  Dr.  Emerson, —  (Jeorue  Lf.kds,  of  St.  Peters. 
Daniel  Hiciiards,  of  the  Methodist,  and  Slmner  Ellis,  of  tin-  Iniver- 
salist  churches,  with  Elder  Lemuel  Obler,  of  the  Advent  church,  and 
others,  were  expected  to  speak,  hut.  owinir  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  had 
left  the  house.  or  were  otherwise  prevented,  before  their  names  were 

reached.  The  venerable  and  Honorable  Daniel  A.  White,  for  marly 
forty  years  Judge  of  Probate,  was  also  present  during  a  portion  of  the 
evening,  and  would  have  addressed  the  assembly  had  not  indisposition 
Compelled  him  to  retire  at  an  early  hour. 

The  services  were  closed  about  eleven  o'cloek,  P.  M..  by  tin'  singimr  of 
Billings's  old  Anthem  for  Easter,  commencing,  l'The  L/jrd  is  risen 
indeed,%y  &c;  but  before  the  audience  separated,  letters  wen  read  from 
gentlemen  who  were  unable  to  be  pre-ent  ;  and  an  opjmilunity  was 
offered,  of  which  many  availed  themselves,  to  exchange  personal  con- 
gratulations with  the  Senior  Pastor.  Thus  ended  one  of  the  meet  de- 
lightful religious,  soeial.  ami  intellectual  celebrations,  and  interchanges 
of  Christian  fellowship,  that  ever  took  place  in  Salem,  or  any  Other  eity, 
on  a  similar  occasion. 


William  P.  Nortiiexd.  Esq..  one  of  the  congregation  who  was  pre- 
vented, by  illness,  from  taking  a  prominent  part  at  the  Social  Gathering, 
sent  the  following  letter,  which  was  read  : 

Salem,  April  'J.l.  L856. 
Gentlemen:  Your  invitation  for  me  to  take  part  in  the  organisation  of 
the  meeting  at  Hamilton  Hall  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  the  Fiftieth  Anni- 
versary of  the  settlement  of  our  beloved  and  revered  Senior  Pa-tor,  and  to 
contribute  to  the  interest  of  ti  r<a>i.m.  is  reeeived. 

The  state  of  mv  health  is  such  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  my  being 
present  at  the  gathering,  and  I  must  consequently  decline  your  kind 
invitation. 
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It  Ls  to  me  a  matter  of  great  regret  thai  T  Bhall  not  bo  able  to  he  present 

on  that  most  deeply  interesting  Decision.     I  >1hju1i1  rejoice  with  vou  to  meet 

our  beloved  Baetor  in  tin-  midst  of  his  congregation  and  friends,  and 

witness  and  participate  in  the  kindly  exchange  of  friend-hip  and  lnve. 

Our  society  has  been  Bignally  blessed  in  their  relation  and  intercourse 
with  their  Pastor.  For  fifty  successive  years,  nearly  two  generations,  he 
has  regularly,  and  we  all  know  how  plainly  and  faithfully,  dispensed  the 
wosd  ef  God  from  the  same  pulpit.  No  dissatisfaction  Or  ill  feeling  has 
ever  Boasted  between  him  and  his  -  icw  v.  and  the  delight  with  which  the 
members  of  th*»  congregation,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  the  committee, 
contributed  toward  the  purchase  of  a  token  of  their  love  and  regard  for 
their  Pastor,  shows,  stronger  than  words,  the  deep  love  and  respect  which 
they  feel  toward  him. 

I  tru>t  that  the  occasion  may  he  particularly  grateful  to  our  I\i>tor,  and 
that  the  love  manifested  toward  him  will  be  a  slight  reward  for  bis  long  and 

useful  service-.  May  the  evening  of  his  days  be  obscured  by  DO  cloud, 
and  may  the  remembrance  of  a  long  life  of  usefulness  make  "  tienrctus 
non  solum  non  molesta,  sed  tliam  Jucunda.11 

With  much  respect, 

Yours  truly, 

W.  D.  NORTHEND. 

Rev.  Dr.  L.  F.  Dimmick.  of  Xewburyport,  and  many  other  gentlemen 
who  were  unable  to  attend,  also  sent  letters,  several  of  which  are  here 
subjoined . 

Rev.  Daniel  C.  Eddy,  of  Lowell.  Speaker  of  the  House  i  F  Represent- 
atives of  Massachusetts,  (a  native  of  Salem.)  wrote  as  follows: 

Lowell.  April  17,  1855. 
Dear  Sin:  I  have  just  r«  .rived  your  invitation  to  the  services  connected 
with  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  your  excellent  and  venerable  Pastor. 

Few  things  could  please  me  more;  and  yet  I  find  it  impo»ih!c  to  be  with 
you  on  that  occasion,  which  mu*t  be.  to  all  your  friends  of  the  Church  and 
Society,  one  of  BO  much  interest. 

Dr.  Emerson  is  a»ociat<d  with  many  of  my  youthful  remembrances. 
His  devout  life,  his  consistent  course,  have  long  l>ecn  an  example  to  the 
young  men  of  Salem  ;  and  many  years  may  he  yet  live  to  ca>t  a  salutary 
influence  all  around  him.    God  bless  his  declining  years! 

Yours,  &c, 

DANIEL  C.  EDDY. 
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From  /if  r.  Dr.  Dana,  of'  JfowbufffpOft* 

Riwburypobt,  April  19,  Is"  " 
Gentlemen:  It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  attend,  in  compliance 
with  your  invitation,  the  interesting  Anniversary  before  yon ;  having 
enjoyed  an  unbroken  friendship  with  Dr.  Emerson  almost  as  long  as  his 
Pastorate.  But  I  am  detained  by  the  necessity  of  attending  a  meeting  of 
Presbytery,  occurring  about  the  same  trine  I  must,  therefore,  be  content 
with  offering  my  prayers  that  the  blessing  of  Heaven  may  attend  the  inter- 
esting occasion. 

Believe  me,  gentlemen,  very  cordially  and  respectfully, 

Yours,  DAM  EL  I » AN  A. 

From  Rev.  Isaac  Uraman.  of  Gt-nrgetnirn. 

Georgetown,  April  20.  lv".". 

I3r.ETiir.KN  and  Friends:  I  received  a  polite  letter  from  your  Com- 
mittee, inviting  me  to  be  present  at  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  your 
beloved  and  worthy  Senior  Pastor,  on  the  24th  instant.  Four  invitation  is 
gratefully  received.  Had  I  the  health  and  vigor  I  onee  had.  it  would  give 
me  great  pleasure  to  he  with  you  "ii  tin-  interesting  occasion  ;  hut  having 
lived  nearly  eighty-five  years,  you  will  naturally  suppose  I  feel  the  infir- 
mities of  age,  and  am  not  ahle  to  endure  much  labor  of  body  or  mind,  and 
must  therefore  ask  to  he  excused. 

I  wish  you  may  have  an  interesting  meeting,  and  that  the  performances 
may  be  sueh  as  to  promote  the  eau*e  of  troth  and  righteousness.  It  is 
hoped  your  aged  Pastor  will  live  and  he  happy  and  useful  among  you,  and 
still  be  Winning  souls  to  his  Divine  Master  for  years  to  eonie.  The 
Colleague  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Emerson  I  have  not  the  happiness  to  know,  Bave 
by  common  report,  whi-  ii  . of  him  favorably.  Colleagues  do  not 
alicays  walk  together  in  harmony  and  love;  but  there  are  exception.*.  a>  I 
can  testify,  having  lived  in  harmony  with  my  Colleague,  Bey.  J.  M.  Prince, 
for  eight  years  or  more.    £o  may  it  be  with  your  PastOCS. 

Yours  respectfully. 

L  BR  AM  AX. 

From  Jacob  Peabodjf,  Esq.,  of  Boston. 

Boston,  April  20,  1855. 
Dear  Sir:    I  received  from   K<>xford.  last  evening,  your  circular, 
inviting  nn1  to  be  present  at  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  settlement  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Fanerson.    I  was  present  on  that  occasion,  and     ill  retain 
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many  pleasant  ivminiscences  relating  to  my  former  connection  with  that 
Society.  I  was  present  curly  in  the  morning,  on  the  day  when  the  Build- 
ing Committee  gave  notice  that  materials  wore  prepared,  and  the  workmen 
were  ready  to  proceed  with  tin?  structure  of  a  Umbo  for  the  Lord.  We 
then  listened  to  a  fervent  prayer,  offered  by  the  venerable  Dr.  Hopkins, 
Cor  their  safety  and  success  in  the  important  enterprise;  and  after  uniting 
in  a  Doxology,  the  work  went  forward.  When  the  House  was  dedicated  [ 
was  present,  and  was  subsequently  associated  with  an  interesting  choir  of 

singers  for  several  years,  until  I  removed  from  Salem.  Or.  Emerson  bap- 
tized all  my  children,  and  our  families  have  always  kept  up  a  friendly  and 
social  intercourse  to  the  present  time.  1  should  be  highly  gratified  to  meet 
my  former  associates,  and  those  who  may  be  present  on  tin;  occasion,  but 
am  admonished  by  feeble  health  that  L  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of 
depriving  myself  of  the  pleasure. 

You  will  please  express  to  the  Committee,  and  accept  for  yourself,  the 
sincere  respects  of  your  humble  servant, 

JACOB  PEABODY. 

From  Iter.  Mr.  Pile,  of  ttoirhy. 

Rowley,  April  lit).  1  >•'.•>. 
My  Deab  Sir:  Your  invitation  for  the  24th  instant  is  received.  I 
have  strong  hopes  of  being  able  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  your  Com- 
mittee, at  least  SO  BlT  as  to  hear  from  our  venerable  friend  the  voices  of  the 
past.  It  is  plea-ant  to  think  that  BO  worthy  a  memorial  of  other  days  still 
remains  to  us.  His  venerable  age.  his  eminent  services,  his  pure  life,  his 
kind  heart,  his  strong  attachment  to  gospel  truth,  the  large  space  he  tills  in 
the  eye  of  surrounding  churches,  and  the'  multitudes  he  has  pointed  to  the 
Land)  of  God,  must  make  this  Anniversary  Gathering  as  joyous  a-  you 
could  wish.  Surely  the  people  that  have  been  blessed  with  such  a  ministry 
will  l>e  likely  to  have  those  refining  graces  of  the  gospel  which  make  this 
world  so  happy,  and  tit  us  for  that  WOfU  where  none  of  the  frailties  of  the 
present  shall  keep  our  bliss  from  Unng  complete.  You  arc  one  of  the  few 
Christian  societies,  who.  while  binding  to  yourself  the  young  through  one  as 
young  as  they,  have  kept  bright  and  Strong  the  bond  for  the  venerable  and 
aged  through  another,  who  started  upon  life's  journey  with  them.  Li>ng 
may  your  happy,  united,  respected  mini-try  continue.  And  should  any- 
thing prevent  my  mingling  in  the  services  of  the  coming  Anniversary, 
please  present  to  our  much  respected  father  and  friend  my  congratulations 
that  he  has  reached  the  happy  stage  in  life,  where  every  one  invites  him  to 
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look  back  upon  the  thousands  that  rue  up  to  call  him  ble:  sed,  and  forward 
to  the  thousands  who  wait  to  receive  him  to  his  rest. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

JOHN  PIKE. 

From  Rev.  Dr.  ffichols,  of  Portland. 

Portland,  >Ie.,  April  21,  1855. 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  the  Committee  of  the  South  Church  and  Society  in 
Salem,  to  accept  my  warm  acknowledgments  and  thanks  for  the  kind 
invitation  they  have  been  pleased  to  extend  to  me  to  be  present  at  the 
Social  Gathering  in  Hamilton  Hall,  proposed  on  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary 
of  the  Settlement  of  Dr.  Emerson. 

Though  circumstances  will  probably  prevent  my  attendance.  I  could 
most  cordially  participate  in  the  congratulations  and  social  intercourse  of 
that  appropriate  and  pleasing  occasion. 

It  is  indeed  a  just  subject  for  congratulation  to  you,  to  have  been  bles>ed 
with  the  presence  and  services  of  such  a  minister  as  has  been  with  you  for 
halt  a  century.  —  as  it  is  to  him  to  have  been  connected,  for  SO  many  years, 
with  so  appreciating  and  affectionate  a  people. 

The  ministerial  office  has  had  an  opportunity  of  displaying  its  highest 
character  in  a  Pastorate  like  his;  and  delightful  it  is  to  witness  that  the 
same  opportunity  has  been  so  improved,  to  show  what  strong  attachment 
and  veneration  it  can  awaken  in  return. 

My  highc-t  regards  to  Dr.  Emerson  and  to  his  people. 

Respectfully  yours, 

I.  NICHOLS. 

From  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Felt,  of  Boston. 

Bcfefox,  April  21,  1855. 

Ml  Dear  Sir:  Your  invitation  was  received  yesterday.  It  refers  to  an 
event  within  our  own  observation  and  rcmembranee.  while  in  the  flays  of 
our  boyhood.  What  a  large  proportion  of  those  who  then  lived  and  moved 
with  us,  have  passed  from  earthly  scenes  and  concerns!  In  one  view,  our 
•days  have  been  "swifter  than  a  weaver's  shuttle."'  though  not  altogether 
M  without  hope." 

The  proposed  gathering  must  be  one  of  Special  attraction  to  the  parish- 
ioners and  friends  of  your  worthy  Senior  Pastor;  particularly  to  those  who 
witnessed  his  Ordination,  and  still  survive,  after  the  lapse  of  a  half  century, 
to  share  in  the  services  which  commemorate  so  important  a  ceremony. 
During  this  period,  such  have  been  the  changes  of  public  sentiment  as  to 
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the  ministry  and  its  relations,  there  will  be  less  celebrations  of  Long  pas- 
torates than  in  times  already  elapsed.  This  is  a  si«_rn  <»t"  progress  which  is 
rather  downward  than  upward;  more  the  result  of  versatile  inclination, 

than  of  BOUnd  judgment  and  correct  views  of  man's  highest  pond.  The 

congregation  who  have  breasted  the  inroads  of  sueh  an  evil,  and  can  point 

to  their  spiritual  leader,  and  can  truly  say,  "  He  has  Led  us  and  ours,  these 
fifty  years,  in  the  way  of  gospel  instruction,"  have  set  an  example  which, 
so  far  as  dutifully  practicable,  deserves  perpetual  imitation.  While  they 
honor  him  for  his  useful  continuance  among  them,  they  consequently  and 
inevitably  honor  themselves,  in  cherishing  and  manifesting  principles  of 
action  which  tend  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  social,  civil  and  religious 
communities. 

It  would  afford  me  much  satisfaction  to  be  present  on  the  contemplated 
occasion,  when  many  recollections  must  arise,  and  many  sympathies  be  exer- 
cised, suited  to  improve  the  affections,  and  cherish  gratitude  to  the  Father 
of  mercies,  and  earnest  aspirations  tor  His  approval,  protection  and 
guidance ;  but  my  engagements  are  such  as  to  prevent. 

May  the  Spirit  of  all  wisdom  and  grace  be  with  the  assembly,  and  enable 
them  to  prepare  for  perfect  communion  with  the  innumerable  congregation 
of  Heaven.  Very  respectfully  yours, 

JOSEPH  B.  FELT. 

Rev.  Dr.  NeHEMIAH  Adams,  of  the  Essex  Street  Church,  Boston,  a 
native  of  Salem,  sent  the  following: 

Boston,  April  '2'k  1855. 
Rev.  Dr.  Emerson:  My  Dear  Sir. — T  had  made  all  my  arrangements 
to  come  to  Salem  yesterday,  had  changed  the  family  dining  hour  to  accom- 
modate me,  when  at  the  last  moment  1  was  kept  at  home  )>y  things  heyond 
my  control.  I  could  not  have  heen  with  you  in  the  evening,  owing  to  a 
special  meeting  of  my  parishioners,  hut  I  meant  to  come  and  hear  you,  and 
take  you  by  the  hand,  and  tell  you  privately  of  my  early,  continued,  and 
ripened  respect  and  love.  Your  kind  word.-,  spoken  ahout  me  to  my 
father,  and  reported  by  him  to  me,  when  I  was  fresh  from  the  Theological 
Seminary,  did  very  much  to  put  contidence  into  a  young  preacher,  who 
needed  encouragement.  I  always  felt  grateful  to  you,  ami  have  always 
cherished  a  deep,  affectionate  regard  for  you.  which  would  have  found 
utterance  last  evening,  as  fully  as  from  any  heart,  could  I  have  been  there. 
You  are  associated  with  the  pleasant  recollect k>DS  of  a  happy  childhood  in 
my  mind.    You  deserved  all  the  love  and  respect  which  were  expressed 
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for  you  last  evening;  and  many  who  were  not  there,  that  is,  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  yonr  friends,  would  have  made  the  night  too  Bhort 
had  they  expressed  themsolves.  May  you  long  enjoy  these  proofs  of  love 
and  gratitude.  Their  chief  effect  on  such  as  you  is  to  make  you  feel  your 
unworthiness,  and  the  infinite  -race  of  God;  they  make  you  humble, 
and  I  doubt  if  you  ever  enjoyed  more  of  the  rich  feeling  of  self-abasement 
and  dependence  on  Christ  than  last  evening.  But  0  those  words  at  la  t 
from  Christ  himself,  11  Well  done! "  .May  L  be  a  spectator  of  your  joy 
when  you  hear  them  from  those  blessed  lips!  Please  receive  my  little 
bunch  of  myrrh,  and  add  it  to  your  fragrant  garlands,  whereby  they  have 
made  you  glad.  Most  affectionately  and  respectfully, 

Dear  Sir.  your  friend, 

N.  ADAMS. 

From  Rev.  Robert  Sotithgate,  of  Ipswich. 

Ipswich,  April  '27,  1855. 

Reverend  and  Dear  SlE:  It  was  not  until  a  late  hour  on  Tuesday,  that 
I  gave  up  entirely  all  hope  of  attending  your  Anniversary  Celebration. 
But  the  funeral  of  an  aged  member  of  my  congregation,  which  could 
neither  be  anticipated  on  an  earlier  day,  nor  postponed  to  a  later,  con- 
strained me  to  forego  the  wish  of  the  friend  for  the  duty  of  the  pastor. 
And  now,  if  I  come,  at  a  Late  hour.  last,  and  among  the  least  of  your 
brethren  in  our  Father's  house,  to  offer  my  congratulations,  and  assure  you 
of  my  true  respect  and  affection,  though  it  can  profit  you  in  nothing,  yet 
allow  me  the  gratification  it  gives. 

The  changes  of  fifty  years  have  left  you  standing  almost  alone,  with  but 
few  of  the  friends  of  other  days  around  you;  yet  is  it  not  blessed  to  know 
that  the  best  of  all  friends.  II--  who  has  gathered  so  many  of  earth's  into 
His  arms,  has  been,  the  while,  coming  closer  to  you,  and  drawing  you  the 
nearer  home  to  Him'/ 

Slay  your  life's  evening,  made  serene  by  His  continual  loving  presence, 
be  lengthened  out  till  faith  and  patience  shall  have  wrought  in  yott,  my 
honored  father,  their  perfect  work.  Then  may  the  friendly  approvals  that 
now  greet  you,  prove  but  the  prelude  to  a  happier  "Well  done!''  from 
your  Master.  And  when  your  hand  must  lay  aside  forever  the  vessels  of 
silver,  that  the  love  of  your  friends  and  children  in  Christ  have  criven  you, 
may  you  receive  in  their  stead  the  pure  gold,  fashioned  into  a  crown,  beau- 
tiful as  only  a  Divine  hand  can  make  it.  the  gift  of  a  Saviour's  love,  and 
the  token  of  his  approbation  for  you. 
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And  although  the  Providence  of  God  prevented  mo  from  sharing  in  the 
celebration  of  your  late  Anniversary,  I  will  still  hope,  (if  it  be  not  too 
much  for  such  an  one  as  myself  to  hope  for,)  the  Grace  of  God  permitting, 
to  be  present  ami  join  in  the  congratulations  of  angels,  —  when  Jesus,  our 
Master,  Himself  shall  review  your  ministry,  and  in  the  presence  of  His 
universe,  crown  you  with  that  crown  of  righteousness. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

Yours  in  the  fellowship  of  the  Gospel, 

ROBERT  SOUTHGATE. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Cleveland,  the  venerable  City  Missionary  of 
Boston,*  now  in  his  eighty-third  year,  formerly  a  member  of  the  congrega- 
tion, was  present  during  the  services  of  the  afternoon  and  evening.  lie 
subsequently  sent  a  letter,  from  which  the  following  passages  are  extracts : 

Boston.  May  3,  1855. 

The  addresses,  on  the  interesting  and  joyous  occasion  of  your  Social 
Gathering,  to  which  it  was  my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  listen.  Mere  of  a 
character  meeting  the  whole  sympathies  of  my  heart.  They  comprehended, 
without  doubt,  every  sentiment  and  feeling  of  every  individual,  old  and 

young,  of  the  crowded  audience.     Any  remarks  from  me  would  have  1  n 

but  a  repetition  of  those  from  the  lips  of  many  able  and  eloquent  speakers. 
One  heart  and  one  mind  pervaded  the  happy  assembly. 

I  have,  with  a  feeling  of  deep  interest  and  delight,  seen  in  the  Salem 
Register,  since  the  first  account  of  the  meeting,  communications  affecting 
and  edifying,  casting  additional  lustre  on  one  whom  we  all  delight  to  bonor, 
to  ever}*  syllable  of  which  the  true  friends  of  Zion  must  in  heart  respond. 
I  thank  my  brethren.  Rev.  Dr.  Dana  and  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  for  the 
explicit  testimony  they  were  moved  t<>  offer,  in  unison  with  thousands,  to 
the  uniform  devotedness,  and  ct.n>istent  deportment  of  dear  brother 
Emerson,  stationed  as  a  "minister  of  reconciliation"  upon  Zion's  walls, 
to  "  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them 
that  are  bound,"  crying  for  "deliverance  from  the  bondage  of  corruption, 
and  introduction  into  the  glorious  Liberty  of  the  children  of  God." 

At  a  church  meeting  in  your  vestry,  I  Bhall  account  it  a  privilege,  at 
some  convenient  season,  when  visiting  my  beloved  relatives,  to  relate  a 
portion  of  my  experience  in  the  glorious  cause,  resting  with  accumulated 
weight  Upon  the  hearts  of  all  who  have  their  faces  Zion-ward. 


•  Note  r. 
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Whatever  of  good  my  humble  Labors  may  have  done  in  this  world  of  sin 
and  trial,  since  Leaving  Salem,  in  February,  ls<'7.  I  deem  to  have  been  in 
answer  to  the  counsels  and  prayers  of  God's  dear  children,  offered  before 
my  lot  was  cast  in  this  city.  A  sermon  from  Mr.  Emerson  on  the  text, 
"  Behold,  he  prayeth,"  has  been  present  with  me  from  the  hour  I  Listened 
to  it  to  the  present  time.  X«»  rest  had  L  from  that  time,  till  unreservedly 
and  unconditionally  the  heart  was  surrendered  t<>  the  disposal  of  Him 
who  "ne'er  will  break  the  bruised  reed,  nor  quench  the  smoking  flax, 
till  He  send  forth  judgment  unto  victory." 

The  Lord  be  with  you,  dear  brother,  and  your  pastor,  "a  brother 
beloved"  by  us  all.  I  can  have  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  but,  at  the  close 
of  his  eventful  life,  it  may  in  truth  he  said  of  him,  that,  throughout  his 
protracted  mini-try.  he  had  proven  himself  an  "epistle  of  his  blessed 
Master,  known  and  read  of  all  men."  Surely  he  hath  been  a  faithful  and 
wise  steward.  —  hath  "watched  for  souls  a<  they  who  must  give  account." 
Having  "turned  many  to  righteousness,"  he  will  (the  Scriptures  warrant 
the  anticipation)  "shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  as  the 
stars,  forever  and  ever."  0  that  my  own  end  may  be  as  happy  as  his! 
Then,  having  the  rod  and  staff  of  our  Saviour  with  us.  we  shall  pass  through 
the  gates  into  the  city,  and  there  send  up,  with  the  ransomed  multitudes, 
never-ending  anthems  of  adoration  and  praise  to  Him  who  sittctfa  on  the 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb. 

'  *  0  let  me  climb  those  higher  skies, 
Where  storms  and  darkness  never  rise  ! 
There  He  displays  his  powers  abrond, 
And  shines  and  reigns  th'  Incarnate  God. 
Nor  earth,  nor  seas,  nor  sun,  nor  stars, 
Nor  Heaven  His  full  resemblance  bcrus  ; 
His  beauties  we  can  never  trace, 
till  we  LcLold  Him,  face  to  lace." 

That  we  may,  dear  brother,  continue  "stead&st,  immoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  Work  of  the  Lord/-  is  the  fervent  prayer  of 

Your  affectionate  brother  in  Christ, 

CHARLES  CLEVELAND. 


Dr.  EMERSON  expected  to  find  an  opportunity,  during  some  interval,  or 
at  the  close  of  the  services,  to  express  his  acknowledgments,  in  person, 
before  the  assembly  J  but  the  evening  wore  away  so  rapidly  and  uninter- 
ruptedly, that  no  convenient  moment  occurred.  On  the  succeeding  Sabbath 
forenoon,  he  preached,  as  usual,  with  a  tirmnos  of  mien  and  voice,  and  a 
freshness  and  vigor,  truly  wonderful,  after  the  exciting  scenes  he  had 
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recently  passed  through.  He  took  for  his  text,  1  Samuel  vii.  12: 
"  Then  Samuel  took  a  stone,  and  get  it  between  Mizpeh  and  Sinn,  and 

Called  the  name  of  it  Eben-ezer,  saying,  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  hrljnd 

us."  After  an  appropriate  exordium,  he  proceeded  to  consider  how  the 
Lord  has  helped  us  as  a  church,  a  city,  a  commonwealth,  a  nation.  Uv  a 
natural  transition,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  Lord's  mercies  to  us  as 
individuals,  and  this  brought  him  fitly  to  allude  to  the  interesting  events  of 
the  preceding  week,  and  his  own  immediate  connection  with  them.  After 
suitably  noticing  the  celebration,  he  expressed  his  gratitude  substantially 
as  follows : 

"Though  the  speakers  bestowed  unmerited  praise,  which  humbled 
rather  than  exalted  my  feelings,  yet  I  thank  them  for  their  kind  intentions 
and  charity.  I  would  especially  thank  our  Junior  Pastor."  [continued 
the  Doctor,  turning  gracefully  and  benignantly towards  Mr.  Dwincll,]  "for 
his  expressions  of  high  regard  and  cordiality  of  feeling  toward  inc.  and  his 
favorable  opinion  of  my  ministerial  character  and  course. 

"I  would  also  take  this  method  of  expressing  my  most  cordial  thanks  to 
the  members  of  the  congregation,  and  to  the  children  in  particular,  for  the 
warm  expressions  of  their  kindness  and  love  on  that  occasion,  and  for  the 
magnificent  present  with  which  the  expressions  were  crowned. 

"I  would  also  present  my  thanks  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Church 
and  Parish  for  their  prompt  and  judicious  arrangements.  To  the  Presi- 
dent for  the  energy  and  skill  with  which  he  presided.  To  the  speakers  for 
their  generous  sympathy.  To  the  singers  for  their  excellent  mu>ic.  And 
to  the  whole  community  for  the  deep  interest  they  manifested  on  the 
occasion." 

Dr.  Emerson's  entire  reference  to  the  scenes  of  Tuesday,  was  so  touch- 
ing and  tender,  and  his  manner  so  impressive,  that  there  were  few  dry  eyes 
in  the  assembly  when  he  closed.     It  was  an  appropriate  and  beautiful 

fitude  to  an  occasion  of  surpassing  interest. 


NOTES. 


A.  —  Page  8. 

The  following  account  of  the  Ordination  was  published  in  the  Salem 
Gazette,  of  Friday,  April  26,  lv<'"<: 

" Ordination.  —  On  Wednesday  last,  the  Rev.  Bkown  Emerson  was 
ordained  Colleague  Pastor  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins  over  the  Third 
Church  and  Congregation  in  this  town.  After  a  thorough  examination  of 
the  Candidate  by  the  Council,  the  result  of  which  afforded  complete  satis- 
faction, the  usual  solemnities  took  place  :it  the  New  South  Meeting  House 
in  the  following  order,  viz:  The  Introductory  Prayer  was  made  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Spuing,  of  Newburyportj  a  Sermon,  appropriate,  ingenious,  and 
solemn,  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Paige,  of  Hancock,  X.  H.,  from 
2  Corinthian>  vi.  1  :  "  W  e.  then,  as  workers  together  with  Him,  bese<  ch 
you  al>o  that  ye  receive  ii"t  the  grace  of  God  in  vain."  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Emmons,  of  Franklin,  made  the  Consecrating  Prayer;  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hopkins  nave  the  Charge;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Worcester,  of  this  town,  the 
Right  Hand  of  Fellowships  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Austin,  of  Worcester, 
made  the  Concluding  Prayer.  An  appropriate  Anthem,  and  other  pieces 
of  music,  were  performed  with  taste  and  judgment.  A  very  large  and 
respectable  audience  attended,  and  the  greatest  attention  and  good  order 
prevailed.     Liberal  public  ami  private  entertainments  were  given  to  the 

Reverend  Clergy  and  other  Btrangcrs  attending. n 

The  singing,  on  this  occasion,  was  under  the  direction  of  Samuel 
Holyokl,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  in  the  class  of  17^0.  —  a  noted 
teacher  ami  composer  of  his  day,  and  one  of  the  reformers  who  undertook 
to  do  away  with  the  fugue  in  sacred  music,  lie  published  his  first  collec- 
tion, the  "Hdnnonia  Americana,1  in  1791.  At  the  dedication  of  the 
Church  in  which  the  Gathering  took  place.  Mr.  Holyoke  Likewise  presided 
over  the  musical  performances,  which  were  of  his  own  composition.  These 
pieces  were  published  in  the  same  year,  [1805,]  under  the  title  of  "A 
Dedication  Service:  containing  two  Odes,  three  Hymns,  and  a  Doxology  ; 
composed  for  the  Dedication  of  tie-  New  South  Meeting  House  in  Salem, 
Massachusetts.    By  Samuel  Holyoke,  A.  M."   He  died  in  Concord,  N.  IP, 
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in  the  sarins  of  Mr.  Moon4,  in   his  valuable  Encyclopedia  of 

Music,  states  that  he  was  a  sen  of  the  lata  venerable  Dr.  I&lward  A. 

Holyokc.  of  Salem.  This  is  an  error.  lie  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Klizur 
Holyokc,  of  l>«»xt'«»nl.  The  distinguished  centennarian  of  Sal. -in  was  a 
son  of  Rev.  Edward  Holyokc  of  Marblehcad,  Who  was  subsequently  Pres- 
ident Ojf  Harvard  College.  liev.  ElizUT,  the  musical  COmp  iser's  father, 
was  a  son  of  Samuel  Holyokc,  who  was  teacher  of  the  Latin  School  in 
Boston,  and  brother  of  the  College  President.  Consequently  the  father  of 
the  composer  was  n  cousin  of  the  centennarian. 

In  connection  with  the  above  notice  of  the  ordination,  it  may  be  inter- 
esting and  proper  to  append  the  previous  action  of  the  Church  and  Society, 
in  reference  thereto,  which  was  as  follows: 

"  1S<'4  —  Feb.  14.  —  The  Proprietors  voted.  That  it  is  agreeable  to  have 
an  assistant  with  Rev.  Daniel  Hopkins, 

"  Voted,  That  the  Standing  Committee,  together  with  Captain  Jonathan 
Lambert,  be  a  Committee  to  look  out  for  some  suitable  person  as  an  assist- 
ant to  Rev.  Daniel  Hopkins. 

«« 1804— Oct.  10.  — At  a  meeting  of  the  Third  Church  of  Christ  in 
Salem,  at  the  house  of  Brother  John  Jenks,  after  prayer  to  the  Great  Head 
of  the  Church,  proper  attention  to,  and  deliberation  upon  the  subject,  the 
question  was  put,  whether  this  church  will  proceed  to  make  choice  of  Mr. 
Brown  Emerson  to  be  their  Pastor,  a.s  Colleague  with  Rev.  Mr.  Daniel 
Hopkins. 

"Voted  1.  In  the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  Brown  Emerson  was  chosen 
accordingly. 

"2.  That  Brother  John  Jenks,  Deacon  Batchelder,  and  Brother  Jona- 
than Lambert,  with  the  other  members  of  the  Standing  Committee,  be 
hereby  requested  to  present  the  above  vote  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  Old 
and  New  South  Meeting  Houses,  for  their  concurrence. 

—  Oct.  25.  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  South 
Meeting  House  in  Salem,  where  the  liev.  Daniel  Hopkins  officiates,  and 
also  the  subscribers  and  Proprietors  of  the  New  South  Meeting  House  in 
Salem,  it  was 

"  Voted,  That  the  said  Proprietors  and  subscribers  do  concur  with  the 
Third  Cnurch  in  Salem,  in  the  call  and  choice  of  Mr.  Drown  Bmerson  to 

the  office  of  Pastor,  as  Colleague  with  Rev.  Mr.  Daniel  Hopkins,  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry  among  them. 

"Voted.  That  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  be  paid  annually,  as  his 
salary  during  his  ministry  among  them. 

11  Vote/.  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  be  given  to  Mr.  Brown 
Emerson  as  a  settlement,  to  bo  paid  him  bj  the  Treasurer  in  three  months 
after  his  sc. dement  with  us. 

"Voted,  That  Messrs.  John  Jenks,  John  Nbrris,  and  Nathaniel  Batch- 
elder,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Drown  Emerson,  with  a  copy  of 
the  above  vote-,  and  pray  his  answer  to  them. 

•'1805  —  March  Is1.  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  New 
South  Meeting  House  in  Salem: 
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"  Vnttul.  To  concur  with  tlio  Third  Church  of  Christ  in  Salem,  in  the 
day  they  have  proposed,  [April  24,  L805,]  for  the  Ordination  of  Mr. 
Brown  Kmer-on  as  Colleague  l'a>tnr  with  licv.  Mr.  Hopkins." 

The  terms  "Third  Church"  and  "South  Church"  are  often  ueed 
a<  synonymous.  The  designation  of  the  Church  as  an  Ecclesiastical  body 
is  uThe  Third  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  <S"A  wi,"  or,  for 
brevity's  sake,  "The  Third  Church.1'  The  Meeting  House  is  named 
the  South  Church,  although  the  distinctive  propriety  which  this  designation 
once  possessed  has  been  superseded  by  tho  growth  of  tho  city,  ana  the 
erection  of  Church  structures  still  farther  south.  After  the  original  Third 
Church  edifice,  which  stood  on  Old  Paved,  now  Esses  Street,  was  destroyed 
by  the  i;;v.it  lire  of  October!).  177  L  the  Assembly  House,  alluded  to  in 
the  Discourse  :unl  in  some  of  the  votes  ju>t  cited  as  the  Old  House,  was 
purchased  and  called  the  South  Meeting  House,  as  appears  by  the  fol- 
lowing record  : 

"  1774  —  Df.c.  19.  —  A  legal  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  House 
and  Land  recently  purchased  was  held,  and  the  Corporation  was  organized 
by  the  choice  of  Officers;  and  ir  was  voted  that  the  Bouse  of  worship  be 
known  by  the  name  of  the  South  Meeting  House." 

Thi<  House  at  first  contained  fifty-eight  pews.  In  177v.  Dec.  L8,  the 
Proprietors  voted  tn  enlarge  the  House  to  the  Eastward,  and  it  afterwards 
numbered  eighty-five  pews. 

The  subscribers  to  the  present  edifice  were  incorporated  March  15,  L805, 
as  "The  Proprietors  of  the  New  South  Meeting  House  in  Salem,"  and 
the  corporate  name  of  the  Society  was  simplified  and  changed  by  an  act 
passed  April  14,  1838,  to  the  •■South  Church."  Hence  the  popular 
application  of  that  term. 

Dr.  Emerson  was  born  in  Ashby,  Massachusetts,  January  8,  177s. 
lie  was  married,  Oo^obpr  lv<'«>,  bo  Mary  Hopkins,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Hopkins,  the  father,  of  course,  officiating. 

Among  Dr.  Emerson's  published  Discourses  are  the  following : 

A  Sermon  on  the  "  Essential  difference  between  the  Righteous  and  the 

Wicked,"  preached  in  1810. 

Discourse  before  the  S.dem  Female  Charitable  Society,  1811. 

"The  Equity  of  God's  Dealings  with  Nations,"  preached  on  the  day  of 
the  State  Fast,  July  -'•>.  1812,  occasioned  by  the  Declaration  of  War 
■gainst  I !  reat  Britain. 

National  Fast  Sermon,  August  20,  1VI*J. 

"Dying  Recollections  of  a  Faithful  Minister,"  December  "J">.  1*14,  the 
Sabbath  after  the  interment  of  Ucv.  I>r.  Hopkins. 

"Departed  Saints  with  Christ"  —  a  Sermon  preached  at  EsSCX, 
December  1">.  L818,  at  the  Interment  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Crowell.  late  con- 
sort of  Rev.  Robert  Crowcll. 

"Excellence  of  the  Bible,"  preached  before  the  Bible  Society  of  Salem 
and  vicinity.  June  9,  1  s  1 9. 

Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  at  the  Installation  of  Rev.  Elias  Cornelius  at 
Salem,  July  ill,  1819. 
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"Importance  of  Right  Views  of  Christ, *'  preached  in  Beverly,  Decern* 
ber  2"2,  1822. 

Thirty-Eighth  Anniversary  Sermon,  April  'JL  1843. 

"Building  of  God,"  a  Seiuion  preached  April  t>.  1851,  on  occasion  of 
the  death  of  -Mrs.  Rebecca  Dodge. 

Fiftieth  Anniversary  Sermon,  April  24,  1855. 

Rev.  Israel  Edson  Dwinell  was  ordained  as  Colleague  Pastor  with  Dr. 
Emerson,  on  Thursday,  November  22,  1849.  Mr.  Dwinell  was  born  in 
in  East  Calais,  Vermont,  October  24.  lv_i(».  He  was  irraduated  at  the 
University  of  Vermont  in  Burlington,  in  the  class  <>t'  1>S43,  and  .-it  the 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  the  city  of  Xew  STork,  in  1848.  He  was 
married  September  12,  ls4>.  by  Rev.  Era  Morey,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Eliza 
Alien  Maxwell,  of  Jonesboro',  Tennessee.  From  the  age  of  sixteen  until 
the  completion  <>f  his  collegiate  and  theological  education,  lie  was,  more  or 
less,  engaged  in  teaching,  and  it  w  is  while  thus  employed,  in  East  Ten- 
nessee, that  he  became  acquainted  with  Miss  M.  After  leaving  the 
Theological  Seminary,  he  preached  in  the  West  asa  Home  Missionary,  and 
for  seven  months,  in  1848-49,  was  occupied  in  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
chiefly  at  Llock  Island,  Illinois,  from  which  place  lie  was  invited  to  Salem. 

The  following  account  of  his  Ordination  is  extracted  from  the  Salem 
Register  of  November  26,  1849: 

"The  Ordination  of  Mr.  Israel  E.  Dwixell,  as  C  Ilcaguc  Pa-tor  with 
the  Rev.  Brown  Emerson*,  D.  P..  over  the  Third  Congregational  Church 
and  Society  in  Salem,  took  place  on  Thursday  last,  and  was  an  occasion  of 
no  ordinary  interest.  The  Ecclesiastical  Council  convened  in  the  Vestry 
in  Cambridge  street,  at  9£  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  was  composed  of  pastors 
and  delegates  from  the  following  churches,  viz: 

"  The  two  churches  in  Ipswich,  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Rev.  D.  T. 
Kimball,  and  Rev.  D.  Fit/>;  the  church  in  Essex,  Rev.  Robert  Crowcll, 
pastor;  the  church  in  Rockport,  Rev.  W.  Gale;  the  church  in  Manchester, 
Rev.  O.  A.  Taylor;  the  three  churches  in  Beverly,  of  which  Rev.  Joseph 
Abbots  Rev.  George  T.  Pole,  and  Rev.  Allen  Gannett,  are  pastors;  the 
church  in  Marblchead,  Rev.  E.  A.  Lawrence:  the  Crombie  Street  Church, 
(by  delegates,  having  no  settled  pastor,)  and  the  Howard  Street  Church, 
Rev.  M.  H.  Wilder,  Pastor,  of  Salem;  the  churches  in  South  Danvers, 

Rev.  Thomas   P.   Field,  and    DauVCTS    Plain-.   Rev.  .lames    Fletcher;  in 

South  Reading,  Rev.  Reuben  Emerson;  in  Lawrence,  Rev.  Lyman 
Whiting;  inLowell,  Rev.  Joseph  II.  Towne;  in  Chelsea,  Lev.  [saae  P. 
Langworthy;  in  Boston,  the  Old  South.  Rev.  Dr.  George  W.  Bhigden; 
Essex  Street,  Rev.  Pr.  Nchemiah  Adams;  (Yntral  Church,  Rev.  William 
M.  Rogers  and  Lev.  George  Richanls. 

"The  Lev.  P.  T.  Kimball,  of  Ipswich,  was  appointed  Moderator  of 
the  Council,  Rev.  Allen  Gannett,  Scribe,  and  Rev.  George  T.  Pole, 
Assistant  Scribe. 

"In  addition  to  the  Council,  ijuite  a  number  of  the  clergy  of  the  city, 
and  many  ladies  and  gentlemen,  attended  to  witness  the  proceedings,  which 
were  all  public.     The  examination  of  the  candidate  excited  much  interest. 
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"It  was  close,  searching,  and  thorough,  upon  nil  points  of  dootrine  and 
church  polity j  Bad  boido  of  the  learned  Doctors  in  Divinity  appeared  to 
put  their  ingenuity  to  the  test  in  proposing  Ulust  difficult  and  embar- 
raafling  questions  of  polemieal  theology.  To  the  Looker-on,  the  ordeal 
through  which  th*?  candidate  was  obliged  to  pass,  aeenied  indeed  like  a 
fiery  furnace;  i>ur  the  calmness,  self-possession,  frankness,  ami  ability  with 
which  he  sustained  himself,  throughout  the  'searching  operation '  of  three 
hours,  won  the  sympathy  and  admiration  of  all  present,  ami  gave  unusual 
satisfaction. 

"The  Council,  with  such  of  the  clergy,  students  of  Divinity,  &c,  as 
were  assembled,  partook  of  a  public  dinner,  provided  Kir  them  at  the  .Man- 
sion House,  in  Mr.  Merriam's  »no>:  attractive  style. 

"In  the  afternoon,  the  Ordination  services  took  place  in  the  South  Meet* 
in<^  House,  commencing  at  '1  o'clock.  The  Order  of  blxercises  was  as 
foUOWS  : 

"1.  Voluntary  ami  chant,  'Holy  i<  the  Lord;1  2.  Beading  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  Ordaining  Council,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gannett  of  Beverly; 
3.  Prayer,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Wniting  of  Lawrence*  4.  Selections  from  Scrip- 
ture, by  Rev.  Mr.  Fitz  of  Ipswich;  5.  Prayer,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Crowcll  of 
Essex;  G.  Hymn;  7.  Sermon,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers  of  Boston,  from  Ro- 
mans, v.  8:  1  Christ  died  for  us ; '  8.  Ordaining  Prayer,  by  Rev.  Reuben 
Emerson  of  South  Beading  j  9.  Anthem,  *  How  beautiful  upou  the  moun- 
tains;' 10.  Charge  to  the  Pastor,  by  le  v.  Dr.  Kmcrson;  11.  Fellowship 
of  the  Churches,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Langworthy  of  Chelsea;  12.  Address  to  the 
People,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Blagden,  of  Boston;  13.  Concluding  Prayer,  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  of  Boston;  14.  Doxology;  15.  Benediction,  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Dwinell. 

"The  Freeman  says:  1  All  the  services  were  of  a  high  order,  and  pecu- 
liarly appropriate  to  the  occasion.  Wo  may  mention,  in  particular,  the 
charge  by  the  Senior  Pastor,  which  was  of  a  touching  character.  His  allu- 
sions to  the  people  of  his  charge,  in  their  kindness  and  affection  manifested 
toward  him  for  the  forty-five  years  he  had  been  their  spiritual  guide,  and 
his  fatherly  advice  to  the  new  Pastor,  produced  a  deep  feeling  in  the  minds 
of  the  audience.  The  singing,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Jacob  Bbod, 
added  much  to  the  interest  of  the  services,  which  throughout  gave  great 
satisfaction  to  a  large  audience.'  " 


B.  —  Paoi  15. 

Some  further  particular-  respecting  Dr.  Hopkins  are  contained  in  a  Ser- 
mon preached  by  his  surviving  Colleague.  December  IMl.  —  the 
Sabbath  after  Dr.  H.*s  interment,  —  and  in  Dr.  I&ncrson's  Thirty-Eighili 
Annivcrtary  Sermon,  preached  in  April.  1843,  both  of  which  have  been 
published.  From  these  and  other  sources  the  subjoined  information  is 
derived : 

Dr.  Hopkins  was  l>orn  of  respectable  parents  in  Waterbury.  Connecticut, 
October  10,  1734.  When  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  died, 
and  the  care  of  his  education  devolved  on  hid  eldest  brother,  the  late  Dr. 
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Samuel  Hopkins,  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  then  a  settled  minister  in 
Great  Barrington.  By  him  he  was  fitted  for  the  University ,  and  be  entered 
Yale  College  :it  the  age  of  twenty.  In  College  ho  was  distinguished  as  a 
scholar;  and  in  die  Commencement  exercises,  when  lie  received  the  Bach- 
elor's degree,  he  was  honored  with  the  first  appointment.  His  theological 
education  he  pursued  under  the  tuition  of  his  brother;  but,  soon  after  he 

began  to  preach,  he  was  compelled,  l>y  the  declining  state  of  his  health,  to 
lay  aside  bis  professional  studies. 

He  began  to  preach  within  a  year  or  two  after  he  had  finished  his  colle- 
giate course;  and  about  the  same  time  was  recommended,  by  the  President 
of  the  College,  to  a  vacant  parish  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  There  ho  was 
highly  esteemed  for  his  promising  talents,  amiable  manners,  and  faithful 
preaching.  l>nt  the  low  state  of  his  health  prevented  his  establishment  in 
that  place.  During  most  of  the  interval  of  eight  years  which  intervened 
between  his  leaving  College,  in  1758,  and  his  coming  to  Salem,  in  17'iti. 
he  passed  his  time  either  in  manual  labor,  travelling,  <>r  preaching  occasion- 
ally, as  his  strength  would  permit. 

In  176C,  he  came  to  Salem  and  preached  to  the  Third  Church  and 
Society,  then  vacant  by  the  death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington,  whose  imme- 
diate successor  was  Rev.  L)r.  Whitaker.  During  a  residence  in  this  place 
of  twelve  years  previous  to  his  ordination,  he  was.  most  of  the  time,  very 
uscfully  and  acceptably  employed  as  a  teacher  of  youth.  While  thus 
employed,  he  preached  in  several  vacant  parishes  in  K>sex  County,  and  in 
Hamilton  received  a  call  to  settle  in  the  ministry,  which  he  declined  on 
account  of  his  feeble  health. 

In  177"\  he  relinquished  his  school  to  attend  to  the  patriotic  duties 
which  devolved  upon  him  ax  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  —  a 
post  which  he  accepted  at  the  urgent  demands  of  the  people  of  the  town, 
to  the  detriment  of  his  private  interests.  On  the  loth  of  March,  177'', 
he  was  chosen  Pastor  of  the  Third  Church,  to  which  lie  had  previously 
preached  ;  but,  owing  t<>  his  engagements  in  the  Congress,  and  subsequently 
in  the  Council,  together  with  the  general  interruption  to  ordinary  pursuits 
occasioned  by  the  Revolutionary  troubles,  he  was  not  ordained  until  Novem- 
ber IS,  177s.    The  record  of  his  call  and  settlement  is  substantially  as 

follow-  : 

"177')  —  March  1">.  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  brethren  of  the  Third 
Church  of  Christ  in  Salem. — 

M  Vciedt  WMBHtnoush/.  That  we  now  make  choice  of  Air.  Daniel 
Hopkins  for  our  Pastor,  and  desire  that  he  would  take  the  charge  of  this 
Church,  and  the  Society  with  which  we  are  connected,  ami  officiate  and 
govern  as  such,  in  all  things,  as  Christ  in  his  word  has  directed. 

44  Vo(etJ,  That  Deacon  Richard  Lang,  Brother  Daniel  Chever,  and 
Brother  Robert  Peele,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Daniel  Hop- 
kins, with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  vote,  and  desire  his  answer. 

"1770  —  May  8.  —  A  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  South  Meeting 
House  was  held,  for  the  following  purpose,  via": 

'  lo  concur  (if  they  shall  think  tit)  with  the  Third  Church  of  Christ 
in  Salem,  in  their  choice  and  call  of  Mr.  Daniel  Hopkins,  to  the  office  of 
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Pastor  and  work  of  the  ministry  amongst  them;  and.  if  they  should  bo 
agree,  to  consider  and  determine  iu  what  manner  they  will  support  him 
daring  his  ministry  among  them.' 

"The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  June  12,  at  3  I'.  M..  and 
then,  without  acting  upon  the  subject,  the  meeting  was  dissolved. 

177^ —  Febbi  auy  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  South 
Meeting  Bouse,  it  was 

"  Voted,  That  the  said  Proprietors  do  concur  with  the  Third  Church  of 
Christ  in  Salem  in  their  choice  and  call  of  Mr.  Daniel  Hopkins  to  the  office 
of  Pastor  and  work  of  the  ministry  among  them. 

"  Voted,  That  the  said  Proprietors  do  think  it  their  indispensable  duty  to 

contribute  of  their  temporal  goods  to  the  support  of  a  Gospel  Minister 
anions  them,  in  siieh  a  manner  that  he  may  not  be  obliged  to  leave  the 
word  of  God  and  serve  tables. 

"  Voted,  That  Messrs.  Renjamin  Ropes.  Matthew  Mansfield,  Samuel 
Page,  Richard  Lang,  and  Edward  Morris  be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  Mr. 
Daniel  Hopkins,  with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  votes,  and  pray  his  answer 
to  the  same. 

M  177^ —  October  IS.  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  Third  Church  of  Christ 
in  Salem,  it  was 

M  Voted,  To  invite  Rev.  Mr.  Robie,  of  Lynn  ;  Rev.  John  Clcavcland,  of 
Chebaeeo ;  Rev.  Joseph  Dana,  "t"  [pswich;  Rev.  Mr.  Leslie,  of  New 
Rowley:  Rev.  Mr.  Santbrd.  of  Midway:  to  assist  in  the  Ordination  of  Mr. 
Daniel  Hopkins,  on  the  18th  of  November,  as  Pa-tor  of  thi>;  Church. 

14 October  L9.  —  At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Third  Church,  at  the 
house  of  Brother  Edward  Nforris,  it  was 

"  Voted,  to  invite  tlie  Congregational  Ministers  of  Salem  to  attend  Mr. 
Hopkins's  Ordination,  and  to  sup  with  the  Council;  also,  Ltev.  Mr.  Spring, 
of  Newbury  port." 

Dr.  Hopkins  was  accordingly  ordained  on  the  l^th  of  November,  177*. 
Rev.  John  Cleaveland,  of  CTiebaceo,  opened  with  prayer;  Rev.  Mr. 
Santbrd,  ef  Medway,  preached  the  Sermon;  Rev.  Mr.  LiobiC,  of  Lynn, 
gave  the  Charge;  Rev.  Mr.  Dana,  of  [pswich,  rho  Right  Hand  of  Fellow- 
ship; and  Rev.  Mr.  Leslie,  of  New  Rowley,  the  Concluding  prayer.  The 
whole  was  performed  with  great  decency  and  order,  says  the  chronicler  of* 
that  day. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1771.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  married  toayounglady 
who  had  been  one  of  his  pupils.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Whitaker,  all  the  parties  being  residents  of  Salem. 

In  tin  Eases  Gazette  of  March  1:2.  L771,  appeared  the  following  an- 
nouncement : 

"Last  Thursday,  Mr.  Dabibe  Hopkins,  of  this  place,  was  married  to 
Hfifla  Si  sannaii  Saundebb,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Saunders,  Merchants 

4<LCf="The  following  is  presented  to  Mr.  Hopkins  and  his  Lady,  by  one 
of  his  Scholars: 

,l '  Joy  to  ray  Master,  on  his  crnncre  of  state  ! 
May  his  dear  6uK.ey  prove  a  t'aithtul  mute  i 
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Their  hands  now  joined,  their  hearts  el.itc  with  joy, 
Oh  !  may  no  future  jjcrief  their  bliss  annoy: 
Their  lives  extended  to  the  hitest  span, 
Be  spent  in  praising  (JOl),  and  scrviiitr  man  ; 
Calm,  and  uniutliod,  smoothly  pass  away, 
And  Health,  and  Peace,  and  Love,  still  crown  each  happy  day.'  " 

The  above  wishes  were  almost  literally  realized,  in  the  long,  hnppy,  and 
useful  lives  of3Ir  and  Mrs.  Hopkins.  He  died  on  the  14th  of  December, 
1S14,  in  bis  eighty-first  year, — she  died  on  the  15th  of  March,  1838,  in 
her  eighty-fourth  year. 

The  last  time  he  preached  was  at  the  Monthly  Communion,  on  the  first 
Sabbath  in  the  preceding  October.  From  that  time,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  days,  he  was  confined  with  n  painful  sickness,  which  rapidly  wasted 
his  strength,  until  death  terminated  his  suf&rin  :-\ 

Mr.  Kmerson's  Sermon  on  the  Sabbath  after  the  Interment  of  Dr. 
Hopkins,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made,  contains  a  just  tribute 
to  his  life  and  character.  The  Salem  Gazette  of  Tuesday,  December  20, 
1814.  thus  noticed  his  funeral: 

"The  interment  of  Dr.  Hopkins  took  pla«  e  yesterday  afternoon,  with 
every  mark  of  respect  which  could  be  paid  t«>  his  memory.  The  solemn 
services  at  the  Meeting  House  were  as  follows :  The  Introductory  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Worcester,  (of  the  Tabernacle  Church,)  Salem;  Sermon  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Spring,  of  Newburyport,  from  1  Corinthians,  xv.  f>s  ;  Conclu- 
ding Prayer  by  Rev.  Reuben  Emerson,  of  South  Reading;  with  music 
adapted  to  the  mournful  occasion."  [The  Commissioned  Officers  of  the 
Regiment  of  which  he  was  Chaplain,  attended  the  funeral  in  full  uniform.] 

An  interesting  fact,  connected  with  the  interment,  is  thus  recorded  by 
Dr.  Rent  ley: 

"It  has  been  a  well  known  and  general  practice  at  funerals,  to  set  before 
the  sextons  "who  attended,  a  quantity  of  ardent  spirits,  which  they  were 
permitted  to  drink  without  restraint.  This  practice  so  unnecessary  in 
itself,  so  unbecoming  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  and  so  manifestly  inju- 
rious in  its  consequences,  was  put  a  stop  to  in  the  following  manner:  At 
the  interment  of  Dr.  Hopkins,  the  Committee  of  the  New  South  Society 
came  to  the  resolution  to  provide  no  ardent  spirits  for  the  sextons ;  and  this 
determination  so  commended  itself  to  the  citizens  of  this  place,  that  the 
sextons  one  and  all  requested  their  several  societies  to  discontinue  the  prac- 
tice of  providing  such  refreshments  for  them." 

The  action  of  the  sextons  was  in  this  wise:  After  the  funeral,  a  commu- 
nication appeared  in  the  Gazette  of  Friday,  to  the  following  effect,  viz: 

"At  the  present  day  of  general  licentiousness  of  manners,  it  becomes  the 

friends  of  order  and  morality  to  set  their  faces  against  every  evil  work.  It 
is  well  kinavn  to  be  the  practice  at  FUNERALS  in  this  town,  to  BCl  before 
the  sextons  who  attend,  a  quantity  of  ARDENT  SIM  KIT.  which  they  are 
permitted  to  drink  without  restraint.  This  practice  is  not  only  unnecessary 
in  itself,  and  unbecoming  the  solonmity  of  the  occasion,  but  aiaaifestly 
injurious  in  its  conse<pience9.    Under  this  conviction,  and  for  the  purpose 
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of  discountenancing  the  practice,  the  Committee  of  tlio  Now  Suit1  Meeting 

House  Society,  at  the  interment  of  their  Lite  venerable  and  beloved  senior 
pastor.  Dr.  Hopkins,  thought  it  proper  not  to  provide  any  ardent  spirit  for 
the  Bextons.  As  no  reproach  was  thereby  intended  for  any  man  of  >«  < I »rict  y 
ami  temperance,  it  is  hoped  that  the  surviving  relations  of  deceased  friends 
will  check  the  evil  tendency  of  the  custom,  and  determine,  bo  far  as  the 
inHuenee  of  their  example  shall  extend,  to  effect  a  reformation." 

This  called  out  the  following  notice  from  the  Sextons,  published  in  the 
Gazette  of  December  27,  L81  I.  It  <Miit:i ins  gome  curious  suggestions,  as 
to  the  reasons  for  the  practice  alluded  to.    The  article  is  thus  given  : 

"A  piece  appearing  in  this  paper  of  hist  Friday,  reflecting  on  the  char- 
acter of  tin-  Sextons  in  this  town,  they  feel  themselves  obliged  to  notice  it. 
The  practice  of  providing  some  refreshment  ;it  funerals,  tor  Sextons,  in  a 
separate  apartment,  has  been  a  custom  from  time  immemorial.  It  bus  often 
been  thought  necessary,  to  prevent  contagion.  It  might  also  !>»•  supposed 
by  any  reasonable  person  not  improper,  in  such  weather  as  it  was  [a  thick 
snow  Btorm]  when  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hopkins  was  interred.  But  as  there  ap- 
pears a  disposition  to  attach  an  importance  to  the  subject  it  does  not 
deserve. — to  set  the  matter  forever  at  rest,  the  Sextons  severally  and 
jointly  request  their  Societies  to  discontinue  providing  refreshment  for 
them." 

Dr.  Hopkins,  as  has  been  stated,  was  not  in  the  habit  of  wi itblg  out  bis 
Sermons;  but.  among  his  productions  which  have  been  published,  are  his 
Charge  at  the  Ordination  of  Rev.  J.  Olcaveland,  Jr.,  at  Stonchuin,  Octo- 
ber Kb  1785;  hi-  Sermon  at  Salem,  December  -J!*,  17!»!».  on  the  death  of 
George  Washington;  and  his  Sermon  preached  at  the  Dedication  of  the 
New  South  Meeting  House,  in  Salem,  January  1.  lv<>.~>. 

His  wife,  who  survived  him  many  years,  is  still  remembered  by  a  lar<ro 

portion  of  the  Congregation.  On  tin.'  18th  of  March,  1888,  the  Sabbath 
succeeding  her  decease,  Dr.  Kmerson,  in  his  DL-cuurse,  paid  the  following 
tribute  to  her  memory  : 

"Mrs.  H0PKEX8  was  bom  in  Salem,  in  November,  1754.  Her  father 
was  a  merchant  of  high  respectability  in  this  place,  and  was  one  of  those 
who  adhered  to  the  Congregational  Platform,  "u  which  this  Church  has 
stood  ever  since  its  formation  in  17.')."),  a  hundred  and  three  years  ago. 
He  died  at  Hanover,  X.  II..  in  IT'.'T.  His  wife,  Mrs,  Hopkins's  mother, 
belonged  to  a  family  of  honorable  standing  in  Boston,  by  the  name  of 
Barrett,  and  was  distinguished  in  her  day  by  domestic  virtues  .'Mid  ex- 
cellence of  moral  and  religious  character.     She  died  at  Hanover,  N.  EL, 

in  L806. 

"  Wben  Dr.  Hopkins,  your  late  venerated  l\i>t«>r.  came  to  this  town, 
he  spent  a  few  years  in  teaching  a  School  of  Youmr  Ladies  — the  first 
of  the  kind,  of  any  distinction,  ever  taught  in  this  place  by  a  gentleman. 
Susanna  Saondkss,  who  was  afterwards  his  wife,  was  one  of  his  pupils. 
There,  probably,  commenced  that  anient  mutual  affection  between  them, 
whieh  glowed  to  the  end  of  life.     She  WAS  married  young,  an  I  became  the 
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mother  of  BGTCD  children,  only  two  of  whom  survive  her.  She  was  ad- 
mitted a  member  of  this  Church  in  tlie  twenty-tifth  year  of  her  age,  and 
has  been  a  member  almost  sixty  years.  According  to  the  records  of  the 
Church,  she  has  boon  connected  with  it  longer  than  any  member  now- 
living  ;  and,  during  the  whole  period,  has  maintained  a  moral  and  chris- 
tian character  so  consistent  and  unblemished,  that  neither  th<*  heart  of 
envy,  nor  the  tongue  of  slander,  has  ever,  it  is  believed,  found  aught 
against  her.  She  hated  no  one,  she  injured  no  one,  but  Loved  all ;  and, 
after  the  example  of  Him,  whose  disciple  she  was,  sought  to  do  good  to  all 
as  >he  had  opportunity. 

44  Until  within  a  few  of  the  last  years  of  her  life,  she  enjoyed  a  physical 
constitution  of  uncommon  health  and  vigor,  which  contribated,  in  no 
small  degree,  to  form  that  evenness  of  mind  and  eheerfuluess  of  spirit 
for  which  she  was  remarkably  distinguished,  and  which  diffused  an  air 
of  vivacity  through  all  her  social  intercourse.  This  made  her  company 
sought  and  admired  both  by  the  aged  and  the  young. 

44  Under  the  trials,  which,  at  times,  she  was  called  to  suffer,  though 
her  sensibilities  caused  her  to  feel  quick  and  keenly  the  arrows  that  pierced 
her  heart,  yet  her  mind  never  lost  its  balance.  No  cloud  of  affliction  ever 
darkened  the  serenity  of  her  soul;  —  no  storm  could  disturb  its  calmness. 
This  happy  temperament  gave  a  corresponding  character  to  her  piety.  She 
was  firm  and  unwavering  in  her  adherence  to  those  religion-  truths,  which 
she  had  so  long  professed  to  believe  ;  and.  while  she  maintained  them 
with  consistent  dignity,  ever  manifested  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  liberality 
toward  those  who  conscientiously  dissented  from  ber  views. 

44  In  the  social  relations  of  wife,  mother,  neighbor  and  friend,  she  was 
free  from  guile,  frank,  open-hearted  —  ever  sympathizing  in  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  others,  and  always  bearing  the  law  of  kindness  upon  her  lips. 
And  it  is  no  mean  praise,  that,  in  the  responsible  and  difficult  station 
she  has  occupied,  tor  sixty-tive  years,  in  connexion  with  the  Pastoral  office, 
at  which  so  many  eyes  are  constantly  directed,  and  where  so  much  is  re- 
quired,  she  has  been  blameless,  and  harmless,  without  rebuke. 

M  Very  few,  comparatively,  reach  the  good  old  age  to  which  she  attained. 
Her  longevity  may  be  ascribed,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  to  her  great 
equanimity  and  -elf-government.  She  lived  eighty-three  years  and  four 
months.  Ami  it  is  a  testimony  of  some  weight  in  favor  of  her  social 
virtues,  that  a  female  of  her  own  age,  who  followed  her  to  the  tomb, 
has  lived  with  her,  w  ithout  interruption,  at  least  sixty  years.* 

44  MbS.  Hoi-kins,  during  several  of  her  last  years,  lias  been  afflicted 
with  an  asthmatic  disease,  which,  at  times,  has  been  extremely  painful, 
and  finally  terminated  her  mortal  existence.  These  distresses  Bue  bore 
with  exemplary  patience  and  submission.    When,  about  two  years  ago, 

she  was  brought,  in  her  own  apprehension  and  that  of  her  friends,  to  the 
brink  of  the  grave,  she  expressed  in  strong  terms  the  Btoadfaatnesa  of  her 
hope  in  Christ,  and  her  willingness  to  leave  the  world.  She  appeared  to 
have  pence,  if  not  joy.  in  believing.  Her  last  sicknos  was  short  ;  and 
when  she  expired  she  was  probably  asleep,  and  pas.-'  d  the  Jordan  without 


•  Mias  Ablg.ul  SuuUi ;  MC  next  pa^c. 
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a  pang,  or  a  struggle,  or  even  the  motion  of  a  limb  or  feature,  nor  pun 
spirit,  we  trust,  is  uow  With  Christ  m  paradise,  where  she  enjoys,  to-day. 
such  a  Sabbath  as  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  ba9  entered 
the  heart  of  man." 

The  aged  female,  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  extract,  was  Miss 
Abigail  fcMiTir,  who  died  on  Friday  evening,  March  -'■>.  1838,  (only  a 
few  days  after  the  decease  of  Airs.  Hopkins.)  at  the  age  of  eighty-three. 
The  following  obituary  notice  was  published  in  the  ftsscx  Register  of 
March  2G  ; 

"  For  the  last  sixty  years,  Miss  Smith  lived  in  the  family  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Hopkins,  and  her  daughter,  [.Mrs.  Emerson,]  aud  assisted  in  bring- 
ing up  two  generations  of  children.  To  these  she  has  been  deservedly 
dear,  and  will  long  he  remembered  by  them  with  a  sincere  nffeetion —  for 
as  gently  'a  nurse  cherisheth  her  children,*  did  she  ever  deal  with 
them.  She  performed  the  duties  of  her  station  with  the  utmost  fidelity, 
and  always  identified  the  welfare  of  the  family  with  her  own. 

14  When  her  friend,  whom  she  had  served  with  so  much  devotedness, 
was  gone,  it  seemed  as  though  the  cord  of  her  life  was  severed  ;  for,  from 
that  moment,  she  gave  up  every  worldly  care,  and  began  to  .-ink  into  the 
arms  of  death.  She  survived  Mrs.  Hopkins  but  one  week  ;  when,  over- 
come by  sympathy,  and  with  only  a  slight  disease,  her  mind  sustained  and 
comforted  by  tin.'  Promises,  'she  rested  from  her  labors.'  She  died  in  the 
Faith  and  Hope  of  the  Gospel." 


C  — Pack  18. 

Du.  Emerson  soiled  fr<>m  New  York  in  the  packet  ship  Queen  "f  the 
West,  Capt.  Wobdheuse,  on  Thursday,  May  21,  1846,  hut  the  ^hij>  came 
to  anchor  that  night,  inside  of  Sandy  Hook,  and  did  not  finally  leave 
until  Friday  morning,  22d.  She  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  19th  of 
June.  Among  the  passengers  was  CoL  William  Schooler,  then  editor 
of  the  Lowell  Courier,  now  of  the  Cincinnati  Gazette,  who  wrote  for  his 
paper  a  series  of  letters  descriptive  of  the  voyage. 

On  his  return.   Dr.  Emerson  took  pas.-a^o  in  the  Cuiiard  steamship 

Cambria,  Capt.  Judkins,  which  left  Liveqxx)]  on  the  4th  of  September, 
and  arrived  at  Boston  early  on  the  morning  of  the  1 8th.  There  were 
thirteen  ministers  among  the  passengers,  including  Rev.  Dr».  Dc  Witt, 
Forsaith,  and  Pressley,  and  Rev.  Messrs.  Kirk,  G  or  ham  1>.  Abbott,  (who 
had  assisted  Dr.  Emerson,  for  several  weeks,  during  a  time  of  great 
religious  interest  in  1843,)  Prof.  Hope,  and  Dr.  Pomeroy  of  Bangor. 
Although  there  were  so  many  clergymen  on  board,  the  Captain  declined 
repeated  importunities  from  the  passengers  to  allow  one  of  them  to  deliver 
a  discourse,  alleging  that,  according  to  the  regulations,  no  preaching  was 
permitted  except  by  clergymen  of  the  established  Church  »>f  England,  and 
that,  unle><  there  should  Ikj  one  such  present,  he  was  himself  required  to 
read  the  service,  with  some  published  sermon* 

Our  distinguished  countryman,  Washington  Irving,  was  likewise  a  pas- 
senger, and,  at  the  last  dinner  on  board,  addressed  the  company  in  reply 
to  a  complimentary  sentiment. 
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The  following  Original  Hymns,  — u  Farewell"  and  :i  "  Welcome 
Home" —  irere  written  t<»  be  ohanted  by  the  choir,  the  first  two  on  the 
Sabbath  before  Dr.  Emerson's  departure,  and  the  last  <>n  the  first  Sabbath 
after  his  return.  They  were  respectively  composed  by  a  young  gentleman 
and  young  lady,  both  members  of  the  choir:  — 

II  Y  M  N. 

WRITTEN  BY  MR.  J0U3J  UACKINTIRE. 

Farewell,  farewell,  the  parting  word  is  spoken, 
How  full  of  magic  power  that  thrilling  word  ! 
How  are  the  heart's  entwining  tendrils  broken, 
How  are  the  fountains  of  the  spirit  stirred, 
How  doth  the  soul  with  joy  or  s  irrow  swell, 
At  mention  of  that  meaning  word,  **  Farewell!" 

May  joy  attend  thee  in  thy  distant  wanderings, 
Guide  !  who  hast  led  U3  through  life's  mazy  track. 
Ever  our  minds  to  till  with  holy  teachings, 
And  leading  many  a  contrite  wanderer  back, 
"Whispering  Bweet  words  of  comfort  to  the  soul, 
Fointiug  the  racer  to  his  final  goal. 

Yet  though  we  miss  thy  voice  with  fervor  burning, 

And  from  yon  star.d,  thy  form  erect  and  bold, 

Soon  may  we  hope  to  see  thy  safe  returning, 

Like  the  glad  shepherd  to  his  waiting  fold, 

Laden  with  wisdom,  from  experience  taught, 

And  holy  trust  from  heaven's  full  store-house  brought. 

Yet  mournful  thoughts  will  ri>e,  as,  gazing  round  us, 
We  mark  what  changes  passing  time  has  made; 
How  many  ties  are  rent,  that  sweetly  bound  us 
To  loving  forms  now  in  the  cold  earth  laid  ! 
Death,  with  his  ghastly  train,  is  ever  near; 
Perchance  he  hath  some  chosen  victim  here. 

God  of  the  roiling  seas!  whose  mighty  chorus 

Rolls  ever  in  deep  thunder  hymns,  to  til  B 

"We  yield  our  trust:  long,  lorn;  he;  hatn  watched  o'er  us, 

Oh  !  watch,  dtU  nd,  and  ^uide  him  o'tr  the  sea  ; 

In  storm  or  calm,  be  wit!,  him  on  the  deep, 

That  fragile  vessel  on  its  pathway  keep. 

If,  through  the  shrouded  sky,  loud  thunders  rattle, 
And,  round  thy  dark  pavilion,  lightnings  play, 
And  whirlw  nds  howl,  like  troubled  din  of  battle, 
Then,  Father,  then  be  thou  his  hope  and  stay  ; 
Still  the  wild  ravines  of  the  stormy  main, 
And  guide  him  safely  to  his  home  agaiu. 

Farewell,  farewell,  the  last  faint  word  is  spoken, 
Good  wishes  waft  thee  from  thy  native  shore. 
Accept  this  tribute- ;  -t  is  our  parting  token  ; 
Yet  part  we  not  as  those  that  meet  no  more. 
If  from  our  hearts,  the  bond  is  broken  here. 
Hope  points  us  upward  to  a  brighter  sphere. 


FARE  W E L  L . 


WRITTEN  BY  MRS.  ELLEN  E.  BANCROFT. 

Dear  Pastor,  —  'tis  with  throbbing  hearts, 

The  farewell  we  are  saying;  — 
To  every  eye  the  tear-drop  starts, 

And  o'er  the  cheek  is  straying. 

Each  Sabbath  morn  when  crathered  here, 

Thy  face  was  wont  to  greet  us, 
And  that  benignant  eye  so  dear, 

Beaming  with  love  would  meet  us. 

But  soon  the  Sabbath  sun  may  shine, 
The  Sabbath  bells  be  chiming  ; 

But  far  beyoud  the  foaming  brine, 
His  rays  o'er  thee  be  shining. 

Full  many  a  prayer  will  be  express'd 
That  God  in  health  may  >pare  thee, 

While  o'er  the  broad  Atlantic's  breast 
The  noble  ship  may  bear  thee. 

"We'll  dash  the  tear  from  every  eye, 

Each  rising  grief  suppressing; 
And  ask  that  gales  may  gently  ^i_-h, 

While  on  thy  bark  is  pressing. 

And  "when  the  towers  of  other  lands, 

That  heavenward  rise  aspiring. 
And  wooded  parks,  or  sunny  strands 

Shall  meet  thy  gaze  admiring  ;  — 

May  friendship's  ever  ready  hand 

Extend  a  cordial  greeting, 
And  peace  and  joy  their  wines  expand,  . 

Above  thy  pathway  meeting. 

And  when  thy  bark  is  "homeward  bound," 
God  speed  thy  course  returning, 

And  waiting  friends  may  gather  round, 
Their  hearts  with  welcome  burning. 

But  if,  within  thy  native  land, 

'T  is  not  thy  lot  to  meet  us, 
We  ask  that  on  that  Hkavenlt  strand 

Thy  sainted  face  may  greet  us. 


South  Church, 
Salem,  Mat/  10,  IS  16. 
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WELCOME  HOME! 

WRITTEN    BY   Mil.  JOHN    MA«  KINTIKE, 

[A  Member  of  the  Choir,  to  be  suru'  on  the  return  of  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Ij 
Emerson,  irom  Europe.] 

We  welcome  thee!  with  drop,  heartfelt  emotion, 
We  hail  thee,  honoured  Teacher,  to  our  midst  once  more, 
Safe  from  the  perils  of  the  stormy  ocean, 
Spared  yet  attain  to  trend  thy  native  Bhore, 
Again  to  labour  in  the  ceaseless  strife, 
Of  winning  lost  ones  to  eternal  life. 

A  joyous  welcome  !  bright  familiar  faces 
Cluster  around  thee,  as  in  days  gone  by; 
Upon  their  radiant  forms,  DO  irlnomv  traces; 
The  fire  of  youth  still  sparkling  in  their  eye; 
And  tottering  acre,  with  trembling  limbs,  and  brow 
With  almond  crowned,  comes  torth  to  meet  thee  now. 

A  joyous  welcome !  yet  fond  hearts  are  gushing 

With  grief  and  sorrow  in  this  happy  time  ; 

Death  from  our  midst  hath  plucked  bright  tlowers,  blushing 

In  life's  fair  morning,  in  their  glorious  prime  ; 

Though  slrickcn  down,  to  blossom  here  no  more, 

They  bloom  forever  on  a  deathless  shore. 

God,  the  All- Merciful !  in  whose  bright  glory, 

The  rapt  arch-angel  veils  his  sinless  face, 

With  loud  thanksgivings  we  would  come  before  Thee, 

And  in  Thy  temple  sing  Thy  power  and  grace; 

Thee  we  would  praise,  that,  o'er  the  treacherous  main. 

Our  Pastor  Thou  ha.-t  safe  returned  again. 

Nature,  on  every  side,  is  Thee  revealing, 

We  feel  Thy  presence  in  our  i:.:;:o3t  souls  ; 

We  see  Thy  power,  when,  through  the  red  sky  wheeling, 

Thy  cloudy  car  in  solemn  grandeur  rolls  ; 

But  on  the  dark,  mysterious,  sound  ng  sea. 

Thou  movest  forth  sublime  in  majesty. 

Protect  this  Church,  Most  Holy  One!  watch  OTer 
And  keep  her  in  the  path  that  leads  aright; 
Thou,  who  didst  o'er  the  Hebrew  winderers  hover, 
A  cloud  by  day,  and  flaming  hrc  by  night, 
Till,  joined  with  Thee,  among  the  Heavenly  host. 
We  praise  Thee,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 

South  Church, 
Salem,  September  20,  1346. 


94 


D.  —  Pace  20. 

Miss  Bulfinch  became  a  member  o£  the  Third  Church  in  the  year  1vl  1 
She  was  an  efficient  and  much  respected  school  teacher,  and  was  at  one  tim< 
an  instructress  in  the  Academy  at  Wrentbam,  Massachusetts.  At  thecclo 
bratioo  of  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Ordination  of  Rev.  Klisha  Fisk 
observed  in  Wrentham,  June  1_.  lsl(.>,  the  veteran  missionary,  Dr.  Poor 
was  present,  and,  in  his  remarks,  referred  to  his  first  wife,  the  lady  men 
rtoned  by  Dr.  Gmerson.  The  following  passage  is  quoted  from  a  pamphlet 
entitled  the  "Weestuam  Juuilke:'5 

\ 

44  Dr.  Poor  then  alluded  t<»  the  '  Ladies'  Reading  ami  Braiding  Society,1 
established  here  [in  Wrentham]  in  1812,  chiefly  through  the  exertions  oj 
Miss  Susan  Bulfinch,  who  was  then  an  instructress  in  the  Academy  in  this 
place,  ami  who  afterwards  became  .Mrs.  Poor.  This  Society,  some  ol 
whose  original  members  are  still  Living,  was  instrumental  of  great  cr* »°<  1 » 
and  became  a  patent  society  »<»  many  others.  Mrs.  Poor  subsequently  held 
correspondence  with  some  of  its  members,  and  for  many  years  it  sent  valu- 
able aid  to  the  Mis-ion  at  Ceylon.  The  fruits  of  the  timely,  efficient,  and 
faithful  efforts  of  my  hue  wife,  (continued  Dr.  Poor,)  are  visibly  manifest 
in  our  Mission.  In  the  department  of  female  education,  especially,  her 
wisdom,  tact,  and  succos,  were  remarkable.  S!ie  iir-t  Hi<-«-eeded  in 
enticing  into  our  premises  a  timid  heathen  girl,  and  in  inducing  her  to 
overcome  her  fears  sufficiently  to  remain  with  us  and  be  fought.  The  cir- 
cumstances were  these:  Our  boarding-school  for  beys  was  already  full,  so 

that  we  could  take  no  more;  but  WC  had  DO  heathen  yirl  under  our  care. 
At  this  juncture,  a  father  came  to  the  Mission-house  bringing  hi<  son,  and 
besought  us  to  take  charge  of  him.  We  declined  doing  so,  nor  having 
room,  and  he  was  about  to  depart  disappointed,  when  .Mrs.  Poor  offered  to 
take  the  lad,  if  the  parent  would  bring  along  with  him  a  daughter  also. 
He  at  first  refused,  but  was  at  length  persuaded  to  comply  with  the  condi- 
tion* Tins  girl,  who  uftcrwnrdfi  became  a  Christian,  and  was  named  Har- 
riet Newell  Ambrose,  was  very  useful  to  the  native-,  and  her  subsequent 

history  is  somewhat  remarkable.  We  were  obliged  to  resort  to  a  kind  of 
stratagem  at  first,  to  secure  a  class  of  girls  in  our  boarding-school.  We 

offered  to  clothe  them,  if  they  would  come  and  join  the  SCnOpL  But,  in 
order  to  convey  to  you  my  meaning,  it  will  bo  ni  cessary  to  refer  to  a  pas- 
sage of  Scripture,  in  which  it  is  declared  r;'  it  Moses  stripped  the  people 
kewed;  that  i<.  he  divested  them  of  their  ornaments.  \Vc  therefore  offered 
each  little  girl  a  simple  ornament  for  the  neck,  ami  it  had  the  desired  effect. 

After  this;  we  found  no  >m-h  inducement  necessary.  Our  female  boarding- 
school  has  flourished  from  that  day  to  this,  and  proved  of  incalculable 
advantage  to  the  Mission.  Mrs.  Poor  was  always,  during  her  life,  its 
patron  and  most  efficient  helper."  She  died  after  alx»ut  five  years1  hcrvicc 
in  this  Held. 

Dr.  Poor  was  a  native  of  our  neighboring  town  of  Danvcrs.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  in  fche  year  1811,  and  of  the  Andovcr 
Theological  Semiuarv  in  1^11-.  lie  was  ordained  at  \ewbni ypoi  t.  June 
21,  1815,  with  Messrs.  Llichurds,  Warren,  Meigs  and  liardwcll;  cmliarkcd 
in  the  latter  part  of  <  fotober,  for  Ceylon,  and  landed  at  the  port  of  Colombo 
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on  the  22d  of  March,  1816.  II"  did  not  again  visit  America  until  1848, 
after  an  absence  of  thirty-three  years.  Returning  to  bis  post  in  a  short 
time,  be  continued  his  labors  until  the  2d  of  February,  1855,  when  ho  was 
attacked  with  cholera,  ami  on  the  morning  of  tin-  3d  he  expired,  in  the 

sixtv—ixth    \«-;ir  of  his  age.     As  ho  Bank,  ami  wa>  m-ar  his  cud,  he  said, 

11 1  did  not  know  dying  was  so  easy."  His  last  utterances  were  in  distinct 
whispers  to  the  native  physician,  "San-to-shum  —  San-to-shum." —  Halle- 
Lujah!— Hallelujah  1" 


E. — Page  21. 

Rev.  James  Diman,  <>f  the  East  Church,  died  Oct.  her  >,  L788,  in  the 
eighty-first  year  ofliis  age,  and  the  fifty-second  of  hi-  Pastorate. 

Rev.  Nathauiel  Fisher,  of  St.  Peter's  ( Episcopal )  Church,  died 
December 'JO,  1812,  aged  seventy. 

Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Barnard,  of  the  North  Church,  died  October  1,  1S14, 
aged  sixty-six. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hopkins,  of  die  Third  Church,  died  December  14,  1>11,  in 
the  eighty-first  year  of  his  age.  and  thirty-seventh  of  his  ministry. 

Rev.  Dr.  William  Bcntley,  of  the  East  Church,  died  December  20, 
1S1'.».  ae  id  sixty. 

Rev.  Dr.  John  Prince,  of  the  First  Church,  died  June  7.  1836,  in  the 
eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  fifty-seventh  of  his  ministry. 

Rev.  Dr.  James  Flint,  of  the  East  Church,  died  March  4,  1S">;>.  aged 
seventy-live.  Dr.  Emerson  offered  the  Concluding  1 'raver  at  his  funeral 
sen- ices. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  named  died  while  connected  with 
Salem  churches : 

Rev.  John  Emery  Abbot,  of  the  North  Church,  died  at  the  residence  of 
his  parents  in  Ext  ter,  New  Hampshire,  October  7.  L$] '.».  ag  J  twenty-six. 
He  bad  been  sj  ttled  here  about  four  years  and  a  half. 

Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Worcester,  of  the  Tabernacle,  died  at  Brauicrd,  Ten- 
nessee, the  Cherokee  Mission  Station.  June  7.  L821,  in  his  fifty-first  year. 

Rev.  Dr.  John  Brazer,  of  the  North  Church,  died  ;it  t!:.'  plantation  of 
his  friend  and  classmate,  l>r.  Benjamins  Hugcr,  near  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  February  20,  1846,  aged  fifty-six. 

Dr.  Thomas  J.  O1  Flaherty,  of  St.  Mary's  I  Roman  Catholic)  Church, 
died  March  29,  L84C,  aged  forty-five. 


P.— Paqb  77. 

Mr.  C!  land  was  a  native  of  Salem,  and  resided  here  during  most  of 
the  earlier  portion  of  his  life;  but  has  been  a  citi/eu  of  Boston  for  the  last 
forty—von  years.  Although  now  in  the  eighty-third  year  uf  his  age,  his 
last  anna  il  report,  filial  of  his  twenty-first  year  of  service  as  City  Mfcsion- 
ary,)  sta  es  that,  during  the  year  past,  he  has  made  817  visits  in  88  differ- 


cnt  streets,  courts,  ami  places  in  the  city,  and  has  distributed  about  SI, 500 
in  necessaries  f<»r  the  conit'<»rt  i»t'  th"  deserving  poor. 

Mrs.  L.  II.  Sigourney,  in  a  work  recently  published  by  her,  entitled 
"Past  Meridian,"  thus  speaks  of  Mr.  Cleveland  <-m« I  his  Mission: 

"Still  traversing  the  streets  of  Boston,  in  his  eighty-third  year,  regard- 
Lass  of  the  winters  cold  or  summer's  heat,  may  he  seen  the  venerable 
missionary,  the  Itev,  Charles  Cleveland,  intent  on  deeds  of  mercy.  The 
Orphan,  so  ot'ren  overlooked  in  the  world's  ureat  >trite.  the  suffering  widow, 
the  poor  emigrant,  with  his  sick,  stranger  heart,  hear,  approaching  their 
desolate  attic,  or  dark,  damp  cellar,  a  tireless  foot,  and  are  cheered  by  the 
blessed  smil  •  of  one  who.  like  the  aged  Apostle  John,  has  concentrated  all 
duty  in  the  precept  to  'love  one  another.  In  a  school  for  infants,  under 
the  superintendence  of  his  wife,  he  manifests  continual  interest,  and  by 
affectionate  deportment  and  kind  counsel  to  all,  without  distinction  of  sect, 
shows  the  perpetual  play  of  those  hallowed  sunbeams  that  repel  the 
depression  ot*  age,  and  herald  an  unclouded  day.*? 


